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The  last  two  of  these  stories  are  probably  the  clearest 
and  best-told. 

The  novel  was  originally  published  under  the  non-de - 
plume  ’’Judith  Gape”,  and  my  notes  are  under  that  heading. 

Some  of  these  stories  are  merely  incidents  and  should 
not  qualify  otherwise.  My  impression  is  that  Muss  Page  goes 
visiting  very  seldom,  and  that  each  visit  occupies  her  imag- 
inative faculty.  (5)  may  have  been  intended  symbollically  or 
allegorically,  or  may  be  a realistic  account  of  one  who  has 
come  to  believe  he  is  under  divine  guidance;  it  is  the  only 
story  which  has  a fantasy  incident  in  it,  whethfer  actual  or 
hallucina  tional  is  not  clear,  likely  the  latter.  Aside  from 
the  novel  there  is  nothing  of  permanent  v/orth,  and  even  it  is 
no  m.as  terpiece . 

The  short  introduction  by  Margaret  Atv/ood  is  probably  a 
sufficient,  and  perhaps  unduly  laudatory,  summary  of  the 
book.  ' 


/ 


Paine,  Albert  Bigelow 


’^Peanut”;  The  '^tory  of  a Boy;  Fron ti<^piece ; New  York 
and  London,  Harper  and  Brother^  Publie«hercf , 1913;  (October, 
1913,  public!her«?)  70p* 

A ten  year  old  boy,  befriended  by  an  outlaw  and  hi*? 
common  law  wife,  i®?  offered  an  education  by  a ^jchoolteache r 
whocje  motherly  in^tinctc?  have  been  arou^sed.  Leaving  home, 
he  learnq  to  write  the  wife,  who  otaye-  by  the  grave  of  her 
outlaw,  promie-ing  to  return  a qucoe«?c!. 

The  teacher  lovee?  him  and  conducts,  hl^  education,  but 
when  talking  to  her  friends  belittles?  and  sycornc?  the  outlaw 
and  hio  woman.  Overhearing,  the  boy,  with  only  ten  dollars? 
in  cas.h,  runs?  away  to  return  to  the  woman,  and  di '^covers?  in 
his?  absence  that  ‘^he  has?  arranged  for  the  wooden  marker  on 
the  grave  to  be  replaced  by  a monument, 

Thi«3  is?  a «^imply  told  and  homely  e?tory,  well  produced 
and  with  a leather  binding. 
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Palmer,  A1 

Montreal  Confidential;  Toronto,  London,  New  York,  Export 
Publishing  Enterprises  Limited  (Newsstand  Library  Pocket  Edi- 
tion, First  Printing,  September,  1950)  (#134)  lS7p. 

This  is  a poorly  written  survey  of  Montreal  and  its 
facilities,  intended  to  convey  principally  its  attractions 
for  tourists.  Palmer  is  obviously  a booster,  and  probably  a 
newspaper  man-a bout- town  attracted  to  the  showier  side  of 
Montreal  life.  Little  is  said  of  art  galleries,  symphony, 
libraries,  or  cultural  amenities. 

There  are  some  useful  practical  tips  offered  concerning 
local  manners  and  customs,  tipping,  clothing  v/orn,  best  rest- 
aurants and  night  clubs,  the  bordello  district,  the  sports 
and  fight  scene,  and  other  entertainment. 

The  slang  used  in  writing  is  typical  of  its  tLme  and  I 
was  reminded  often  of  George  Arnott  who  was  likely  to  have 
been  attracted  to  Palmer  had  they  ever  met. 


Palmer,  Tony 

The  Trials  of  Oz ; Illustrated  by  Feliks  Topolski;  Man- 
chester, Blond  & Briggs  (August,  1971)  275p. 

This  is  a detailed  summary  of  the  longest  trial  of  a 
maga.zine  on  a charge  of  obscenity.  The  Judge  (Argyle ) was 
burned  in  effigy  after  he  pronounced  Judgment,  which  was  15 
months  imprisonment  against  Richard  Neville,  Australian  pub- 
lisher, and  hisvtwo  co-defendents  who  received  lesser  sen- 
tences. The  magazine  prosecuted  was  issue  #28  School  Kids^ 
Issue,  the  bulk  of  which  was  written  by  children  less  than 
18  years  of  age,  without  editorial  amendment. 

The  police  mistakenly  selected  this  issue  of  the  maga- 
zine, and  laid  charges.  The  case  should  never  have  gone  to 
trial,  and  the  verdict  was  a mistaken  one.  The  magazine  was 
published, not  for  profit,  but  as  protest  against  the  estab- 
lishment, the  educational  system,  and  the  oppression  of  chil- 
dren under  the  system. 

Palmer’s  book  declares  that  material  far  more  subject  to 
objection  was  freely  available  on  the  newsstands;  hypocrisy 
in  society  and  the  difference  between  practice  and  precept  in 
reality  were  made  clear  during  the  trial;  in  fact  much  of  the 
discussion  by  counsel  was  more  obscene  than  anything  in  the 
magazine  . 

The  substance  of  the  case  indicated  to  me  that  censor- 
ship should  be  abolished.  People  should  be  free  to  choose 
to  accept  or  reject  material. 

There  is  incidental  mention  of  contemporary  characters 
and  literature,  which  may  be  useful  for  reference. 


Palmer,  V/illiam  Scott,  and  Haggard,  A. 

Michael  Fairless:  Her  Life  and  T/ritings;  London,  Duck- 
worth (April,  1913,  6th  Impr.  , April,,  1926). ; Photos  137p. 

Palmer  is  probably  a nom-de -plume  for  M.  E,  Eowson. 

The  biographical  sketch  is  by  Haggard,  the  oldest  sister 
of  Michael  Hairless;  the  critical  (or  rather  favorable ) comment 
on  the  writings  is  by  Dowscn,  I found  the  biography  of  little 
interest,  but  the  critical  comments  illuminate  somewhat  the 
writings  of  the  author,  whose  real  name  was. Margaret  Hairless 
Barber,  and  who  was  called  Mar.lorie  during  her  lifetime  by  her 
friends,  'who  appear  to'  have  been  devoted  to  her  more  than  her 
own  family  was. 

For  enhanced  understanding  of  the  appeal  of  nature,  to 
Hairless,  look  at  the  illustrations  in  the  special  editions  of 
her.  works,  and  also  at  those  in  Leigh’s  The  Hoadmender  Country. 

Hairless  v^as_a  nurse  whose  life  work  was  aiding  helpless 
people,  but  whose  ill-health  rendered  this  Im.possible , when- 
she  turned  to  v^/riting  under  circumstances  reminiscent  of  those 
pertaining  to  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 


Fanatlj  Cliarles  (Editor) 


Symposium. 


The  Geller  Papers:  ■ Scientific  Observations  on  the 
Paranormal  Pov^ers  of  Uri  Seller;  Illustrated;  Boston,  Bough- 
ton  Pifflin  Company,  1976  _ 217p. 

I read  up  to  page  39  of  this  volume,  plus  the  epilogue, 
^'but  did  not  read  the  papers  themselves  as  I had  -read  Bandies 
critical  summary  of  most  of  them,  and  have  reserved  them'  for 
study  if  v./arranted.  - ^ 

This  book  is  an  excellent  reference  for  the  problem  of 
Geller,  and  also  for  the  problem'  of  scientific  examination  of 
psychical  phenomena,- 


I 


Panati,  Charles 


Supersenses:  Our  Potential  for  Parasensory  Experience; 

New  York,  Quadrangle,  1974,  author;  Nojes,  gib^^g^raphy ; Indices 

* 30 1 p . 

Of  all  the  books  read  recently,  I would  recommend  this  as 
the  best  survey  of  recent  research  in  laboratories  concerning 
parapsychology.  Panati  as  a science  writer  investigated  the 
subject  thoroughly,  and  is  able  to  convey  his  results  in  non- 
technical language. 

Like  other  recent  writers  and  investigators,  he  points  out 
that  psychic  impressions  are  a part  of  ordinary  existence  and  we 
all  experience  them.  His  approach  is  to  emphasise  that  nothing 
supernormal  is  involved. 

His  historical  survey  shows  why  parapsychology  was  often  in 
disfavor  or  disrepute,  and  why  most  people  avoid  studying  it. 

However,  while  in  a local  bookshop  I asked  to  be  shown  books 
on  parapsychology  and  was  told  that  they  sold  out  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived in  stock.  I know  there  is  a Spiritualist  minister  living 
in  the  neighborhood,  so  he  and  his  friends  may  be  the  buyers. 

This  book  avoids  repeating  old  classic  events.  Startling 
confirmation  of  early  discoveries  are  now  scientific  realities 
and  most  research  is  devoted  to  understanding  how  they  happen. 


This  book  belongs  in  any  good  library. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  8,  2001 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Pape,  Gordon,  and  Aspler,  Tony  '' 

Chain  Reaction;  New  York,  The  Tiking  Pi^ess  (1978)  284p. 

A political  noi7el  of  the  immediate  future  when  Quebec  is 
about  to- declare  independence,  this  story  starts  with  the  as- 
sassination of  the  successor  to  Le¥esque,  which  leaves  two 
aspirants  to  the  leadership  of  the  Parti  Quebecois  av/aiting 

the  decision  of  the  convention. 

/ 

^ 1 
A reporter  on  the  Chronicle,  an  English  language  paper 
facing  extinction,  Redfern  is  assigned  to  investigate  the  as- 
sassination. Ultimately  he  tracks  down  a powerful  French  po- 
litical financier  and  his  daughter  as  the  assassins,  but  not 
before  he  learns  that  business,  England,  France  and  the  U,  S, 
are  all  deeply  involved  by  the  threat  of  Quebec  leaving  Con- 
federation. Political  intrigue,  personal  honor,  the  paper, 
Redfern ’s  family,  and  his  own  life  are  at  stake,  and  he  is  in 
a coma  following  an  attack  on  him  by  the  French  financier  as 
the  story  ends,  though  he  has  managed  to  tell  his  story  by 
cassettes  addreS'Sed  to  his  editor. 

As  is  usual  in  these  political  novels,  the  value  of  in- 
dividual life  is  sacrificed  to  the  demands  of  expediency.  A 
feeling  of  dread  because  of  the  helplessness  of  people  is  the 
inevitable  result  of  reading  such  novels. 


/ 


Papini,  Giovanni 

The  Devil:  Notes  for  a future  diabology;  Translated  by 
Adrienne  Foulke;  London,  Eyre  & Spottiswoode  (1966)  159p. 

Although  primarily  written  from  a Catholic  point-of-view , 
the  author  admits  that  he  goes  beyond  Church  teaching  to  suggest 
that  human  beings  should  act  as  savior  to  the  Devil  and  help  him 
to  be  reinstated  with  God. 

Carrying  the  idea  to  the  ultimate,  he  thinks  it  possible  to 
rescue  all  sinners  from  Hell  and  bring  them  to  Heaven. 

Chapters  are  devoted  to  literature  which  Papini  believes  is 
inspired  by  the  Devil,  also  art  and  music,  particularly  the  violin 
which  he  considers  the  Devil’s  favorite  instrument.  The  books, 
chiefly  French,  are  named,  as  are  the  artists  and  musicians.  He 
loves  France,  but  deplores  this  part  of  its  literature. 

Surveying  the  history  of  the  idea  of  the  Devil,  he  reviews 
both  theological  treatises  and  fiction,  including  poetry  which  he 
considers  provides  special  insights. 

Unfortunately,  no  index  is  provided,  but  the  text  is  well 
written  and  interesting.  I found  the  book  more  interesting  than 
those  based  solely  on  Biblical  sources. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  17,  1999 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Papp,  Josef 

The  Fastest  Stibmarine;  Translated  by  Stephen  Mezei; 
New'York,  Ballantine  Books  (#117080),  (May,  1967, Papp)  189p. 

While  I was  examining  claims  for  the  St,  Paul,  I recall 
having  settled  a loss . involving  a boat  on  a lake  in  Quebec, 
and  Papp  was  responsible  for  the  nec^li^ence  which  resulted 
in  the  loss.  Because  of  hiq  financial  insolvency,  it  was 
useless  to  institute  proceedins's  for  rec^overy, 

Even  though  this  book  is  supported  by  photographs,  I 
doubt  that  Papp  made  the  trip  to  France  by  submarine , ' His 
story  indicates  that  almost  as  soon  as  the  submarine  was 
taken  from  the  ^rarage  in  which  it  was  constructed,  he  made 
the  trip.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  adequate  testin^^  of 
the  craft,  no  safeguards  against  disaster  during?  the  voya/^e, 
and  only  a rendezvous  with  a friend  whose  last  name  appears 
doubtful  and  who  made  the  trip  to  France  by  air  to  provide 
Papp  with  materials  for  the  return  trip.  The  whole  story  is 
more  a fish  story  than  a submarine  story. 

None  the  less,  this  is  an  interesting?  book.  Papp  was  a 
Hungarian  immigrant  who  many  times  repeats  his  loyalty  and 
respect  for  Canada,  who  tried  to  get  funds  for  his  invention 
from  the  Canadian  Government,  but,  when  refused,  claimed  to 
prize  his  independence  more  than' any  aid  which  mi^^ht  have 
been  granted, 

I believe  the  trip  to  have  been  a hoax,  but  Papp  went 
to  considerable  trouble  to  detail  trials  and  tribulations  of 
the  .lourney,  some  of  which  might  actually  have  taken  place 
if  the  trip  had  been  real.  His  recertion  by  the  French 
authorities  was  not  friendly,  which  is  not  surprisino-  in  view 
of  Papp * s;  unbelievable  story  and  his  inability  to  explain  why 
the  fraudulent  use  of  his  name  by  his  rendezvous  friend,  in 
which  he  connived,  and  conflicting  stories  of  his  invention 
which  arose  through  his  simul4;aneous  desire  to  secrete  his 
invention  and  to  achhve  fame  from  it,  resulted  in  his  bein^? 
without  either  official  or  civil  backin^^  for  his  .tourney. 

Pappus  account  leaves  possible  temporary  insanity  to 
account  for  discrepancies,  but  I think  his  submarine  was  sunk 
in  Canada,  and  not  off  the  coast  of  France,  Probably  he  m.ade 
the  trip  by  air  in  the  place  of  his  (rossibly)  fictitious 
friend. 

This  book  is  unique  in  my  readinz-  experience , so  should 
be  retained  for  reference. 
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I’rititod  in  IJ.S.A. 

Paris,  John 

Kimono;  London,  '"L  Collins  Sons  cS:  Co.  Ltd.  (1921,  5th 
Impr.);  Colojr  frontispiece  by  Mortimer  Menpes  245p, 

A well-written  novel,  telling  of  the  -narriage  of  an, 

English  nobleman  to  a Japanese  girl  brought  up  in  Prance  and 
in  ignorance  of  her  own  country.  Her  guardians  are  niggardly 
in  spite  of  the  girl’s  wealth,  so  she  spends  freely  when  she 
marries,  feeling  the ' protection  of  her  big  husband  and  the  se- 
curity of  her  income, 

. * 

Although  warned  against  going  to  Japan,  the  couple  decide 
to  visit  Asako’s  relatives  in  Tokyo.  A Eurasian  amoral  frirl  ' 
sets  her  cap  for  the  husband,  and  discloses  to  the  girl  that 
her  income  com.es  from  prostitution,  her  family  having  purchased 
the  concession  for  Tokyo  through  political  maneuvering  for  some 
generations  past.  Her  lawyer  schemes  to  possess  her  when  her 
husband  is  estranged  by  machinations  of  the  Eurasian,  but  is 
killed  by  a t’wo-faeed  servLtor,  enabling  the  girl  and  her  hus- 
band to  be  reunited  in  England  after  the  war, 

For  its  date,  this  is  the  most  frank  expose  of  public 
prostitution  in  Japan  of  which  I am  av/are,  and  portrays  the 
Japanese  men  as  indulging  themselves  without  regard  to  their 
wives.  Apparently  sexual  licence  is  accepted  in  teahouses  and 
hotels,  as  well  as  in  the  regualted  market  district  where  there 
was  an  annual  parade  of  the  occupants  of  the  district  which  was 
viewed  as  a tourist  attraction.  The  women  exhibited  themselves 
in  the  windows  of  their  shops,  with  price  cards  displayed,  '^et 
they  were  under  the  command, of  procurers  and  nimps,  and  disposed 
of  when  they  were  aged  or  sick. 

This  confirms  my  opinion  that  the  writer’s  novels  are  worth 
reading. 


Parish,  James  Robert 

- The  Jeanette  MaeDonald  Story;  New  York,  Mason/Char ter, 
1976  (1976,  Parish);  Illustrated  181p, 

Although  the  author  never  manages  to  get  near  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  it  is  probably  an  adequate  reporting 
of  her  life  and  career.  There  is  just  no  sense  of  intimacy 
or  understanding  of  her  character  or  personality. 

Born  in  Philadelphia,  where  Nelson  Eddy  also  lived  for 
a time,  with  Presbyterian  background  and  a father  who  wished 
to  be  a politician,  but  failed,  Jeanette  beeane  a singer  and 
dancer  while  a child,  and  her  career  was  built  of  hard  work 
and  dedication  to  high  standards  of  performance. 

She  aspired  to  opera  too  late  in  life  to  receive  the 
necessary  training,  but  light  opera  and  musical  melodious 
renditions  accompanied  original  songs  to  make  her  popular 
throughout  her  career. 

Although  she  had  a couple  of  love  affairs  prior  to  her 
27 -year  marriage  to  Gene  Raymond,  Jeanette  seems  to  have 
preserved  her  private  life  to  make  it  subserve  her  career. 
There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  she  wished  to  give  her 
best,  in  her  appearance  and  in  her  vocal  talents. 

Altogether,  I consider  that  she  brought  entertainment 
and  beauty  to  the  lives  of  countless  people,  and  it  is  said 
that  her  old  78  records  are  continually  being  reissued. 

My  recollections  of  her  are  all  pleasant. 


Park*  Jordan 


V Half;  Hew  York,  Lion  Bdoks  , InOo  (ilarcii,  1953,  publish- 
ers) (Lion  #135)  IGOp, 

In  Tt^FF,  7, 35, #5,  Oct.?,  197  5,  Don  D^Ammassa  saj^s  that 
’^Pohl  and  Kornbluth  reportedly  co^-la bora  ted  on  a novel  of 
satanism  published  by  Lion  Books  under  the  name  ^’Jordan  Park’’, 
Likely  the  novel  was  Taler le  (Lion  #176)  which  I have  not  yet 
read;  hut  his  comment  led  to  my  reading  Half. 

This  is  a good,  yye  11 -writ ten  novel  about  Steven  Bankow, 
a hermaphrodite — the  first  I have  read.  The  closest  approach 
to  the  theme  I had  come  across  previously  was  Orlando  by  ^-^ir- 
ginia  V/oolf,  which  involves  a change  of  sex  over  a period  of 
two  hundred  years,  and  is  therefore  fantasy,  whereas  this 
novel  is  an  attempt  at  a realistic  appraisal  of  the  problem.  ' 

Although  scientific  knowledge  .of  the  condition  is  sum- 
marized in  the  novel,  there  is  no  trace  of  fantasy,  so  that 
this  novel'  does  not  qualify  for  the  fantasy  field. 

The  majority  of  the  novel  is  devoted  to  the  schooldays 
and  adolescent  problems  of  Bankow,  whose  voice  is  high-pit- 
ched and  'Whose  Instinctive  orientation  is  feminine;  his  in- 
terest is  in  music  rather  than  sports  and  games.  His  most 
intL'^ate  friend  is  a girl  wvho  had  been  sexually  abused  by  her 
father,  and  who  feared  men  and  sex  in  consequence;  she  liked 
Bankow  because  he  did  not  force  himself  on  her.  In  fact,  he 
had  no  inclination  towards  sexual  activity;  only  his  feeling 
that  he  must  assert  himself  as  a man  led  to  his  making  any 
approaches  to  her.  By  mistake,  he  was  admitted  to  the  armed 
forces,  and  following  admission  persuaded  Sophie  to  marry  him 
but  was  unable  to  consum.mate  the  marriage  because  she  avoided 
him  by  becoming  drunk  on  their  wedding  night.  Discovery  of 
his  condition  by  a Colonel  led  to  his  discharge  from,  the 
armed  forces;  he  then  took  to  drink  and  a vagabond’s  life  in 
his  effort  to  get  away  from,  his  problem. 

His  meeting  of  a carnival  ha  If -man,  half -woman,  and  her 
advice  to  him  to  face  his  problem  and  reach  a decision,  led 
to  his  reading  up  on  the  subject  and  determining  to  become  a 
woman.  The  book  commences  y/lth  the  announcement  of  his  mar- 
riage to  a man,  and  his  dec.ision  after  a successful  singing 
tour  to  retire  and  become  a housewife;  but  the  details  of  his 
life  after  the  decision  to  become  a woman  are  not  described. 

This  seem.s  to  m.e  to  be  an  honest  attempt  in  fictional 
form  to  portfay  the  problem  faced  by  a limited  number  of 
people,  and  well  worth  reading  by  those  who  try  to  understand 
the  difficulties  minorities  face  in  adjusting  to  the  life 
standards  of  the  majority. 


I 


Park,  Jordan 

Valerie;  New  York,  Lion  Books,  InCo  (November,  1953), 
(publishers)  (Lion  #176)  158p. 

See  my  notes  re  Half » 

This  is  a historical  witchcraft  novel,  treating  the 
more  extra-ordinary  phenomena  o't  the  Sabbats  and  the  physio- 
logical examination  of  witches  as  hallucination  from  drugs 
and  with  rationalistic  explana tions , respectively.  Although 
the  theme  of  the  novel  is  fantastic,  the  treatment  is  scien- 
tific and  historical,  so  that  this  novel  does  not  qualify  as 
fantasy,  but  is  asspcia tional  to  the  field. 

Valerie  is  a beautiful  scullery-maid  who  is  determined 
I to  use  her  charms  to  inveigle  her  way  to  wealth  and  social 
standing.  Seeking  to  entrap  Davie  Seaton,  she  is  discovered 
by  her  Laird  Ian  Duncane;  but  eventually  she  succeeds  in  be- 
coming the  wife  of  Seaton.  This  follows  her  attending  a Sab- 
bat of  t\'velve  witches  and  surrendering  her  person  to  the  Black 
llan  who  presides,  having  been  introduced  to  the  circle  by  Agnes 
Sampson,  v\/ho  had  worked  in  the  kitchen  with  her. 

T!acrich,  a giant  wltchfinder,  with  his  entourage,  accuses 
a harmless  old  drunken  ?/oman  of  witchcraft,  and  Seaton  and  Va- 
lerie witness  the  apparent  insensitivity  of  the  woman  to  the 
thrust  of  a needle  into  her  breast,  thus  confirming  her  pact 
with  the  devil.  The  old  woman  is  tried  and  executed,  but  Va- 
lerie is  amazed  by  what  she  has  seen  because  she  knows  that  the 
old  woman  was  not  one  of  the  twelve  witches  of  the  local  coven. 

Duncane,  who  contests  the  authority  of  Tlacrich,  becomes  a 
student  of  witchcraft,  and  purchases  a copy  of  Reginald  Scot’s 
(spelled  Scott  by  the  author)  Discoverie  of  '.Vitchcraf t . which 
Valerie  sees,  and  thinking  it  to  be  an  Infernal  book,  she  gets 
a copy  herself  to  read,  finding  that  it  is  a complete  exposure 
of  the  folly  and  practices  of  witches.  This  sets  her  to  think- 
ing, and  she  concludes  that  she  and  Davie  v;ere  fooled:  that 
the  needle  retracted  into  the  handle  of  the  implement  instead 
of  penetrating  the  old  wom.an’s  breast.  *She  has  workman  preuare 
a duplicate  of  the  instrument,  and  shov/s  it  to  Duncane;  they 
determine  to  expose  Hacrich  after  Valerie  has  Identified  him  as 
the  Black  lian.  Doing  so,  they^  end  ^ncrich,  who  dies,  and  the 
priest  who  helps  them  ends  the  story  by  predicting  that  Valerie 
and  Duncane  will  require  his  services  to  marry  them.- 

Yell  written  and  intere s-ting,  this  is  still  no  more  than 
the  outlining  of  a point  of  view  on  the  sub,>cct.  It  does,  how- 
ever, follow  in  the  tradition  established  by  Btanley  ’/eyman  in 
his  historical  novels  which  deal  with  the  matter. 


- c. 
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Park,  Ruth 

X The  V/itch’s  Thorn;' London,  Michael  Joseph  (June,  1952, 

2nd  Iinpr,  July,  1952)  " 240p. 

This  is  a down-to-earth  story  of  an  illecri tima  te  ^irl, 
likened  to  a Scots  Highlanders’  superstition  of  a thorn 
which  poisoned  when  it  pricked;  and  the  person  poisoned 
could  pass  on  the  poison  to  others  by  merely  touching  them.. 

The  bad  action  of  the  girl’s  father  affected  the  lives  of 
everyone  associated  with  the  girl. 

The  scene  is  a small  settlement  in  Hew  Zealand,  and  the 
characters  are  whites  and  Haoris.  The  He  oris  are  portrayed 
as  a loving,  family-centered  people;  the  whites  as  governed 
by  custom  and  pre^iudice.  The.  girl’s  father  has  .married  and 
forced  his  wife  to  be  a baby  factory,  but  is  obsessed  still 
by  love  for  the  girl’s  consumptive  mother;  his'  confusion  and 
poverty  in  the  depression  lead  him  to  drunkenness  and  cruelty 
and  he  insists  on  the  girl  living  with  his  family  in  suite  of 
there  being  not  enough  food  and  shelter  even  for  the.m.  \ 

The  girl  is  befriended  by  two  sisters,  dauarhters  of  the 
raayor  who  is  an  immigrant  German;  by  Catholic  nuns  who  teach 
her;  and  by  a TTaori  family,  the  son  who  is  most  brilliant  at 
his  studies  falling  in  Idve  with  her.  At  the  son’s  insistence, 
his  father  claims  falsely  the  paternity  of  the  girl  and  rescues 
her  from  her  true  father*  She  is  persecuted  and  treated  as  an 
outcast  by  the  fainily  of  the  girl’s  mother. 

The  story  is  full  of  human  incidents,  but  illustrates  the 
tragedy  of  the  human  condition.  The  unconventional  are  shown 
to  be  compassionate  and  loving,  in  contrast  to  the  warped  and 
selfish  lives  of  the  people  hidebound  by  convention. 

This  is  a good  novel,  but  reportorial;  with  insight  about 
people,  but  offering  no  solutions'  to  amelioration  of  treir 
circumstances. 


♦ 


Parker,  Robert  B. 


Taming  a Sea-Horse:  A Spenser  Novel;  New  york,  Dell 
Publishing  Co.,  Inc.  (1986,  author)  313p. 

Touted  as  a successor  to  Chandler,  Hammett  and  Ross  Mac- 
donald, Parker  writes  in  the  first  person  as  a hard-boiled, 
tough,  but  high-pr incipaled  P.I,  investigating  the  death  of  a 
prostitute  and  trying  to  rescue  from  prostitution  a young  girl 
who  seems  headed  for  disaster. 

His  conversations  with  madams,  prostitutes  and  pimps  are 
sufficiently  graphic  to  portray  the  problems  and  lure  of  the 
prostitutes'  lives,  earning  $50,000  to  $100,000  a year,  most  of 
which  goes  to  support  pimps  or  madams,  the  fast  degradation  to 
lower  levels  of  income  and  life  as  their  bodies  wear  out. 

The  story  unravels  the  system  of  control  of  the  sex  trade, 
from  bankers,  to  pornography,  to  call  girls  and  whore-houses, 
with  women  treated  as  commodities  though  their  primary  aim  is 
to  establish  self-worth  and  to  find  love. 

Brutality  and  profanity,  cruelty  and  the  problems  of  living 
are  demonstrated  in  this  novel  which  can  be  described  only  as  a 
portrayal  of  the  sleazy  side  of  society. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  9,  1996 
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Parkyn,  Herbert  A.  (M.D.,  C.M.) 


Suggestive  Therapeutics  and  Hypnotism:  Being  a Special 
Mail  Course  of  Forty-one  Lessons  on  the  Uses  and  Abuses  of 
Suggestion;  Third  Edition;  Illustrated;  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Suggestion  Publishing  Company,  1900  366p. 

Although  Parkyn  kept  an  open  mind  about  the  possibility  of 
telepathy,  he  stated  specifically  that  his  cou^e  would  be  limited 
to  curing  illnesses. 

An  unnecessary  contents  summary  preceded  the  lessons,  but  was 
repeated  before  each  one  of  them.  This  increased  the  bulk  of  the 
book,  and  he  devoted  the  closing  pages  to  an  explanation  of  stage 
hypnotism,  102  methods  of  inducing  the  hypnotic  state  and  a list 
of  food  values. 

Referring  readers  to  Moll’s  Hypnotism  for  its  history,  he 
devoted  his  lessons  to  an  insistance  on  proper  diet,  basic  health 
achievement  and  the  use  of  autosuggestion  which  he  was  convinced 
made  the  old  style  of  hypnosis  unnecessary.  In  fact,  he  believed 
that  there  was  no  such  state  as  hypnotic  sleep  and  that  as  long  as 
the  patient  could  accept  suggestions,  he  could  not  be  considered 
unconscious  . 

I concur  with  Baudouin’s  opinion  that  this  is  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  value  of  autosuggestion  as  a curative  method. 
Some  of  Parkyn’s  cases  are  remarkable  and  the  simplicity  of  his 
exposition  approaches  that  of  Cou^.  His  lessons  on  the  use  of 
suggestion  in  dentistry  likely  pioneered  in  Chicago. 

Even  after  a hundred  years,  this  is  an  excellent,  though 
limited,  study  of  the  subject. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  4,  2000 
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Parrish,  '.Vayne  W*  , - 

An  Outline  of  Technocracy;  with  an  Introduction  by 
Harold  Rugg,  Ph.D,;  New  York,  Farrar  & Rinehart,  Inc.;  (1933 
Parrish)  242p. 

This  is  an  excellent  introduction  to  and  survey  of  the'' 
pririciples  and  theories  of  technocracy,  and  the  author  is  a 
partisan  advocate.^  A much  me  re  thorough  book  than  Raymiond’s 
V/ha t I s Te chno c ra c y ? , it  goes  beyond  an  exposition  and  tells 
more  about  a conparison  of  the  price  system  with  production 
for  use  as  re  commend  e_d  by  the  engineers.' 

I am  convinced  of  the  value  of  the  concept,  but  it  Is 
apparent  that  until  the  power  of  the  dollar  is'  diminished, 
people  will  continue  to  work  for  it.  Cn  lune  1,  1980,  Yvhen  , 
I finished  reading  the  book,  it  appears  that  the  dollar  is 
diminishing  in  worth,  so  there  is  still  hope. 


\ ‘V  • ■ 


Parry,  Albert 


Tattoo;  Secrets  of  a 3tranp*e  Art;  Illustrated;  New  York 
Collier  Books  ( 1971) ,( 1932,  Parry);  Biblio;  Index  171p. 

This  is  a much  more  thorough  book  than  The  Tattoo  Book 
by  C.  H.  Fellowes,  and  the  excellent  index  and  bibliography 
make  it  a handy  reference. 

The  connections  with  magic,  religion,  superstition,  and 
social  approval  are  made  quite  clear,  and  if  the  author  has 
rather  ove r-em*phasized  the  sexual  connotations  of  many  of 
the  phenomena  associated  with  tattooing,  at  least  it  appears 
that  there  is  such  significance  in  some  instances. 

In  addition  to  the  fiction  listed,  I wonder  if  Brad- 
bury^ s The  Illus-trated  Man  would  qualify,  I should  ask  some 
of  the  fellows  who  have  read  the  book.  Parry  mentions  that 
Carl  vain  Vechten^s  Peter  V/hiffle  has  passing  mention  of  this 
phenomenon,  but  I wasn*t  much  interested  in  the  sub,1ect  when 
I read  that  book,  so  may  have  failed  to  notice  what  he  wrote 
about  it. 

This  book  is  intended  for  reference,  and  should  be  re- 
ta  Ine  d . 


Parry,  David  M. 


The  Scarlet  Empire;  Four  color  illustrations  by  Herman  C. 
Wall;  Toronto,  McLeod  & Allen  (1906,  The  Bobbs-Merr ill  Company) 

400p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  John  Walker  who,  unemployed  and 
wishing  he  were  in  a socialist  society  which  would  guarantee  his 
living,  but  so  hopeless  that  he  attempts  suicide  by  drowning,  is 
awakened  to  find  himself  in  Atlantis,  a socialistic  country  pro- 
tected from  the  ocean  by  a transparent  wall  beyond  which  is  the 
kraken  to  whom  dissidents  are  sacrificed.  Falling  in  love  with  a 
girl  considered  atavistic  because  she  has  refused  to  accept  the 
husband  chosen  for  her  by  the  state  and  imprisoned  under  the  care 
of  a witchlike  old  woman,  he  plans  to  escape  with  her  after  find- 
ing that  the  state  is  so  oppressive  that  one-fourth  of  the  popu- 
lation is  comprised  of  inspectors  who  monitor  the  rest  in  every 
detail  of  their  lives,  bringing  all  to  the  lowest  common  standard 
of  living  in  the  name  of  equality. 

This  novel  was  evidently  intended  to  contradict  Bellamy’s 
Looking  Backward,  and  is  carried  to  a satiric  extreme.  No  social 
system  is  perfect,  but  Walker  is  happy  when  he  escapes  Atlantis 
with  the  avatar  girl  and  a fortune  in  precious  metals  and  jewels, 
becomes  a respected  citizen  and  survives  his  wife.  No  thought  of 
suicide  since  he  is  wealthy,  but  no  reflections  about  his  former 
suicidal  despair  at  the  capitalistic  system.  Ironically,  wealth 
makes  capitalism  and  freedom  favorable;  the  poor  are  still  being 
as  oppressed  as  Parry  considers  everyone  would  be  under  socialism. 

Parry  and  Bellamy  should  both  be  read  and  considered.  The 
fantastic  setting  and  adventure  elements  in  Parry  are  subsidiary 
to  the  portrayal  of  a socialistic  state,  but  he  demonstrates  that 
only  wealth  confers  freedom  from  slavery  in  our  capitalistic  world 
and  rescued  his  protagonist  from  suicide. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  8,  1999 

Note:  This  novel  was  reprinted  by  Grosset  & Dunlap,  with  one  of 

the  color  illustrations  fastened  to  the  front  cover,  but  interior 
illustrations  in  black  and  white.  Both  editions  are  attractive. 
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Paterson,  Isabel 


C,33 

The  Road  of  the  Gods;  New  York,  Horace  Liveright,  Inc., 
1930;  264p. 

An  Alexandrian  wonan,  experienced  as  a courtesan,  but 
cast-off,  applies  to  a northern  tribe  for  the  position  of 
'dasher  of  the  Dead.  She  has  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
Mysteries  to  impress  the  High  Priest,  and  sufficient  beauty 
left  to  entice  him  to  unfaithfulness.  She  poisons  the  High 
Priest^ s wife,  but  refuses  to  be  banished  by  the  High  Priest 
because  of  her  hold  over  him. 

Her  daughter  by  Gleon,  a faithless  Greek  who  had  been 
her  favorite  lover,  she  gives  to  a Norse  giant  who  is  slain 
in  battle.  The  daughter,  m.or tally  ill,  brings  her  daughter.^ 
to  the  care  of  the  Alexandrian  v/oman,  who  raises  her  to  the 
status  of  Runner  to  the  Gods.  Greda , who  resembles  her 
grandfather,  is  loved  by  the  High  Priest ^s  son.  As  the 
price  of  consent  for  their  marriage,  Alethea  the  Alexandrian 
woman  makes  her  granddaughter  promise  that  she  will  learn 
from  her  mate  the  secret  of  eternal  youth  for  women,  which 
has  been  a closely  guarded  secret  of  the  priesthood. 

Greda  learns  the  secret,  tells  her  grandmother,  and  the 
grandm.other  uses  it  only  to  learn  that  it  is  not  efficacious. 
It  is  simply  a trap  by  means  of  which  the  priesthood  can 
learn  that  one  of  their  number  has  been  unable  to  remain 
faithful  to  his  trust. 

Having  failed  to  tem.pt  the  High  Priest  to  rule  with  her, 
Alethea  persuades  a middle-aged  Greek  exile  to  lead  a tribe 
against  his  in  order  to  obtain  treasure  which  is  secreted 
by  the  High  Priest,  who  wishes  to  keep  his  tribe  peaceful 
and  undisturbed  by  v;ar  or  wealth.  The  Greek  exile  ’’Outis’^ 
is  mortally  wounded  by  invading  Romans,  saves  Greda  who  has 
been  sent  to  '^Outls"  by  her  g-^andnother  with  the  signal  to 
Invade;  and  Greda  and  Hoa th  the  High  Priest’s  son  leave  the 
conquered  tribe  to  go  towards  Gaul. 

This  is  mainly  a portrayal  of  a primitive  northern 
tribe  at  the  time  of  the  conquering  Rom.an  empire,  not  long 
after  the  Greeks  had  been  vanquished.  There  is  little  of 
fantasy  interest  in  it,  apart  from  the  religious  customs 
and  beliefs,  but  is  well-written. 


Pa terson-Smy th,  J. 

On  the  Rim  of  the  World:  Looking  Out  Over  the  Wall; 
Toronto,  The  Muss on  Book  Company  Limited  (1922,  Fleming  H. 

Re  veil  Company)  83p. 

This  book  is  a supplement  to  the  author^  s The  G-ospel  of 
the  Hereafter.  Again,  he  aoeuses  the  Church  of  ignoring  the 
importance  of  the  phenomena  of  spiritualism,  and  says  it  is 
essential  for  the  Church  to  accept  and  teach  the  Bible  as  it 
presents  spiritualistic  phenomena;  he  warns  people  to  avoid 
organised  Spiritualism,  saying  that  it  is  a debased  form  of' 
teaching  based  on  the  phenomena  rather  than  on  the  spiritual 
teaching  of  the  Bible. 

His  two  books  seem  to  me  to  support  the  teaching  of 
Arthur  Chambers. 


c 


r. 


Patten,  William  (Editor) 


Anthology 


Great  Short  Stories 5 Vol.  2 Ghost  Stories;  New  York, 


p. 

F.  Collier  & Son  (1906) 

Contents 

428p 

1. 

La  Morte  Amo  reuse 

Theophile  Gautier 

5 

2. 

The  Red  Room 

H.  G.  Wells 

31 

3. 

The  Phantom  ’Rickshaw 

Rudyard  Kipling 

45 

4. 

The  Roll-Call  of  the  Reef 

A.  T.  Quiller-Couch 

69 

5. 

The  House  and  the  Brain 

Edward  Bulwer-Ly tton 

89 

6. 

The  Dream -Woman 

Wilkie  Collins 

121 

7. 

Green  Branches 

Fiona  Macleod 

145 

8. 

A Bewitched  Ship 

W.  Clark  Russell 

161 

9. 

The  Signal-Man 

Charles  Dickens 

175 

10. 

The  Four-Fifteen  Express 

Amelia  B,  Edwards 

191 

11. 

Our  Last  Walk 

Hugh  Conway 

221 

12. 

Thrawn  Janet 

Robert  Louis  3tevenson245 

13. 

A Christmas  Carol 

Charles  Dickens 

259 

14. 

The  Spectre  Bridegroom 

Washington  Irving 

341 

15. 

The  Mysterious  Sketch 

Erckmann-Cha  trian 

359 

16. 

Mr.  Higginbotham’s  Ca tas tropheNa t&aniel  Hawthorne 

379 

17. 

The  White  Old  llald 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne 

395 

18. 

Wandering  Willie’s  Ifele 

Sir  Walter  Scott 

409 

Although  I had  previously  read  a preat  many  of  these 
stories,  I re-read  several,  as  they  are  all  worthv^hile.  I 
did  not  read  A.  Christmas  Carol. 

#1  is  re-titled  Clarimonde  by  French. 

#2  is  re-titled  The  Red  Room  by  French. 

#3  omits  the  introduction  to  the  story  which  is  printed 
in  Kipling’s  volume  of  this  title. 

#8  is  rationalized  as  ventriloquism. 

#16  Is  ra  tionalized . 
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Patten,  7/illiam  (Editor) 


Anthology. 


Great  Short  Stories:  Yol.  3 Romance  and  Adventure;  New 
York,  P.  E.  Collier  & Son  (1906)  432p. 


Con  tents 


1. 

The 

Attack  on  the  Mill 

Emile  Zola 

5 

2. 

The 

Venus  of  Ille 

Prosper  Me  rime e 

45* 

3. 

The 

Pavilion  on  the  Links 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson  77 

4. 

The 

Prisoners 

Guy  de  h’aupassant 

135 

5. 

The 

Siege  of  Berlin 

Alphonse  Daudet 

149 

6 . 

The' 

Man  Who  Would  Be  King 

Rudyard  Kipling 

159 

7. 

The 

Black  Pearl 

Vlctorlen  lardou 

199* 

8. 

The 

Prisoner  of  Assiout 

Grant  Allen 

233 

9. 

The 

Smugp-lers  of  the  Clone 

S.  R.  Crockett 

245 

10. 

The 

My s te r i ou s Mansi on 

Honore  de  Balzac 

257 

11. 

A Terribly  Strange  Bed 

Wilkie  Collins 

271 

12. 

The 

Capture  of  Bill  Sikes 

Charles  Dickens 

291 

13. 

The 

Postmistress  of  Laurel  Run 

Bre  t Ha  r te 

321 

14. 

The 

Captain’s  Vices 

Francois  Coppee 

341 

15. 

Rappaccini^s  Daughter 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne 35 5* 

16. 

Zodomirsky^d  Duel 

Alexandre  Dumas 

389 

17, 

The 

Courting  of  T’nowhead’s  Bell 

James  I'latthew  Barrie  405 

18, 

The 

Rynard  Gold  Reef  Company, Ltd 

Sir  V/alter  Besant 

427 

I read  all  the  stories  in  this  volume  except  #12,  which 
is  excerpted  from  Oliver  Twist. 


#2  is  a horror  fantasy  which  should  be  better  known  than 
it  appears  to  be.  #7  is  a science  fiction  story,  without  any 
touch  of  fantasy,  but  treated  as  a mystery.  #10  is  a horror 
story  without  fantasy;  so  is  #11.  For  expertise  in  narration 
I would  choose  #16  and  #18;  but  I consider  every  story  in  the 
volume  to  be  worth  reading  and  studying. 


Paul,  F.  T/. 


The  Planned  Plane thood  Gauer;  Hew  York,  Lanoer  Books 
(1969)  (1^1  The  Tlan  fron  3.T.U.D.  in)  {#74-531;  75#)  189p, 

Bret  3teele,  TTnlinited  Insurance  Go,  enployee,  is  sent 
to  deliver  an  insurance  policy  on  a ship  "^The  Ocean  Queen-', 
and' finds  that  it  is  a flying  saucer  fron  a planet  like  earth 
on  the  other^side  of  the  sun.  This  space  ship  has  been  sent 
to  earth  so  that  109  girls  could  be  inpregnated,  males  on  the 
twin  planet  havinfr  evolved  to  a point  whe -^e  they  are  almost 
impotent.  Even  Bret  finds  difficulty  in  carrying  out  this 
assignment,  and  his  adventures  in  seeking  to  ecco^Tolish  it 
form  the  substance  of  the  story. 

Although ' told  in  a tongue-in-cheek  humorous  fashion,  the 
obvious  sexual  incidents  are  the  prme  purpose  of  the  book,  . 
and  it  is  unimportant  from  the  fantasy  point  of  viev/.  There 
are  some  amusing  situations,  but  the  whole  story  is  so  con- 
trived that  it  reads  like  a spoof. 

This  is  only  another  mildly  pornographic  book,  aimed  at 
the  current  interest  in  science  fiction  and  fantasy,  and  is 
an  unwelcome  intruder. 


Payne,  Phoebe 

Man’ <5  Latent  Powers;  with  a preface  by  E.  Graham  Howe; 
London,  Faber  and  Faber  Limited  (February,  1938)  269p. 

This  book  is  a study  of  mediumship  by  a positive  medium 
defining  herself  on  the  basis  that  she  controls,  rather  than 
allowing  an  outside  entity  to  do  so.  Her  phenomena  dated 
from  childhood  and  she  consciously  studied  them  throughout 
her  life.  The  writing  is  highly  literate  and  the  book  must 
receive  serious  consideration. 

The  author  was  later  married  to  Laurence  J.  Bendit  and 
collaborated  with  him  to  write  The  Psychic  ^ense . 

Payne  grants  reality  to  non-human  entities  like  elemen- 
tals,  fairies  and  nature  spirits  and  says  that  sensitive 
children  are  often  injured  psychologically  by  having  their 
"playmates’*  dismissed  as  fantasies.  Although  not  specifically 
stated,  it  is  possible  that  her  ideas  have  been  influenced  by 
Theosophical  teachings. 

This  book  comes  closest  to  supporting  the  fictional  work 
of  Algernon  Blackwood  of  any  I have  read,  l^ny  autobiographi- 
cal books  by  mediums  are  superficial. 

Lacking  an  index,  this  book  should  be  summarized  in  my 
notes  but  is  too  Important  for  abridgment.  The  phenomena  and 
functions  of  mediumship  are  detailed  and  practical,  and  no 
student  should  fail  to  study  this  book. 
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Payne,  Phoebe  D, , and  Bendit,  Laurence  J. 

The  Pwychic  ^enge ; with  a foreword  by  L,  A.  G.  Strong- 
New  York,  E,  P.  Dutton  & Co.,  Inc.,  1949  (1949,  Publi?^her<?) 
Bibliography  224p . 

This  book  i.??  an  amalgamation  of  Payne’s  Man’s  Latent 
Powers  aad  Bendit’s  Paranormal  Cognition.  Strong* s intro- 
duction  mentions  six  positive  and  one  negative  instances  of 
psychic  events  he  observed  concerning  Payne. 

Several  of  the  illustrative  cases  used  in  this  book 
were  originally  published  in  the  earlier  books,  but  the  text 
is  more  tempered  Snd  cautious  than  Payne’s  book,  likely  the 
result  of  Bendit ’ s"^ input.  I would  not  say,  however,  that 
anything  ih  Payne’s  book  has  been  negated. 

These  three  books  are  a serious  study  of  mediumship  and 
Payne  as  a positive  medium.  They  are  essential  texts  for 
students  of  the  phenomena  and  for  psychologists  dealing  with 
problems  of  childhood. 
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Payne,  Robert 


The  Lord  Comes:  A Novel  on  the  Life  of  Buddha;  Melbourne/ 
London/Toronto,  William  Heinemann  Ltd  (1948)  336p. 

The  part  of  this  novel  ending  at  page  170  is  devoted  to  the 
luxurious  life  of  Prince  Siddartha  upon  whom  was  lavished  all  the 
jewels,  women  and  other  luxuries  of  the  heir  to  the  throne.  He 
tired  of  this  wasteful  life,  turned  to  mysticism,  became  a mendi- 
cant and  recluse,  and  lived  to  old  age  as  a mystic. 

Told  by  Prince  Ananda,  his  four  years  younger  cousin,  this  is 
an  allegedly  personal  account.  The  sayings  and  life  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  book  made  little  sense  to  me. 

This  book  is  well  written,  and  should  be  compared  with  other 
biographies,  fictional  and  factual. 
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EduQuest  Canada'  ' 

Technical  Support  - Offerings 


Telephone  Technical  Services  - TTS  Contract: 

- Pricing: 

- Less  than  5 TTS  contracts  $999 

- 5 TTS  contracts  or  greater  $899 

" Provides  help  with 

How  To  Use  & Problem  Determination  Questions 
For  ICLAS/SV 

IBM  Courseware  ■ 

NOVELL 
1-800  Number 
Unlimited  Calls 

Free  ICLAS/SV  Patches  CD-ROMs  (3  annually)  450  value! 

- Free  3rd  Party  S/W  Installation  Guide  200  value! 

- Telephone  only  - charges  for  on-site  service 

- Will  arrange  for  on-site  support,  if  required 
Recommended  configs  only  - H/W  & S/W 

- non-standard  questions  - TTS  Per  Call 

- Service  available  in  English  only 

- Hours  are  8:00  AM  - 6:00  PM  EST 

- Annual  Contract  Renews  Automatically 


Telephone  Technical  Services 


Here  is  some  information  on  TTS.  If  you  would  like  to  register,  please  let  me 
know  and  I will  forward  the  information  on  to  the  technical  support  group.  We 
are  accepting  registrations  and  school  divisions  have  begun  to  use  the  service. 


Please  call  if  you  have  any  questions  at  1-800-665-8600  or  (204)  934  2750. 


Thank 

//)03,y/w 


y -44r^U:4^ . 


J/iy\j^MSY-o  Jh^  AAA<yr. 
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Payton,  Barbara 


I An  Not  Ashaned;  Los  Angeles,  California,  Holloway 
House  Publishing  Company;  Illustrated  (HH-108)  190p. 

Although  she  made  over  a million  dollars  by  starring  in 
movies,  and  admits  having  taken  every  advantage  that  offered 
opportunity,  regardless  of  ethics,  in  1963,  at  the  age  of  35 
Barbara  had  a son  being  educated  in  Europe,  had  gone  through 
four  marriages  including  Tom  Neal  and  Franchot  Tone,  and  was 
at  the  time  the  book  was  written,  reduced  to  prostitution  at 
|5.00.  ■ 3he  admits  having  done  things  that  she  can^ t bear 
to  tell,  and  my  Impression  is  that  she  was  a self-seeking 
and  ambitious  career-girl , ^promiscuous  and  unreliable,  ?/hose 
downfall  was  brought  about  by  her  trying  to  ^'get  even^^  with 
people  she  thought  had  injured  her,  particularly  men,  and  by 
assuming  that  she  was  above  the  social  code  and  could  act  as 
she  pleased.  Probably  drugs  and  drink,  to  which  she  resorted 
when  tired  after  a day^s  acting,  and  her  desire  to  demonstrate 
her  power  over  men,  led  to  her  deserving  a disreputable  name, 
and  she  was  dropped  from  the  studios. 

I suspect  that  she  was  offered  money  for  this  book  when 
she  was  badly  in  need,  and  that  the  money  did  her  no  good. 

Her  story  might  have  been  used  as  the  pattern  for  3usann^s 
Valley  of  the  Dolls.  I’m  not  su. re  which  book  appeared  first. 

Note:  Chapter  14,  pages  92-94,  of  His  Veird  and  Wanton 

\Vays  by  Richard’^ia thison , confirms  the  impressions  set  forth 
above , I see  that  I did  not  note  the  date  of  publication  of 
the  book  ostensibly  written  by  her,  but  she  died  in  sordid 
circumstances,  according  to  3eff  Chouinard,  as  retold  by 
Na this on. 


Pearson,  Edmund  Lester 


Books  in  Black  or  Hed;  New  York,  The  Macmillan  Company, 
1924  (new  Edition  February,  1924);  Illustrated.  213p, 

These  are  essays  about  books  in  various  collecting 
categories,  from  dime  novels,  to  hoaxes.  There  is  very 
little  of  interest  to  me,  but  there  is  a very  amusing  story 
{XI.  The  Lost  First  Folio)  about  a collector  on  the  trail  cf 
a Shakespeare,  in  correspondence  with  his  aunt,  which  should 
interest  anyone. 

In  the  first  chapter,  Pearson  says  some  ting  of  Ghatterton 
and  on  page  9 says  ^^Before  he  v/as  eighteen  years  old,  hungry 
and  in  despair,  Ghatterton  poisoned  himself  with  arsenic — and 
died  that  most  distressing  death.  He  is.  of  the  opinion  that 
Ghat  ter  ton’s  poetry  was  not  of  lasting  worth,  and  me  at  ions 
that  only  short  examples  appear  in  some  anthology  verse  collec 
tions. 

Pearson  praises  Frank  R.  Stockton,  but  does  not  seem  to 
be  enthusiastic  about  other  than  humorous  fantasy  like  Anstey, 


\ 
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Pearson,  Edmund  Lester 


Studies  in  Murder;  Illustrated;  Garden  City,  New  York, 
Garden  City  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.  (1924,  The  Macmillan  Com- 
pany); Appendix  295p. 

1,  The  Borden  Case.  (The  sequel  is  in  Gibson’s  The  Fine 
Art  of  Murder) . On  p,  83-4,  Algernon  Blackwood  is  mentioned; 
on  p.  116  Lily  Dougall.  2.  Benjamin  Nathan,  1870,  unsolved. 

3.  Captain  and  Mrs,  Charles  I,  Nash  (Laura)  murdered  by  Mats 
Bram  (Thomas  Mead  Chambers)  on  board  Herbert  Fuller;  4.  Mabel 
Page  murdered  by  Charles  Louis  Tucker,  1904.  5.  Hussel  Colvin 

alleged  to  have  been  murdered  by  the  Boom  bros.,  but  turned 
up  alive  many  years’ later,  despite  a dream  by  Uncle  Amos  Boom. 
(See  Borchard’s  Convicting  the  Innocent). 

Pearson  is  probably  the  outstanding  authority  on  the  Borden 
case,  and  his  studies  are  excellent. 

See  Sutherland  re  Lizzie  Borden, 
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rear?? on,  Eej=?i<:eth 


Conan  Doyle:  Hiq  Life  and  Art;  London,  Methuen  and  ^ 
Company,  Ltd.  for  The  Britie^h  Publie^herq  Guild  (Guild  Bookq 
#224);  (1946),  (1943);  Index  207p. 

Thiq  ibook  iq  referred  to  by  Pierre  Nordon  ae?  a "pqeudo- 
biography^  refuted  by  Adrian  M.  Conan  Doyle  in  a 24-p8.c>*e 
pamphlet  publiqhed  by  John  Murray  in  1945.  I have ''not  c-een 
thiq  refutation,  but  am  inclined  to  agree  that  thiq  iq  ba^ed 
on  Doyle’ q own  autobiographical  writingq  and  omitq'importan t 
epiqodeq  and  any  thorough  con«?idera tion  of  Doyle  aq  a world 
figure.  For  inqtance,  Koudini’q  name  doec;  not  appear,  nor 
doe«3  that  of  Harry  Price;  and  both  the«5e  m.en  knevrfar  more  ' 
about  pqychic  phenomena  than  the  literary  men  who^^e  oplnionq 
Pearqon  quoteq,  and  contended  with  Doyle.  The  lonse^^t  chap- 
ter in " the  book  i^;  devoted  to  Doctor  Budd,  influential  in' 
Doyle ’q  life  and  hi*?  literary  work  and  intereqting  in  him-^elf 
but  taking  up  much  more  of  thin  book  than  he  nhould. 

Doyle ’n  own  autobiographical  writingn  convey  a truer 
imprennion  of  the  man,  but  Peamon  haq  nome  in te renting^  viawq 
about  Doyle ’n  materialinm  and '"fancy”  rather  than  imagination 
in  hi <5  work.  Pearqon  promote^  the  view  that  cjuiri tuali^^tq 
and  their  beliefq  are  ma  terialiq  tic , and  that  real  qniritual 
valueq  are  held  by  people  who  are  indifferent  about  qurvival 
of  bodily  death.  Imaginative,  my^itical  and  ethical  valueq 
outweighing  any  thought  of  immortality. 

Only  the 'final  chapter  ^eal^  with  Doyle  ’ actual  work 
in  ^piri tualiqm,  and  it  doeq  not  convey  any  idea  of  the  long 
period  of  investigation  and  consideration  of  the^sub ,1ec t ' 
upon  which  Doyle ’q  faith '’^q  based.  Nevertheless,  oninions 
of  Doyle’s  con tempora rieq  as  literary  men  concerning  him  are 
interesting.  A printer’ q error,  of  which  there  are  many  in 
the  book,  mentionq  a book  by  Nobert  ITichenq  as  ^""rq.  ^•aiden,-' 
which  should  be  Mts.  i'erden.  And  although  the  imprer-c^ion  is 
given  that  ITichenq  waq  skeptical,  any  student  of  his  work  is 
av/are  that  he  was  a serious  student  of  psyohic  phenomena  and 
wrote  many  stories  in  support  of  their  reality. 

Despite  its  superficiality,  this  is'an  interesting  and 
entertaining  view  of  Doyle,  and  an  expression  of  its  author’s 
opinions  relating  to  him.  I consider  it  worth  keeping. 
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Percy,  H.  R. 

'/iv  \ 

The  Time  las, s Island  and  Other  Stories;  Toronto,,  The 
Ryerson  Press  (i960)  163pp. 

Contents 

1.  The  T/a Iking  Tree  1* 

2.  Haliburton  ' 14 

3.  The  Captain^  s Lady  23 

4.  The  Sailor  and  the  Princess  32* 

5.  Hope  > 47 

6.  Tinsel  56 

7.  Its  Own  Rev/a rd  6d 

6.  The  Wedding  Party  , ' . 75 

9,  Tlie  Party  Dress  , ’ 84 

10,  A Spirited  Encounter  96 

11,  The  Timeless  Island  ’#  ■ ' 104* 

12,  The  Rendezvous  ■ ^ ' 124 

13,  The  Wastelander  136 

14,  The  Mountain  148* 


Only  #4  and  #11  of  these  stories  are  fantasy.  jfl  tells 
of  a sailor  who  was  drawn  into  an  old  enchantment.  #11  is  a 
ghosts  story,  indicating  reincarnation.  Both  are  worth  being 
anthologlsed . 

#1  and  #14  are  both  mystical , but  not  sufficiently  so 
to  be  classified  as  fantasy. 

#1  and  #13  (both  have  as  characters  blind  ivomen,  and  I 
suspect  that  the  author  was  greatly  influence  by  a blind 
woman. 

Extremely  well  written,  all  of  these  stories  are  above 
average  in  execution,  and  have  ^’slick'’  or  literary  value.  I 
look  forward  to  finding  more  of  this  author ^s  work. 


1 

1 


i 


I, 


Perkins,  D.  M. 


Deep  Throat;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 
(#01857),  (1973,  Gerard  Damiano) , (Film,  1972)  190p. 

This  is  a junky  novel  based  on  the  film  and  its  script. 
Three. of  the  characters  are  based  on  the  Marx  Brothers,  and 
other  characters  are  types. 

The  theme  -is  that  Linda  has  her  clitoris  in  her  throat 
and  her  doctor  becomes  fam.ous  for  discovering  this.  Bhe  has 
been  seeking  sexual  fulfillment  in  the  ordinary  way  and  is 
sure  she  had  been  missing  something  because  of  her  inability 
to  achieve  orgasm  in  the  usual  way. 

Because  of  the  theme,  this  could  be  considered  fantasy, 
but  is  basically  merely  a sex  novel. 


Perkins,  Kenneth 

Q,ueen  of  the  Night;  New  York,  Gross©  t k Dunlap  (192  5, 
LlcClurg)  ' . , 312p. 

This  is  a peculiar  story  of  the  captain,  na  te , and  boat 
swain  of  a ship  who  land  in  a bayou  to  split  the  contents  of 
the  sea-chest  of  a cciipanlon  seanan,  consisting  of  gold  and 
silks  with  a few  jewels.  The  captain  and  mate  take  the  gold 
leaving  the'’ boa  tswain  with  the  silks  and  a few  ornaiaents  of 
jewl®y. 

The  inn  is  operated  by  a rascally  couple  who  have  taken 
in  for  adoption  a beautiful  Spanish  girl  v/hom  they  treat  Ilk 
Cinderella,  The  boatswain  clothes  her  from  the  chest,  and 
for  one  night  she  is  the  toast  of  the-  place,  A bull-fimhter 
besieges  her;  the  captain  and  the  mate  make  a play  for  her; 
but  she  fears  the  bull-figh ter , and  when  the.  boatswain  cham- 
pions her  she  falls  in  love  with  him.  The  boatswain,  first 
treating  the  matter  as  a lark,  falls  in  love,  too,  and  the 
story  consists  is  the  varying  complications  broght  about  by 
the  characters  mane ouv ring  for  the  treasure  and  the  girl. 

Aside  from  the  adventure  element,  this  story  has  lit-^le 
to  offer,  and  is  of  no  permanent  value. 


Peterkiewioz,  Jerzy 

Inner  Circle;  Illustrated  by  N.  Souza;  London,  Mac- 
Millan and  Company  Limited  (1966,  Author)  185p, 

The  dust  ^Qcket  blurb  describes  this  book  more  flatter- 
ingly than  I would.  Three  separate  stories  are  interwoven, 
subtitled  Surface,  Underground,  and  Sky.  Perhaps  the  author 
means  future,  present  and  past;  perhaps  heaven,  hell  and  the 
mundane  world;  in  any  event,  his  book  conveys  little  of  sig- 
nificance to  me.  Whether  it  is  symbolic,  ironic,  or  merely 
incoherent  in  meaning,  I cannot  say. 

It  woul(^  not  be  possible  for  me  to  recommend  this  book 
to  anyone  unless  that  person  is  interested  in  experimental 
writing. 


\ 


'• ' . '''  i , 


Peters,  Fritz 


Finicjtere;  New  York,  Lancer  Book<^  (#74-947),  (1968), 
(1951,  Arthur  A.  Peters)  254p. 

I'latthew  Cameron  is  15  years  old  when  his  parents  divorce 
and  he  is  placed  in  a boarding  aohool  in  France.  Hia  father 
re-marries,  as  does  his  mother;  hi^;  father’ <3  friend  who  ha«=! 
been  almoc-t  like  a father  or  brother  to  him,  lives  with  a 
French  woman  and  is  on  the  verge  of  marrying  her,  so  that 
Matthew  feels  abandoned  by  all  hi<3  loved  ones. 

7/hile  swilling,  he  tirec-  and  is  almo^- t drowned,  being 
saved  by  a physical  education  teacher  of  the  school.  A toomo- 
sexual,  the  teacher  makes  advances  and  seduces  I'feitthew.  The 
boy  needs  and  accepts  the  love  of  the  older  man,  the  physical 
aspects  of  the  situation  being  c-econdary  to  the  spiritual 
need.  This  love  makes  i^tthew  blocjsom  physically  and  mental- 
ly; he  sees  nothing  wrong  with  it  in  -Dit#  of  th®  -^arninffs 
intimated  by  the  teaciier. 

Ro^ccted  by  his  mother  when  he  confesses  his  ^’c-in”,  Mat- 
thew drowns  himself. 

Thi«3  is  a mature  novel,  quietly  and  sincerely  written, 
exploring  the  nature  of  adolecjcent  love  and  the  awakening  of 
sexuality,  and  outlining  the  usually  fleeting  nature  of  homo- 
sexual attachments,  despite  their  intensity  while  they  last. 

I cannot  help  feeling  that  all  human  beings  are  basical- 
ly the  same,  and  potentially  subject  to  aberrations  which  may 
stem  from  people  or  incidents  which  occur  while  character  is 
in  process  of  formation.  The  necessity  for  tolerance  and 
understanding  is  made  clear  by  this  book. 
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Peters,  Fritz 


The  'Vorld  Next  Door;  New  York,  '^ignet  Bookc;  (/81Z) 

(1949,  Arthur  A.  Peter«^),  ( "'eptember , 1950),  (Farrar,  '^trauc- 
and  Company,  Ino.)  207p. 

The  author  abridged  the  original  edition  for  thiq  paner- 
back  reprint;  I believe  it  v;ould  be  worthwhile  to  ctearch  for 
the  unabridged  version. 

Although  prec-ented  a novel,  the  book  in  baned  on  ac- 
tua  1 experience.  Although  unav^are  of  being  mentally  ill,  the 
author ’q  actionq  led  hin  mother  and  qtepfather  to  commit  him 
to  an  institution;  he  spent  a month  there  before  beine^  re- 
leased, and  this  is  his  =;tory  of  his  illnenc.  and  environment 
and  treatment  while  there. 

Authentic  and  endorsed  by  Karl  Menninger  and  James  Hil- 
ton, this  is  a well-written  and  fascinating  autobiographical 
document.  It  will  ^oin  my  collection  of  similar  books,  and 
I recommend  it  to  anyone  interested  in  psychiatry. 
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Petrie,  Sidney  with  Robert  B.  Stone 

What  Modern  Hypnotism  Can  Do  for  You;  Greenwich,  Connecticut 
Fawcett  Publications  (Crest  #M1742)  (1968,  authors);  July,  1972 

224p. 

I gave  a copy  of  this  book  to  Bill  Nichols  before  reading  it 
myself,  but  it  is  a very  good  and  interesting  summary  with  many 
case  histories  and  unfortunately  lacks  the  index  which  would  make 
it  easy  for  reference. 

The  authors,  like  many  practioners  of  hypnosis,  forecast  its 
increased  use  for  medical  purposes. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2000 
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Phelan,  James 

Howard  Hughes:  The  Hidden  Years;  New  York,  V/arner 
Books  (October,  1977),  (1976,  Phelan,  Gordon  Margulls  and 
Mell  'Stewart),  ( Random  Hou«^e , Inc.);  Illustrated  301p 

With  merely  an  outline  of  the  earlier  years,  this  is 
mainly  the  story  of  his  last  fifteen  years  of  Hughe  si  life 
and  based  on  anecdotes  narrated  by  the  joint  copyrif?ht  men. 

His  declining  health  and  power  are  revealed,  and  Hughe 
is  depicted  as  insane  with  lucid  intervals  during  which  he 
was  able  to  function  sufficiently  to  avoid  institutionallza 
tlon.  That  his  money  Influenced  governmental  authority  is 
amply  clear,  but  in  reduced  pov/er. 

There  is  an  outline  of  the  Clifford  Irving 'Hoax,  the 
battle  v;ith  a new  Governor  of  Nevada 'over  licensing,  Hughes 
flight  from  legal  jurisdiction  by  residing  in  the  Bahamas, 
Guatamela  and  Vancouver  and  England;  his  naked,  reclusive 
invalidism,  preoccupation  with  movies,  his  phobias  and  odd 
eating  habits,  his  association  with  Maheu  and  other  th'ngs 
which  transpired.  It  is  unlikely  that  a more  detailed  ac- 
count of  his  last  years  will  be  publlc^hed. 

There  are  a few  unimportant  errors  made  by  Phelan  in 
his  ha^te  to  produce  this  book,  but  the  entire  volume  is  an 
unimportant  one  by  comparison  with  Dietrich* s. 
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Phelps,  Elizabeth  Stuart 

A Chariot  of  Fire;  Illustrated;  New  York  and  London,  Harper 
& Brothers  Publishers,  1910;;  (1905,  October,  1910,  Publishers) 

45p. 

Attending  the  funeral  of  an  uncle,  a man  is  summoned  home 
by  a telegram  informing  him  that  his  young  son  has  been  seriously 
injured  in  an  accident.  Missing  the  first  train,  he  is  unsuccess- 
ful in  hiring  a livery  and  begs  transportation  from  a wealthy  man 
who  accedes  to  his  request  by  driving  him  in  his  automobile. 

The  wealthy  man  discovers  that  his  own  chauffeur  has  run  away 
after  admitting  that  the  car  had  struck  the  boy.  He  keeps  silent 
but  visits  the  injured  boy  until  he  is  well;  but  his  wife  cannot 
longer  withhold  confession,  discovering  that  the  victim’s  family 
had  known  all  along  about  the  perpetrator,  but  had  also  kept  quiet 
for  fear  of  worrying  the  wealthy  man. 

This  is  typical  of  the  kind  of  story  which  made  the  author 
popular  in  her  time. 
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RGCL  / IBM  WORK  PLAN 


Phelps,  Elizabeth  Stuart 

Comrades;  Illustrated  by  Howard  E.  Smith;  New  York  and  Lon- 
don, Harper  & Brothers,  1911  (September,  1911,  Publishers)  49p. 

Four  Civil  War  veterans  do  their  best  to  parade  on  Memorial 
Day,  but  disabilities  create  problems.  Three  die  and  the  oldest 
survives  with  the  help  of  his  devoted  younger  wife,  who  sees  the 
ghost  of  his  dog  following  him  in  the  parade,  rather  than  the 
ghosts  of  his  comrades. 

This  is  borderline  fantasy. 


DEPARTMENT/FUNCTION  PROCESS 


Meeting 

• Briefing 

• Demonstration 

• Analysis 

Volumes,  Transactions,  Error  Rates  Report  - Format,  Frequency, 
Number  of  terminals  & types 

• Comparisons  (Qualitative) 


Post  Meeting 

• Summary  Report 

- Report 

Interface  Requirements 
Tentative  choice 
Benefits 

- Implementation  Considerations  (including  interdependences) 


Phelps,  Elizabeth  Stuart 

Jonathan  and  David;  with  Illustrations  by  W.  T.  Smedley; 

New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers,  1909;  (1904,  Publishers) 

48p. 

This  sentimental  story  of  an  old  pensioner  who  cannot  raise 
$2.00  for  his  dog’s  license  and  is  threatened  with  removal  of  the 
dog  to  the  pound;  saved  by  a gracious  wealthy  lady  who  has  allowed 
him  to  live  rent  free  in  his  old  home,  is  aimed  at  philanthropy  by 
those  who  can  afford  charity. 


Functional  Priorities 


1. 

Branch  Retail 

2. 

Branch  Administration 

3. 

Cage 

4. 

Special  Products 

5. 

Compl iance 

6. 

Management/Bonds 

Debt  Instrument  (Bond) 

7. 

Institutional  Trading 

Trading  (Stocks) 

Phelps,  Elizabeth  Stuart 


The  Supply  at  Saint  Agatha’s;  with  Illustrations  by  E. 

Boyd  Smith  and  Marcia  Oakes  Woodbury;  Boston  and  New  York, 
Houghton  Mifflin  and  Company,  1897;  (1896,  author  and  publishers) 

38p. 

An  old  retired  minister,  asked  to  preach  on  an  emergency  ba- 
sis, agrees,  but  is  taken  ill  and  is  unable  to  fulfill  his  com- 
mitment. A message  is  received  at  the  church  that  the  ceremoney 
will  proceed;  a marvelous  sermon  is  preached,  but  reporters  and 
congregation  are  unable  later  to  recall  either  details  of  the  ser 
mon  or  a description  of  the  preacher. 

The  story  ends  with  the  statement  that  the  old  minister  had 
died  on  the  Sunday  morning,  the  inference  being  that  divine  inter 
vention  had  supplied  the  sermon. 

This  story  illustrates  my  old  question:  how  is  one  to  dif- 

ferentiate between  the  fantasy  and  the  religious  novel? 


1)  BRANCH  RETAIL  (5  Days) 


SESSION  1 


- Commission  Reports/Payment 


SESSION  2 


- Status  Slips  (DAS) 

- Account  Inquiry 

(Trade  History,  Activity  History,  Name  i 
Positive  Cash  Balances,  Margin  Status, 
Eligibility,  Suitability) 

- Outside  Holdings  ) 

- Original  Cost  )==>  Black  Book 

- Portfolio  Evaluation  ) 

- Research  Information 


SESSION  3 


- Order  Entry 

- Order  Match 

- Order  Fill  Reporting 


SESSION  4 


- Client  Statement 

- Tax  Reporting  Y/E 


: Address, 

Del i nquency , 


Phillips,  Alexander  M. 


The  Mislaid  Charm;  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  The  Prime  Press;  Il- 
lustrated by  Herschel  Levit,  autographed;  1947  92p. 

A charm  enabling  gnomes  to  manifest  is  implanted  in  an  im- 
pecuneous  writer  who,  on  receiving  notice  of  the  acceptance  of  a 
story  decides  to  celebrate.  A salesman  partly  tipsy  treats  him 
to  an  excess  of  intoxicating  beverages  and  he  and  a 5’11”  girl 
share  a fantastic  evening. 

This  is  too  slight  a story,  even  for  so  short  a book.  In 
fact  the  illustrations  are  better  than  the  story. 

I have  another  copy  of  the  book  with  a dark  green  illustrated 
dust  jacket  by  Tschirky. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  4,  2003 
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Philips,  F.  C 


The  Strange  Adventures  of  Lucy  Smith;  Unabridged  Edition 
New  York,  Hurst  & Co,,  n.d.  151p, 

Published  at  some  date  after  1882  (piano  advertisement 
inside  back  cover  shows  that  date),  this  is  a rather  insipid 
story  of  a girl  brought  up  by  two  old  maid  sisters  who  run  a 
boarding  school  for  girls.  Becoming  a governess,  she  is  an 
attractive  brunette  whose  wealthy  employer  pays  her  well  and 
gives  her  a-  bonus  when  he  goes  to  live  in  France  and  leaves 
her  to  obtain  other  employment. 

While  shopping,  she  is  accused  of  paying  in  counterfeit 
money.  Saved  by  an  old  woman  who  may  have  planted  the  money 
on  her,  she  agrees  to  sell  her  dreams  for  payment  of  a pound 
a day,  and  livea luxuriously;  but  her  dreams  become  night- 
mares which  leave  her  exhausted  and  debilitated;  and  she  re- 
alizes that  the  old  woman  and  an  old  man  who  appear  in  them 
can  control  their  nature. 

Meeting  a young  man  who  has  come  into  a generous  inher- 
itance, she  becom.es  friendly  with  him  and  then  agrees  to  go 
on  his  yacht  which  has  a large  crew.  He  proposes  marriage 
when  absence  from  her  hotel  compromises  her,  and  she  agrees. 
In  France',  however,  the  old  woman  seeks  her  out  and  accuses 
her  of  failing  to  keep  her  agreement  on  the  dreams;  the  boy 
and  a Dr.  Althaus,  a friend  of  his  father’s  who  is  a savant, 
protect  her,  expose  the  old  woman  as  a former  white  slaver, 
locate  the  old  man  in  the  dreams  and  threaten  him  with  dire 
consequences  if  he  keeps  up  his  control  over  Lucy,  and  in 
the  end  defeat  him  despite  his  evil  power. 

A hackneyed  occult  novel,  told  by  alternating  the  nar- 
ratives of  Lucy  and  Edward,  it  may  have  been  inspired  by 
Bram  Stoker’s  Dracula,  but  is  inferior  in  every  way.  It 
qualifies  as  fantasy,  but  is  of  no  importance. 


Mf 


Phillips,  Parrott  (Editor) 


Symposium 


Out  of  This  World;  The  Illustrated  Library  of  the  Bizarre 
and  Extraordinary;  Nei^r  York,  Phoebus  Publishing  Company  (1976, 
1977,  1978);  24  volume  set;  120  pages  each  volume. 


Although  pri 
tish  and  those  kn 
errors,  the  text 
sonable  accuracy, 
tion  some  inciden 
the  general  publi 
lar,  with  few  tec 


nted  in  the  United  States,  the  authors  are  Bri- 
own  to  me  reputable.  Apart  from  some  grammatical 
is  well  written  and  the  events  narrated  with  re~ 
though  these  summaries  leave  out  of  considera- 
ts  I consider  important.  The  set  is  intended  for 
c,  and  not  for  the  scholar,  so  the  style  is  popu- 
hnical  details. 


Each  articl 
dependently,  Th 
through  the  set, 
research,  spirit 
disasters,  war, 
can  be  understoo 


e covers  a limited  subject,  and  can  be  read  in- 
e more  important  subjects  are  treated  at  length 
so  that  popular  histories  of  witchcraft,  psychic 
ualisra,  movie  stars,  front  page  articles  about 
sea  mysteries,  reincarnation  and  similar  topics 
d. 


There  is  no  bibliography,  although  individual  books  are  men- 
tioned in  the  text.  The  final  volume  ends  with  a helpful  index  on 
pages  107-120. 

As  a source  of  general  information  and  an  incentive  for  added 
study,  this  set  is  entertaining  and  useful.  My  extensive  reading 
meant  that  I was  already  familiar  with  many  subjects,  but  others 
conveyed  knowledge  I should  not  otherwise  likely  have  acquired, 

I shall  retain  this  set  for  reference.  It  is  a companion  for 
my  set  of  Man,  Myth  and  Magic. 
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Phillips,  Rog 


World  of  If;  Chicago,  Century  Publications  (Merit  Books 
#3-13),  (1951,  Publishers)  126p. 

This  is  a very  in-teresting  alternate  world  novel  based 
on  differing  time  tracks  induced  through  hypnosis  and  used 
for  business  forecasting. 

John  Dow,  a millionaire  publisher,  is  approached  by  the 
director  of  a business  forecasting  magazine  and  asked  to  sub- 
mit to  hypnotic  experimentation  as  a key  figure  in  exploring 
a time  track  which  appears  to  include  invariant  factors.  As 
he  recognizes  the  potential  of  the  procedures,  Dow  swiftly 
sets  in  motion  measures  with  a view  to  gaining  financial  con- 
trol of  the  forecasting  company  by  buying  control  of  its  ban- 
kers. 

Acceding  to  the  request,  but  accompanied  by.  his  friend 
and  mentor  Joe  Pace,  John  finds  himself  immersed  in  Am.erica 
of  the  near  future  under  communist  control  and  forced  by  the 
threat  of  harm  to  his  family  to  declare  allegiance  to  the 
new  regime.  His  own  abilities  enable  him  to  rise  to  power, 
but  his  secretary  is  in  love  with  him  and  causes  his  wife  to 
leave  him;  he  is  under  the  domination  of  powerful  leaders; 
and  only  by  skilful  maneuvering  does  he  manage  to  maintain  a 
position  of  power.  In  this  alternate  world.,  Joe  Pace  is  his 
friend  and  mentor,  also. 

Emerging  into  the  everyday  world  from  the  hypnotic  state 
John  is  again  approached  by  Dr.  French  who  asks  him  to  sub.m.it 
to  a further  session,  and  to  permit  also  that  Joe  be  treated 
because  he  is  an  important  figure  in  John^s  future.  Althou^rh 
agreeing,  John  evades  having  Joe  treated,  having?  identified 
French  as  a menacing  figure  duplicating  his  conm.unist  super- 
ior in  the  alternate  world  whom  he  asks  Joe  to  elim.inate. 

This  story  is  -curiously  ambivalent.  Portrayed  as  the 
incarnation  of  money-power,  John  controls  politicians  and  the 
police  and  maintains  his  position  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
story.  Yet  his  experiences  under  communistic  rule  make  him 
dread  such  a future;  he  never  appears  to  think  of  the  oppres- 
sed people  once  he  is  back  in  power  as  a capitalist.  His 
role  in  both  worlds  is  one  of  ultimate  power;  he  is  the  op- 
pressor; yet  he  is  portrayed  as  a sympathetic  character.  I 
do  not  fa  thorn  the  author's  personal  bias. 

FTypnosis  and  alternate  time  tracks  are  two  sub  fleets  of 
importance  to  me,  and  this  novel  uses  both,  so  should  be  re- 
tained for  reference. 


I 


Phillip's,  Rog  (R.  P.  Graham) 

Worlds  Within;  Chicago,  Century  Publications  (1950,  R, 

P.  Graham)  159p. 

Toronto,  London,  New  York,  Export  Publishing  Enterprises 
Limited,  (September,  1950),  (Newsstand  Library  #142  ioOp. 

The  most  important  thing  about  this  novel, of.  interlocks 
ing  worlds  and  transportation  betv/een  them  via  the  fourth 
dimension  is  the  bringing  into  it  as  characters  the  flying 
serpents  and  the  Xinli  of  Merritt’s  The  Pace  in  the  Abyss  and 
the  suggestion  that  Merritt  was  telling  truth  asfiction.  In 
addition,  Phillips  mentions  the  Shaver  Mystery  and  Charles 
Fort  (spelled  Forte  in  error)  in  support  of  his  hypothesis  of 
worlds  within  worlds. 

Lin  Carter,  about  to  demonstrate  a new  plane  for  Lockheed 
Aircraft,  Is  Interrupted  by  a girl  in  a space  suit  who  is. be- 
ing chased  by  two  men.  She  melts  through  the  floor  of  his 
room  into  the  room  below,  v/hile  the  men,  disappearing  into  the 
next  plane  by  parachute,  believe  her  to  have  gone  into  another 
Earth  on  a different  plane. 

The  girl  is  Edona  Morell,  whose  father  had  taught  Lin 
some  years  before.  She  has  cone  for  Lin  because  her  father  is 
dying  and  wishes  to  co'riit  her  to  Lin’s  chaige,  Lin  accepts, 
but  is  irmi^edia tely  dravm  into  another  plane  where  Incas  with 
advanced  science  are  ba ttling  against  prehistoric  beasts  Xinli 
'and  flying  serpents.  Some  of  the  serpents  (are  for  mankind, 
but  others  are  inimical;  one  of  then  v^ho  apprently  understands 
Lin  by  telepathy  guides  and  protects  him  near  the  conclusion 
of  the  story,  when  the  chief  Inca  (white  with  blue  eyes  and 
black  hair,  as  is  his  sister  who  plays  the  siren  to  Lin  and  is 
strong  where  her  brother  is  cowardly)  attempts  to  close  the 
door  between  the  planes  of  existence  and  thus  keep  out  the 
flying  serpents. 

See  pp. 66-67,  89-90,  146  where  Lin  asks  T^ara  if  she  has  heard 
of  a creature  called  '’the  snake  mother”  when  she  answers  ”No.” 
There  are  suggestions  in  the  story  that  Merritt  nay  have  become 
psychically  aware  of  the  existence  of  another  plane;  and  that 
Shaver  may  have  mistaken  V7hat  he  calls  the  caves  for  this  place 
also;  and  that  Fort’s  multitude  of  inexuli cable  phenomena  were 
due  to  the  transportation  of  objects  from  one  plane  to  another. 

However,  Phillips’  treatment  of  these  factors  seems  to  me 
due  to  paucity  of  his  own  Imagination,  and  a wish  to  use  the 
conceptions  of  these,  earlier  writers. 
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Picano,  Felice 


The  Mesmerist;  New  York,  Delacorte  Press  (1977,  Felice  A. 
Picano)  410p. 

This  story  takes  place  in  Nebraska  beginning  in  1899  and 
describes  with  considerable  exaggeration  the  power  of  a suauve 
painless  dentist  to  murder,  influence,  and  control  not  only  the 
patients  he  treats  but  his  wives  and  a railway  station  crowd  of 
three  hundred  people. 

The  story  has  many  improbabilities,  but  the  author  seems  to 
have  studied  hypnotism  fairly  thoroughly.  Much  of  the  story  invo- 
lves a court  trial  of  the  hypnotist  which  brings  out  repetition 
of  the  narration. 

My  special  interest  in  hypnotism  may  have  made  me  more  in- 
clined to  enjoy  this  story  than  the  average  person  would  be.  I 
think  it  is  worth  a second  reading. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  4,  2003 
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Angela^  Zhoe3  and  Other 
3tough..tcn  Lliilted  (no  date) 
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■ This  .is  a vQlu.:.e  'of  aV  :ve-aoerage  short  stories.  “oe 
narked  with  an  asterisk  are  fantasy,  though  (12),  indicating 
some  doubt  whether  spirits  have  objective  reality  becao.ne  of 
insanity  of  individual  vieo/ers,  is  debatable  as  raetesy. 


the 


(3)  'is  the  supernormal  granting  of  three  Irearna  t- 'oiie 
who  has  done  the  grantor  a fa'v'Or.  is  Ic-la  as  if  it  'vero 

an^Bskimo  legend,  personify ir.g  Vor  =03  of  nat:;'re.  ^9)  i.j  a 
weird  tale  depicting  the  fateful  fhlfilment  of  ven^-eance  on 
a descendant  of  a v^hite  nan  ’I'o  had,  by  erposing  an  Tprian 
village  to  smallpox,,  annihilated  it,  io-  the  valley  of  a 
il.ver  containing  .no  life  and  only  hbe  ru.lns  of  t-'o  Indian 
settlement,  TIjIs  storv  could  be  rel-atad  to  lolin  "^uchan’s^ 

Sick  Heart  Diver « (17;  tells  of  a leprechaun  eiTierging  from 
a box  containing  magic  fiddle ~s trings . (24)  is  a Christmas 
story  of  the  aid  given  an  oppressed  cabinet-maker  by  Christ 
the  Carpenter.  ' • 

(7)  is  probably  the  most  touching  story  in  this  book,  a 
portrayal  , of  the  vast  love  of  an  oppressed  wor\an  for  the  unworthy 
man  and  child  who  successively  made  use  of  her. 
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Pierce,  Frederick 


Mobilizing  the  Mid-Brain:  The  Technique  for  Utilizing  Its 
Latent  Power;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Company;  (1924,  Publisher 
Third  Printing,  Feb.,  1926  259p. 

The  author,  a psychoanalyst,  begins  with  a detailed  descrip- 
tion of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  and  then  gives  instructions 
for  autosuggestion,  particularly  to  induce  sleep  and  using  the 
imagination  to  picture  oneself  as  well  and  happy.  He  follows  in 
great  part  Coup’s  method,  but  considered  it  superficial. 

There  is  no  mention  of  supernormal  phenomena. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  18,  2000 
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Pillsbury,  W.  B. , Ph,D 


The  History  of  Psychology;  New  York,-  W,  W.  Norton  & 
Company,  Inc.  (1929,  Publishers);  Bibliography,  Indexes  ?26p. 

4 Plates 

This  summary  gives  basic  ideas  on  psychology  from  its 
primitive  magical  and  religious  beginnings  through  philosophy, 
medicine,  and  abnormal  psychology  to  experimental  laboratories 
and  Gestalt  ideas. 

This  should  be  a companion  volume  to  Alexander’s  History 
of  Psychiatry.  The  author  says  that  '"<^illiam  James’s  classic 
in  two  volumes  is  the  most  interesting  summary  of  the  subject, 
though  James  is  often  inconsistent  in  his  points  of  view  in 
elucidating  its  elements, 

Somewhat  dull  to  read,  this  book  should  be  retained  as  a 
reference  work. 
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Pinkerton,  Allan 


The  Detective  and  the  Somnambulist;  The  Murderer  and  the 
Fortune  Teller;  tenth  thousand;  New  York,  G.  W.  Carleton  & Co.; 
London,  S.  Low  & co . , 1880;  Illustrated  241p. 

This  book  details  two  investigations  of  importance  to  the 
students  of  psychic  phenomena:  somnambulism  and  the  ease  of  set- 

ting up  fraudulent  fortune-telling  seances. 

Probably  the  most  important  result  to  me  of  reading  this  book 
was  the  devious  and  illegal  practises  engaged  in  by  the  Pinkertons 
who  never  hesitated  to  violate  the  U.  S.  Postal  regulations  or  to 
impersonate  other  characters  to  disguise  themselves. 

Yet  the  successful  outcome  of  these  investigations  seems  to 
justify  such  practises.  A fascinating  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  25,  2003 
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Pinkerton,  Ka threne 


Windigo;  New  York,  Harcoiirt,  Brace  and  Company,  1945; 

(Juv)  • 223p. 

This  is  the  fourth  of  a series  of  novels  about  the  Jack- 
man  family  and  their  friends  in  the  neighborhood  of  a Hudson^ s 
Bay  Post  in  Northern  Ontario.  Ann  Jackman  takes  her  school 
friend,  Hita  Trainor,  home  with  her  for  the  Christmas  holidays 
and  their  adventures  centre  around  an  Indian  friend  of  her 
brother  Philipps  who  has  become  convinced  that  he  has  been 
conjured  into  becoming  a windigo.  The  mystery  is  investigated 
by  the  Jackman-s;  they  discover  that  a free  trader  who  had  been 
ridiculed  by  the  BBC  factor  has  sought  to  drive  the  Indian  hun- 
ters from  the  district  by  faking  the  windigo. 

The  story  is  very  well  told;  carefully  written;  with  p-ood 
characterization  and  incident.  The  superstition  of  the  Indians 
is  carefully  explained,  and  the  problem  of  overcoming  it  is 
nicely  worked  out. 

Although  the  story  has  a mundane  explanation,  I believe 
that  the  weird  atmosphere  entitles  it  to  a nlace  in  a fantasy 
library.  It  is  the  only  novel-length  story  I know  that  is 
based  on  the  legend;  B.  17.  Thomson's  short  story  is  p-iven  the 
same  mundane  explanation;  both  can  be  considered  as  antidotes 
to  the  Algernon  Blackwood  weird  tale. 


Pinkwater,  Daniel 


The  Worms  of  Kukumlima;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  (1981, 
author)  152p. 

This  juvenile  novel  is  told  in  the  first  person  by  a teen- 
age boy  Donald.  Spending  time  with  his  wealthy  grandfather,  a 
manufacturer  of  salami  snaps,  he  is  taken  with  his  father’s 
friend  Sir  Charles,  a famous  explorer  and  scientist,  to  Africa 
in  search  of  intelligent  worms  rumered  to  be  aliens  from  a dis- 
tant planet . 

Told  tongue-in-cheek  by  the  author,  Ronald  is  too  smart  to 
accept  at  Sir  Charles’s  evaluation  anything  to  do  with  the  ex- 
pedition, but  he  is  enjoying  the  safari  and  goes  along  with  the 
preposterous  preparations  and  conduct  of  the  matter.  They  find 
a valley  where  the  worms  are  located  and  where  a previous  explor 
er,  self-admitted  crazy,  has  been  held  captive  by  artificial  ele 
phan^is  and  their  tiny  mice. 

The  zany  characters  provide  the  humor  of  this  book,  and  the 
jocular  mood  of  the  author  is  well  maintained. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours  sinr'OT'oiv 


^fioice 


la/gn  for  reproductive  freedom 


Piper,  Alta  .L* 

The  Life  and  Work  of  Mrs  Piper;  With  an  Introduction 
by  Sir  Oliver  Lodge ; London , Kegan  Paul,  Trench,  Trubner  & 
Co,,  Ltd.,_1929;  Illustrated  204p. 

Most  of  the  important  material  in  this  book  is  taken 
from  the  Proceedings  of  the  S,P,H. , but  there  are  quotations 
from  Margaret  Deland  and  Geraldine  Cummins  and  letters  from 
Lodge,  Myers,  James  and  Hodgson  in  support  of  the  ^renuine 
ESP  powers  of  Mrs.  Piper, 

Mr,  Piper  and  their  two  daughters  subordinated  their 
family  life  to  the  work  which  Mrs.  Piper  did  for  the  SPH. 
Mrs.  Piper’s  health  wa®  never  robust;  she  holidayed  in  the 
mountains -away  from  Boston  each  year,  made,  two  trips  to 
England  where  she  stayed  with  Lodge  and  Myers,  and  her  work'- 
is  considered  the  most  important  of  any  medium  for  mental 
phenomena  for  her  many  years  under  observation. 

My  impression  is  that  she  was  a gentlewoman  of  quiet 
and  unassuming  manner  whose  sole  purpose  for  placing  her 
powers  under  observation  was  to  try  and  understand  -them,  and 
to  help  the  people  who  came  to  her  for  sittings. 


FANTASY 


Pirandello , Luigi 


From  EUROPE  IN  ZIGZAGS  by  Sisley  Huddleston  (Philadelphia  & London, 
Lippinoott,  1929),  pp. 103-7: 

Twice  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  meet  Signor  Luigi  Pirandello, 
unquestionably  the  Italian  author  who  has  achieved  the  widest  fame  in 
recent  years.  He  is  one  of  the  youngest  of  Italian  writers.  If  one 
counts  by  years  he  has  long  ago  passed  middle  age;  but  one  must  not 
count  li^e  that.  The  dramatist  who  was  approaching  his  sixtieth  year 
before  he  conquered  the  world  vibrates  to  all  the  influences  of  his 
time.  He  is  overwhelmingly  modern.  Like  the  psychoanalyst,  he  is 
obsessed  by  the  mysterious  relations  of  the  subconscious  and  the  consci- 
ous, \^at  is  real  and  what  is  imaginary?  Gan  the  frontier  be  drawn  as 
definitely  as  we  have  been  accustomed  to  draw  it?  Is  it  not  as  un- 
traceable  as  those  frontiers  the  statesmen  of  Versailles  foolishly 
thought  they  could  set  down  on  paper? 

It  would  seem  that  personality  is  much  more  definite  than  a nation, 
that  you  can  draw  a line  round  a man  if  you  cannot  round  a country,  and 
declare  that  inside  the  line  is  the  whole  man  and  nothing  but  the  man, 
while  outside  the  line  he  does  not  exist.  The  psychological  map-maker 
knows  better— that  is  to  say,  he  knows  that  he  does  not  know.  It  is 
impossible  to  delimitate  the  spirit.  It  is  impossible  to  say  where  we 
begin  and  where  v;e  end.  It  is  impossible  to  drav/  the  boundaries  between 
being  and  non-being.  No  definition  can  be  given  of  reality  and  imagin- 
ation, It  may  be  that  the  creations  of  the  brain  are  truly  alive,  while 
v;e  who  think  we  are  alive  are  merely  dead  pieces  of  mechanism,  like  those 
dead  pieces  of  mechanism  which  generate  electricity. 

In  fantastic  paradoxes  like  these  does  Pirandello  revel.  I was  well 
acquainted  with  his  extraordinary  theatrical  achievements  in  which  he 
insists  on  the  validity  of  imagination,  on  the  sanity  of  insanity,  before 
I met  Pirandello;  and  I half  expected  to  find  a wild-eyed,  half-crazy 
individual  hovering  like  a ghost  on  the  border-line  which  separates  the 
visible  world  from  dreamland.  No,  that  is  not  correct;  I an  tricking 
myself  into  a conventional  error,  I was  perfectly  v/ell  aware  that  the 
artist  who  is  capable  of  profound  psychological  analysis  must  be  partic- 
ularly sane.  To  deal  with  the  eeriness  of  things  requires  an  especially 
cool  temper.  Moreover,  experience  has  taught  me  that  an  author  rarely 
looks  like  an  author— or  at  least  not  like  the  particular  kind  of  author 
he  is.  Nevertheless,  it  is  true  that  vaguely  I had  thought  of  Piran- 
dello as  a Pirandellan  personage — a strange  emanation  from  one  of  his  own 
plays. ..  .However  this  may  be,  Pirahdello  soon  shov;ed  me  that  he  is 
totally  unlike  a Pirandellan  personage. 

He  is  a quiet-looking,  grey-bearded  little  man,  entirely  conven- 
tional in  dress  and  manners.  One  notices  his  agate  eyes,  but  they  are 
all  that  is  distinctive.  His  v/hite  hands,  rather  plump,  lay  on  his  lap. 
He  made  no  gestures.  He  spoke  softly.  He  was  unobtrusive.  He  v/ore  an 
old-fashioned  black  tailcoat,  and  looked  for  all  the  world  like  a 
little  provincial  lawyer. 

This  stocky  little  man  was  the  great  Sicilian  who  has  been  des- 
cribed as  the  most  original  theatrical  genius  since  Ibsen.  He  has 
mystified  the  v;hole  world  with  his  subtle  distinctions  between  thinking 
and  being.  He  has  carried  illusion  to  a higher  point  than  it  has  ever 
been  carried  before,  for  he  has  almost  persuaded  us  that  illusions  are 
far  more  substantial  than  that  which  we  generally  regard  as  substance. 

He  talked  without  much  zest  on  commonplace  subjects.  He  seemed 
exhausted,  but  there  was  a glint  of  humour  in  those  agate  eyes. 

’^Yes,  the  grotesque  side  of  things  interests  me,  if  indeed  it  may 
be  called  grotesque,”  he  said;  ”but  I did  not  pay  much  attention  to  the 
theatre  as  a form  of  literary  art  until  after  the  war.  Obviously  the 
stage  is  the  proper  place  for  my  conceptions.  I do  not  know  whether 
anyone  else  has  tried  to  put  them  on  the  stage.” 


J’ANTASY 


2 


Pirandello,  Luigi 


'^Your  characters  are  so  intensely  alive,”  I said;  ” they  must  cost 
you  a tremendous  expenditure  of  energy/^ 

The  agate  eyes  lit  up.  ”I  have  put  myself  into  them,”  said 
Pirandello  simply.  ”They  are  my  impressions  of  life  which  have  taken 
flesh  and  in  whose  veins  flows  real  blood.” 

Por  the  rest  there  is  not  much  to  recall  of  our  broken  conversation. 
He  paid  a tribute,  I think,  to  Max  Reinhardt  whose  industry  is  incredible 
and  whose  art  is  incomparable,  and  he  expressed  appreciation  of  Bernard 
Shaw,  who,  in  his  turn,  has  hailed  ”3ix  Characters  in  Quest  of  an  Author” 
as  the  most  extraordinary  drama  of  modern  times — perhaps  of  all  time. 

Pirandello  was  born  in  Sicily  in  1867,  His  father  tried  to  prepare 
him  for  a business  career.  The  family  owned  sulphur  mines  and  was 
relatively  rich.  But  young  Piraddello  preferred.  Latin  and  G-reek  td) 
arithmetic  and  book-keeping.  He  had  his  ovm  way,  and  he  pursued  a 
classical  education  at  Palermo  and  afterwards  at  Bonn. 

Financial  disaster  fell  on  the  family;  I understand  that  the  wife  of 
Pirandello  was  afflicted;  Pirandello  himself  was  seriously  ill  for  many 
months. 

It  was  in  this  period  that  he  received  those  impressions  of  insanity 
and  sanity,  of  actuality  and  illusion,  which  serve  as  the  texture  of  his 
subsequent  plays.  For  it  is  in  insanity  that  the  partition  between 
actuality  and  illusion,  thin  at  all  times,  is  definitely  broken  down. 

In  his  novel,  ”The  Late  Mathias  Pascal,”  he  has  already  adimib rated 
this  method.  The  dissociation  of  the  personality  forms  the  theme  of  all 
his  plays,  but  he  treats  the  subject  in  a most  diversified  manner.  The 
personality  is  something.  It  is  a thousand  somethings.  It  is  nothing. 

We  are  conscious  of  being.  We  feel  we  are  unique.  But  in  fact  when  we 
try  to  form  a precise  image  of  ourselves  the  reality  escapes  us.  V/hich 
is  the  real  ”1”?  Is  it  the  ”1”  which  I present  to  this  or  that  inter- 
locutor in  these  or  those  circumstances?  Or  is  it  the  ”1”  which  I pre- 
sent to  another  interlocutor  in  different  circumstances?  Or  is  it  the 
”1”  which  corresponds  to  my  own  conception  of  ”1”?  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  put  the  point  neatly  and  humorously  in  one  of  his  Breakfast  Table 
Talks.  Pirandello  puts  it  more  tragically,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
philosophically.  On  the  foundations  of  this  simple  doctrine  — that  the 
personality  is  elusive,  that  it  is  not  stable,  that  it  changes  in 
changing  conditions,  that  it  is  not  the  same  for  one  observer  as  for 
another— Pirandellism  is  built,  V/e  should  not  be  judged  by  a single 
action  performed  by  somebody  who  has  apparently  no.  relation  to  ourselves. 
We  may  be  not  only  Jekylls  and  Hydes,  but  a hundred  Jekylls  and  Hydes. 
Those  who  are  most  consistent  in  their  personality  are  madmen,  who  pursue 
their  fancies  without  regard  to  the  opinions  of  others  or  the  contra- 
dictions of  circumstances.  And  perhaps  the  characters  of  novels  and 
plays,  truly  created,  with  an  immortal  and  immutable  life,  are  far  more 
real  than  living  and  changing  men  and  women. 

It  is  fantastic  enough;  but  in  constructing  his  plays  Pirandello 
contrives  to  throw  light  on  great  human  problems.  He  is  not  merely  a 
manipulator  of  grotesque  marionettes.  There  is  a profound  humanity,  a 
poiggant  pity,  in  the  humour  of  Pirandello.  He  teaches  us  that  man 
cannot'  live  without  thinking  his  life,  that  his  tragedy  lies  in  the 
discrepancy  between  his  image  of  himself  and  the  image  of  himself 
fashioned  by  others.  Although  Pirandello  never  forgets  his  thesis,  he 
is  such  a marvellous  dramatist  that  v;e  never,  while  his  dramas  are 
being  enacted,  regard  them  as  allegories.  V/e  admire  his  ingenuity,  but 
we  are  above  all  gripped  by  his  story. 

To  the  writer — or  to  anyone  with  the  urge  to  write — who  has  ever 
endeavoured  or  been  tempted  to  create  a personage,  Pirandello  becomes 
especially  interesting.  'We  have  been  obsessed  by  fictitious  personages 
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clamouring  for  existence.  They  cry  to  us  to  be  delivered  from  some  dark 
limbo.  They  are  personages  in  quest  of  an  author.  They  are  our  dream- 
children  who  suffer  if  we  deny  them  a separate  existence.  How  many 
authors  are  quite  unable  to  control  their  characters  when  once  they  are 
borni  The  characters  do  what  they  please;  they  go  their  wilful  way 
without  regard  to  artistic  laws ... .Pirandello  has  felt  the  appeal  of  his 
dream-children  more  consciously  than  others,  or  at  least  he  has  expressed 
his  sensations  more  clearly  than  anybody  else.  His  Characters  pleaded 
to  be  written,  ,He  had  to  write  to  free  himself  of  an  obsession.  Born 
in  his  brain,  they  were  not  his  creatures.  They  had  a separate  poten- 
tial life,  and  they  obliged  him  to  give  them  their  dramatic  functions. 

It  is  true  as  the  critics  have  said  that  in  Six  Characters  Piran- 
dello has  expounded  his  single  subject.  Yet  he  does  not  repeat  himself. 
He  is  inexhaustible  in  resources.  For  my  part  I thought  that,  hallu- 
cinating as  the  Six  Characters  v/ere,  Henry  17  revealed  a finer  technique. 
It  is  a marvellous  tour  de  force  — if  ever  that  hackneyed  phrase  can  be 
applied.  From  beginning  to  end  it  is  almost  a monologue  but  it  is  never 
monotonous.  The  madman  is  no  longer  mad.  In  his  lapse  into  lucidity  he 
commits  a crime;  and  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  resume  his  mask  of 
madness.  The  madman  is  sane,  and  the  sane  are  mad;  he  is  mocking  them 
and  they  are  humouring  him, ...In  another  play  a woman  who  has  woven  a 
legend  of  martyrdom  about  herself  finds  herself  stripped  bit  by  bit  of 
the  fiction  which  made  up  her  whole  life,  Without  her  fictions  she  is 
a poor  miserable  naked  creature ,..  .Alv/ays  is  there  this  clash  of  illu- 
sion and  reality,  and  the  reality  is  that  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
regard  as  illusion  and  the  illusion  that  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
regard  as  reality.  Always  are  v/e  shown  the  isolation  of  the  individual; 
we  are  stricken  with  a sense  of  the  transitory;  we  are  puzzled  by  the 
lack  of  clear  identity;  we  are  disconcerted  by  the  discontinuity  of  life. 
Always  is  the  human  desire  for  fixity  of  form  at  odds  v\^ith  the  eternal 
flux  of  life.  We  clutch  at  straws,  but  the  current  rushes  headlong; 
our  attempts  at  crystallisation  are  perpetually  defeated. 

The  elements  of  this  philosophy  are,  in  expression  at  least, 
characteris ticalljr  modern.  That  is  why  I described  Pirandello  as  one 
of  the  younger  men.  He  has  caught  up  the  thoughts  of  many  of  the 
^moderns^^.  As  Gremieux  remarks,  there  is  the  vitalism  of  Bergson,  the 
subconscious  of  Freud,  the  relativism  of  Hinstein,  the  subjectivism  of 
Proust;  but  these  things  make  up  something  new — Pirandellism. 

We  are  acquainted  in  France,  in  Fngland,  in  America,  with  an 
amazing  number  of  Pirendello^s  works,  but  they  do  not  represent  the 
quantity  as  well  as  the  quality  of  his  extraordinary  production.  He 
pours  out  his  novels  and  plays  with  dazzling  speed.  There  must,  I 
suppose  now,  be  nearly  four. hundred  novels  and  plays,  short  or  long, 
signed  by  Pirandello.  Some  of  the  best  of  them  have  been  written  in  a 
fev/  days.  He  has  invented  for  himself  a system  of  abbreviated  writing 
in  which  he  sets  down  his  sentences;  it  is  a system  which  few  people 
understand;  and  it  is  the  son  of  Pirandello  who  transcribes  the  myster- 
ious signs. 


Pitkin,  Walter  B. 


The  Chance  of  a lifetime:  Marching  Orders  for  the  Lost 
Generation;  New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster  (1934,  author);  Ap- 
pendices  282  p. 

This  book  is  an  exhortation  to  young  people  to  make  use 
of  modern  technology  to  live  a life  of  abundance  and  discard 
the  philosophy  of  scarcity  which  the  profit  system  dictates. 

He  provides  detailed  instructions  on  how  to  make  politi- 
cians comply  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
makes  possible  the  good  life. 

The  economic  conditions  of  1991  are  so  similar  to  those 
of  the  depression  years  that  this  book  could  serve  as  a guide 
to  the  unemployed  of  today. 

Roughly  prices  and  incomes  are  ten  times  those  of  the 
’ thirties . 

He  insists  that  small  groups  of  people  should  avoid  the 
political  parties  and  stick  to  theprograms  he  advocates. 

He  distrusts  lawyers  and  politicians  as  well  as  big  busi- 
ness. 


Although  it  is  difficult  to  adjust  one’s  thinking  to  the 
smaller  figures  used  in  the  text  , the  principles  advocated  are 
sound,  and  should  succeed. 
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Life  Begins  at  Forty;  Whittlesey  House,  McGraw-Hill  Book 
Company,  Inc.,  New  York  & London,  1932  175  p. 

N 

This  is  not  merely  an  inspiration 1 book  as  the  title  might 
imply;  it  is  a serious  study  of  the  factors  of  physiology  and 
psychology  which  prove  that  mentally  and  physically  mature  indi- 
viduals are  capable  of  performing  and  enjoying  life  as  well  or 
better  than  younger  people. 

He  gives  instances  of  men  and  women  appraising  their  life 
styles  and  modifying  them  if  advisable  to  accommodate  the  cir- 
cumstances and  possibly  changed  aims  for  the  future. 

Although  physical  strength  is  beginning  to  wane,  speed  of 
reaction  is  sometimes  better  at  forty  and  older.  Learning  speed 
is  unimpaired.  It  may  even  be  improved  because  of  experience. 

Pitkin  makes  the  point  that  fools  die  young,  and  intelli- 
gent people  have  learned  to  survive. 

Although  he  forecasts  smaller  Cities  because  of  the  high 
taxes  necessary  to  support  the  larger  centers,  and  is  wrong  about 
other  developments  since  the  book  was  written,  his  advice  seems 
sound;  and  if  it  had  been  followed  we  might  have  been  spared  many 
of  the  problems  that  now  perplex  us. 

A good  book,  but  lacks  an  index  for  ready  reference. 
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Pitkin,  Walter  B.. 


A Short  Introduction  to  the  History  of  HuinP(^  Stupidity; 
New  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1932;  (1932,  author);  Bibliography, 

Index;  574p. 

This  book  convicts  me  of  both  stupidity  and  ignorance. 

From  another  of  his  books  I learn  that  the  author  was  Profes- 
sor of  Journalism  at  Columbia  University. 

The  text  and  bibliography  show  a vast  range  of  knowledge  and 
although  the  author  is  dogmatic,  he  backs  up  most  of  his  state- 
ments by  q(3|^t ing  authorities. 

My  main  reason  for  reading  this  book  was  to  see  if  condition 
today  in  economics  are  parallel  with  those  of  1932.  At  that  time 
wheat  was  selling  at  50?  a bushel , farmer s were  going  bankrupt  justT 
as  they  are  today.  We  have  learned  nothing  in  sixty  years. 


Pitkin  deplores  the  greed  and  materialism  of  the  capitalist i(^ 
system, but  forecasts  optimistically  a future  when  a greater  numbe^'r 
of  older  people  in  the  population  may  bring  about  a better  social 
environment . 

Pitkin  shows  that  environment  and  heredity  impose  stupidity 
on  human  beings,  so  that  they  are  often  not  responsible  for  their 
mistakes.  Customs  and  teaching  are  faulty.  Schools  are  not  used 
for  training  people  how  to  live,  but  merely  to  memorize  things  of 
no  practical  value. 


My  ignorance  of  history  and  sociology  makes  it  impossible  foV 
me  to  check  the  facts  presented  without  doing  a vast  amount  of  re-- 
search  . 


This  is  an  important  book,  and  I am  not  surprised  that  mine 
is  the  only  copy  I have  ever  seen.  Good  books  are  always  hard  to 
find. 


This  book  would  repay  intensive  study,  but  would  take  me  far 
from  the  books  I have  lined  up  to  read. 
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Plpyboy 


C«rtoon« 


Artists  and  Models;  G«rtoons,  195^  to  1971  (197??,  Plevboy) 
(#16154)  1^8p. 

These  ere  the  usual  joke  cartoons  emphs»si'^.ing  the  sexual 
Lnipliee  tions  of  the  re  la  tionship<3  bet?veen  artists  end  •sodelg  in 
the  popular  opinion. 

The  humor  is  often  '"o-^thwhile , end  the  eras^^'era  tions  of 
serusl  connote  tions  are  ch*' r« eteristic  of  the  maffasine. 


Playfair,  Giles 

3ix  Studies  in  Hypocrisy;  London,  Seeker  & Warburg 
(1969,  Author);  Bibliography  248p. 

The  author  cites  six  court  cases  to  support  his  thesis 
that  scapegoats  suffer  persecution  rather  than  Justice  to 
implement  public  or  social  opinion,  and  that  the  Society  of 
its  time  is  upheld,  with  big  names  and  wealth  benefitting 
from  use  of  the  scapegoat. 

Of  the  six  cases,  those  of  most  interest  to  me  are  the 
Stead  (#2)  and  Profumo  (#6).  I am  inclined  to  agree  with 
the  author^ s thesis;  and  I feel  that  the. case  of  Solloway  in 
Canada  is  germane. 

Principally,  the  case  for  hypocrisy  is  the  sexual  mores 
of  England  for  a period  of  128  years.  His  ovm  ancestor  is 
an  example  of  a man  upholding  the . professed  ideal  of  conduct 
.who  was  punished  financially  .and  professionally. 

These  studies  are  well  worth  consideration,  and  I v/ould 
be  reluctant  to  become  involved  in  anything  which  might  lead 
to  court  handling.  Justice  is  the  las.t  thing  to  be  expected 
of  a court  of  law. 


Playfair,  Guy  Lyon 


If  This  Be  Magic;  London,  Jonathan  Cape;  (1985,  author) 

Notes,  Index  284p. 

I quit  collecting  books  in  1993,  so  this  is  probably  the 
most  recent  book  devoted  to  hypnotism  that  I have  read.  It  is  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  research  by  scientists  of  various  dis- 
ciplines and  an  exposition  of  the  author's  hypothesis  in  explan- 
ation of  the  phenomena. 

Although  he  is  willing  to  assume  the  existence  of  a PK  in- 
telligence to  explain  these,  he  stops  short  of  accepting  the 
spiritistic.  He  does  not  mention  books  by  Arthur  W.  Osborn  and 
Raynor  C.  Johnson  which  offer  a more  comprehensive  study  of  the 
whole  field  of  parapsychology  and  mention  cases  difficult  to  ex- 
plain on  any  other  basis  than  survival  of  personality. 

I am  not  sure  whether  he  considers  the  unconscious  mind  the 
equivalent  of  a soul  in  religious  terms. 

Like  most  medical  hypnotists,  he  deplores  the  failure  of  the 
medical  profession  to  make  use  of  what  is  known  of  hypnotism.  He 
accepts  the  facts  of  healing  by  Harry  Edwards  and  others. 

I was  amused  by  his  calling  members  of  CSICOP  "that  extra- 
ordinary gang  of  academic  hooligans".  (p.l98) 

This  book  leaves  the  impression  that  hypnotism  is  complicated 
when  many  practitioners  used  it  effectively  by  simple  exercise  of 
belief  in  it  and  optimistic  suggestion.  Actually,  it  seems  to  me 
that  when  we  know  more  about  hypnotic  phenomena,  its  benefits  will 
become  a simple  part  of  a wiser  lifestyle. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  16,  2002 
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of  no'ii/f*n£  Co.-tTnlc  ToT^.^iC>  aa-'j  thoy  are  dola^ 

l*.o  ya^ii  L>r>don  and  Sydae:;,  Par*  Books,  1979  (1970^  autaors);  9ef~ 
aro‘ic?5^j  Incii%5£  40Qp* 

^dlzfi  most  scientific  books,  this  exposition  of  the  costsFc 
offoctr;  o^'t  hrai^nn  concentra t o-j  on  the  oxper inen twii  proofs 

that  eiieh  re'l ationnnip  o::?i3ts.  Unlike  thoin,  ha^^cyer^  it  otjfieats 
that  cKperinGrito  have,  only  be^un  to  etploro  the  .;?ystorieo5  I vas 
coaoiantly  nhlnkis^  that  an  altcrnnttfo  title  mitht  be.  the  nneer- 
t a I!  r.  i a . n a f b cion  c !3 . 

kike  :tcot  reeicrOs  I try  to  lanrsi  fros  'vty  roaiian  nnd  thi.i 
xnvoXi^eo  rc^aefaberiu^  rathor  than  thiiiking,  I havo  al'/ays  found 
It  dlffictixt  to  extrapolate  fros  rerionbering  tc  thinking*  This 
difficulty  shared  by  toot  o-riUers  on  pnrapsy chology  who  repeat 
faiijonr?  canon ^ sonetli^ee  in  i^reot  detail.  ,oi  thont  a ^ord  of  Hha«: 
t f c n o '■'» o n n c p e r t f r c rj  e r t a h 1 i n h 1 n g i a c r.  a , To  n a r e :i  f :i c t d o o s 
not  asp  lain  it;  often  the  sa-ie  fact:  is  given  a niultitcde  of  nriJnos 
and  this  :2orely  con f noon  thoeght  because  people  often  think  of  a 
name  rather  thcjn  the  fact  It  repraoent.s.  For  .1  net  coca,  nesaeriofi 
is  no  rely  one  name  of  i fact  v»hich  han  no  •?  Iter  not  i '/e  n.ar^.n 

given  by  individual  ’’d iscoverers’’  ’^Iho  bolieve  their  practise  of  a 
different  aspect  of  the  fact  in  the  tiiscovery  of  a i^hola  new 
science,  done  serious  at-rdonns  of  na r apny chologv  have  bcco^ce  no 
nnnonhod  in  trying  to  dneido  bstwoen  believers  and  skeptic.n  t’nat 
they  con  si  dor  their  re-S-.u-rmh  a unnste  of  tim^':  they  could  ranch 
n o c o n c 1 n b ion. 

As  a reader  o.f  fontr. ny  ai.-!  -icieuce  fiction  I wee  convinced 
that  imagl.iatlon  is  the  noct  .f  iscirinting  faculty  of  t.ne  uirui.  I 
found  the  noons  of  Oharies  -h^y  Fort  gnvo  no  cause  to  exercise  my 
imagination  oven  more  tbari  fiction,  and  now  parapsychology  ex- 
pands .ciy  sense  of  vendor  .:oro  gr-'ctly. 

This  book  involves  technologies  beyond  my  unders tending , 
but  is  so  clearly  uritte::  that  the  jist  iaprc-ssss  u?' , Changes 
in  scientific  knov-lodga  come  so  svl.ctly  that  revisions  of  the 
text  had  to  be  made  often,  end  a seguel  to  t'-^ls  bsor.  •foald  he  a 
boon,  even  if  it  detailed  only  the  iipdatl:?^  of  some  parts. 

The  authors  ataer  clear  of  phllos-iphy , but  I voudor  if  they 
have  d e c i d o d h e t w e c n i r a o ill  a u d d.  e t o mini  s u , 


dhvsster  9,  Cuthbert 

Soptembor  00,  2002 

Souvenir  '^rees  fboalon,  1971). 
Avon,  1079. 
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‘J,S,A.  paperback; 
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Playfair,  Guy  Lyon 


This  House  is  Haunted:  The  True  Story  of  a Poltergeist; 
New  York,  Stein  and  Day,  ; (1980,  Author);  Appendices  290p . 

Illustrated  with  photographs,  and  with  assurances  by  the 
author  that  tape  recordings  support  the  text  of  this  book,  I 
am  reasonably  confident  that  this  is  the  most  detailed  case  of 
poltergeist  activity  yet  published.  All  the  phenomena  are 
known  from  previous  cases,  but  the  author  was  familiar  with  the 
methods  of  investigation  because  of  experience  in  Brazil  with 
similar  phenomena.  A member  of  the  SPR,  he  deplores  the  inex- 
perience of  fellow  members  whom  he  invited  to  witness  what  was 
transpiring.  He  and  his  fellow  investigator  Maurice  Grosse 
were  closely  involved  for  over  a year,  much  to  their  dismay,  as 
these  cases  seldom  persist  that  long. 

Unfortunately,  an  index  is  lacking. 

The  epicenter  was  Janet  Harper,  but  phenomena  took  place 
when  she  was  absent  also.  The  possibility  of  possession  by 
spirits  or  elementals  is  an  open  question.  Apports,  water  and 
electrical  disturbances,  and  almost  every  other  phenomenon  as- 
sociated with  poltergeist  activity  were  witnessed  by  the  inves- 
tigators, and  the  usual  evasion  of  observation  by  the  perpetra- 
tor (’s)created  the  usual  difficulties. 

This  is  known  as  the  Enfield  case,  and  publication  of  re- 
ports and  speculation  concerning  it  has  been  voluminous,  so  no 
detailed  summary  by  me  is  necessary. 

This  book  will  become  a standard  reference. 
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PoGOok,  Roger  3. 


g 

The  Chariot  of  the  Sun  ; A Pantasy;  London,  Chapman  & 

Hall,  Ltd.,  1910  ^305p. 

In  1980,  Ulster,  Chancellor  of  England,  having  betrayed 
India  to  Russia  for  two  million  pounds  sterling,  is  forced  by 
the  Russian  Emperor  to  arrange  the  marriage  of  his  diseased 
and  decadent  brother  to  the  Queen  of  England.  Learning  of  the 
plot,  the  XiKsxHjc  Chancellor's  son  determines  to  thwart  the 
plot,  discloses  it  to  John  Brand  III  an  American  who  has  con- 
trol of  ether-ships  and  can  manufacture  gold,  but  who  loves 
the  Queen  and  serves  England. 

, An  employee  of  Brand’s  takes  the  gold  formula  to  America 
and  Brand  is  forced  to  sell  gold  for  a penny  a pound  in  order 
to  make  it  worthless  as  a medium  of  money.  He  guarantees  a 
new  currency,  and  donates  food  enough  to  feed  all  England  \in- 
til  the  new  currency  can  establish  its  value  in  terms  of  the 
productive  value  of  land.  With  the  world-wide  crash  of  paper 
currency  an’d  the  gold  standard,  however,  there  is  a financial 
panic;  stocks  and  bonds  are  worthless,  ,1ewels  are  t-'^aded  for 
bread,  riots  take  place  and  anarchy  rules. 

The  Queen,  ilargaret,  at  first  blames  Brand,  but  realizes 
the  truth  when  he  proves  the  Chancellor  a traitor.  The  son 
of  the  Chancellor  wipes  out  his  father’s  power  by  kidnanping 
him  and  joining  him  in  death  when  he  frees  an  ethpr-ship  from 
the  pull  of  gravity  and  plunges  into  space. 

The  book  is  written  by  a Canadian  arctic  frontiersman 
who  has  joined  the  Queen’s  bodyguard  as  a recruit,  and  who 
saves  the  Queen’s  life  on  four  occasions.  Brand,  with  the 
help  of  the  Quard,  reconquers  the  world  and  the  Aueen’s 
Imperial  Majesty  is  re-established.  Much  of  the  book  is 
devoted  to  battles,  deeds  of  valor,  and  chivalrous . talk  of 
the  glory  of  serving  the  Queen. 

Aside  from  the  ether-ships  and  their  force-field  equip- 
ment there  is  little  to  foretell  the  technological  advances 
that'  have  already  taken  place  (1968).  The  prologue,  written 
as  if  in  1900  tells  of  the  world-storm  detailed  in  the  body 
of  the  book;  and  the  epilogue,  dated  2045,  is  m.erely  to  say 
that)  the  book  was  made  public  only  then,  when  peace  had  held 
sway  fqr  6 5 years. 

The  anachronism  of  swordplay  in  1980  as  an  important 
part  of  individual  battle,  and  caialry  as  the  Queen’s  guard, 
is  an  indication  of  how  the  author  was  governed  by  his  own 
likings  in  forecasting  the  future. 


Pocook,  Roger  3. 

The  Wolf  Trail;  New  York,  D.  Appleton  and  Company , ~1923 

324pp . 

During  the  course  of  the  story,  the  author  avows  his 
belief  in  spiritualism,  reincarnation,  clairvoyance  and  other 
phenomena  such  as  possession;  and  he  emphasizes  these  elements 
as  influencing  his  chief  characters. 

The  son  of  London  bargees  witnesses  the  killing  of  his 
mother  by  his  father  while  drunk  and  possessed  of  the  spirit 
of  his  brother  whom  the  father  had  betrayed  to  the  ^rallows.  . 
He  escapes  to  sea,  where  a fellow-seaman  finds  a newspaper 
account  of  the  crime  in  which  a coroner^s  jury  accuses  the  boy 
of  the  m^urder  of  his  parents,  and  informs  the  mate.  The  boy 
and  the  seaman  are  enemies  until  danger  threatens,  when  they 
become  friends. 

At  a hearing  in  British  Oregon,  the  boy  is  committed  for 
trial  if  he  returns  to  England,  but  is  given  the  opportunity 
to  become  a frontiersman.  Adopted  by  a Russian  trader,  he 
gives  his  inheritance  to  the  tribe  on  the  trader^ s death,  and 
seeks  a Blackfoot  seeress  whom  he  has  lo^/ed  in  dream.s  since 
before  leaving  England.  Finding  her,  he  assists  her  in  her 
work  of  counselling,  with  the  help  of  the  sririts  of  Hiawatha 
and  the  boy^s  mother  and  her  own  mother,  pilgrims  to  their 
tipi  (tepee).  The  seeress,  prior  to  being  located  by  Bill 
Fright,  is  attacked  by  Hunt- the -girls , whom  she  emasculates 
while  defending  herself.  The  three  become  reconciled  and 
live  together  in  amity,  this  theme  of  forgiveness  extending 
to  all  the  vlllans  in  the  book  who  are  often  portrayed  as 
victlirs  of  alcohol.  Fright  is  finally  crucified  by  a trader 
of  mixed  indiaiHxaHi^  Mexican  and  Negro  blood,  and  Hunt-the- 
girls  (now  called  No-man)  kills  Fright  and  Rain  the  seeress 
at  the  cross  to  end  their  suffering. 

' Quite  apart  from  its  importance  as  a spiritualistic 
novel,  this  story  is  based  on  the  history  of  the  early  ex- 
ploration of  the  American  Northwest  and  the  Indians  of  the 
area  Including  lower  Canada.  I would  consider  it  among  the 
most  important  Canadian  fantasy  novels. 


Podmore,  Frank  (M.A.) 

Apparitions  and  Thought-Transference:  An  Examination 
of  the  Evidence  for  Telepathy;  with  numerous  illustrations; 
London,  Walter  Scott,  Ltd.,  1894;  Index  401p. 

Although  based  on  material  originally  published  in  the 
Journal  and  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Re- 
search, this  book  brings  in  sufficient  material  from  other 
sources,  and  enough  original  text  and  arrangement  to  be  con- 
sidered an  important  text  in  the  Contemporary  Science  Series. 

Podmore  is  a cautious  and  critical  student  of  the  facts 
presented,  and  points  out  that  the  early  writers  on  hypnotic 
and  mesmeric  phenomena  often  ignored  the  supernormal  aspects 
because,  they  were  concentrating  their  attention  on  the  medi- 
cal and  therapeutic  factors. 

There  is  much  information  about  hallucinations  and  il- 
lusions in  this  book,  so  it  should  receive  attention  along 
with  Sully  and  Parish. 

My  thought  was  that  I should  have  read  this  book  when  T 
was  younger.  It  would  then  have  seemed  much  more  marvelous 
than  it  now  does. 


Podmore,  Frank 


Mesmerism  and  Christian  Science:  A Short  History  of  Mental 
Healing;  London,  Methuen  & Co.  (1909;  Index  306p. 

Collyer  is  so  seldom  mentioned  that  Podmore’s  naming  him  as 
even  a lesser  important  pioneer  confirms  my  opinion  of  him  as  a 
top  authority  on  psychical  research.  His  exhaustive  study  of 
Mary  Baker  Eddy  makes  unnecessary  any  reference  to  other  books 
concerning  her,  though  I have  read  many. 

Podmore  understands  the  evolution  of  mental  healing  from 
the  physical  idea  of  a universal  fluid  to  suggestion,  but  like 
other  writers  does  not  give  that  view  the  attention  it  deserves. 
Mesmerism  differs  from  hypnotism  and  hypnotism  differs  from 
autosuggestion.  Despite  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  this 
book  was  written,  the  whole  subject  is  still  shrouded  in  mystery. 

Podmore  touches  on  the  transcendental  ideas  expressed  by 
various  practitioners,  but  appears  unwilling  to  accept  them  at 
their  apparent  worth.  He  does,  however,  accept  the  phenomena, 
merely  cautioning  about  the  sources  of  illusion. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  24,  2000 
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Podmore , Frank 


The  viewer  '^pirl tualic^m;  London,  T.  Fiqher  Unwin,  1910; 
Index  320p. 

This  excellent  updating  of  the  author ^s  Modern  Spiritu- 
ally begins  with  additional  views  of  D.  D,  Home,  continues 
with  Fusapia  Palladino,  then  switches  to  the  mental  mediums 
Mrs.  Piper,  Mrs.  Thompson,  and  those  involved  in  the  cross 
correspondences,  which  are  surveyed  together  with  views  on 
the  various  controls  of  the  mediums. 

As  often  stated,  Podnore  concluded  that  the  phenomena 
dictated  the  acceptance  of  telepathy  as  a minimum,  explana^ 
tion,  and  did  not  rule  out  the  possibility  of  spirit  com.- 
munica  tion . 

Podmore^s  death  (I  think  in  the  year  of  publication  of 
this  book)  was  a blow  to  the  critical  study  of  spiritualis- 
tic phenomena.  His  long  and  deep  study  of  the  history  and 
phenomxena  of  mesmerism,  and  hypnotism,  aided  him  in  under- 
standing mediumistic  dramatisation  and  the  evoking  of  man- 
nerisms and  characteristics  of  personalities  little  known 
or  unknown  to  the  mediumc?,  but  vi/ell  known  to  si  there-  or 
o th  e r 1 iv ing  mi nds . 

I have  often  thought  that  a -serious  study  of  mimicry 
would  be  useful.  '^tage  hypnotists  are  able  to  get  c-ub^^ects 
to  enact  any  role  suggested  to  them,  without  practice  or 
any  conscious  knowledge,  at  times,  of  the  roles  they  enact. 
Do  such  exhibitions  bear  any  resemblance  to  medium.istic 
por tra yals? 

Podmore  was  fully  aware  of  the  ^’mixed^’  mxediums,  who 
often  practised  fraud  v;hile  under  ^’control^*,  and  he  did  not 
di«?GOunt  all  phenomena  because  of  proven  fraud.  Unconscious 
mental  or  physical  phenomena  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
waking  consciousness  of  the  medium. 

PocMore^s  bookc;  are  classic  studies,  and  although  I am 
convinced  of  the  reality  of  a wider  range  of  phenomena  than 
he  was  willing  to  acknowledge,  his  skepticism  v;as  educated 
and  scientific. 
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Podmore,  Frank  (M.  A.) 


Studies  in  Psychical  Research;  New  York/London,  G.  P. 
Putnam’s  Sons,  1897;  Index  458p. 

Of  the  pioneer  members  of  the  SPR,  Podmore  was  probably  the 
most  skeptical,  but  his  thorough  scholarship  and  ultimate  accep- 
tance of  telepathy  at  a minimum  and  possibly  clairvoyance  and 
prevision,  makes  his  books  required  reading  for  the  serious  stu- 
dent. This  book  is,  I think,  the  most  important  survey  of  the 
first  fifteen  years  of  the  SPR’s  existence  and  its  findings  un- 
til Human  Personality...  by  Myers  was  published. 

Space  limitations  restricted  his  examples  of  cases,  but  he 
reprinted  sufficient  to  provide  a basis  for  understanding  every 
topic  outlined  . 

Many  of  the  cases  are  reprinted  in  most  books  by  other 
authors,  so  were  not  unfamiliar  to  me.  However,  Podmore's  very 
careful  analysis  often  discards  evidence  which  I consider  should 
receive  attention.  He  had  in  mind  the  repeated  occurrences  a 
scientist  deems  essential,  so  his  insistence  on  verification  of 
supernormal  events  in  future.  Having  read  so  many  more  similar 
cases  since  this  book  was  published,  I am  more  firmly  convinced 
than  he  was. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  24,  2000 
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Podmore,  Franks  (M.A.) 


Telepathic  Hallucinations:  The  New  View  of  Ghosts; 
London,  Milner. & Company  Limited,  N.D,;  Index  128p. 

Published  approximately  in  1907,  this  book  is  a supple- 
ment to  the  author’s  Apparitions  and  Thought-Transference, 
and  does  little  more  than  supply  a few  newer  cases  and  a . 
confirmation  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  earlier  book.  It 
is  a volume  in  ”XXth  Century  Science  Series”. 

Podmore  reviews  the  case  of  drowning  described  at  length 
in  the  volume  William  James  on  Psychical  Research,  and  admits 
that  telepathy  does  not  explain  all  the  factors  involved  in 
that  case. 

This  is  a slighter  book,  and  evidently  intended  for  the 
general  public  rather  than  the  student. 


Poe  , Edgar  Allan 


Edgar  Allan  Poe;  Selected  and  Edited,  with  an  Introduction 
and  Notes,  by  Philip  Van  Doren  Stern;  New  York,  The  Viking 
Press,  1945  664p. 

This  volume  contains  a few  letters  by  Poe  which  are  not 
included  in  my  one -volume  edition  of  his  complete  works,  and 
should  therefore  be  retained.  It  is  much  ea^^ier  to  read  from 
this  book  than  from  the  paperback  editions  I have,  or  from  the 
complete  works,  so  this  volume  should  be  consulted  for  that 
purpose  when  individual  stories  or  poems  are  wanted.  "!ome  of 
the  selections  are  abridged,  however,  and  for  the  complete  and 
definitive  essays,  for  instance,  the  complete  works  s’^ould  be 
used. 
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Your  favourite  cartoon 
characters,  the  Ewoks,  will  be 
appearing  at  this  year’s  Ice 
Capades  at  the  Winnipeg  Arena, 
January  28  to  February  1 • 
They’re  going  to  have  a lot  of 
fun  and  they  want  you 
to  be  a part  of  it. 
So  make  sure  you 
color  this  picture, 
take  it  to  your 
favourite  Safeway 
Store  and  you  could 
win  tickets  to  see  the 
lovable  Ewoks. 
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OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM 

Color  and  drop  off  this  entire  page  at  your  local  Safeway  Store 


Color  the  Ice  Capades  scene. 

Complete  the  information  on  the  entry  form. 
Entries  will  be  judged  on  coloring  neatness 
and  originality. 

Decision  of  judges  is  final. 

Contest  is  open  to  children  12  years  of  age  or 
younger.  Age  Divisions  Judged: 

A)  up  to  8 years  of  age 

9 years  to  1 2 years  of  age. 


Name . 


Address . 


Postal  Code . 


Phone . 


Store  Location 


Ages  8 years  and  under  □ 


Ages  9 to  12  years  □ 


1 


6.  Children  of  Safeway  Employees  are  not 
eligible. 

7.  Deposit  the  completed  entry  In  our  store  no 
later  than  Saturday,  January  24,  1 987.  Entries 
will  be  judged  Monday,  January  26  and 
winners  will  be  notified. 

8.  Each  winning  entry  will  receive  a pair  of  Ice 
Capades  tickets. 

9.  Entries  will  not  be  returned. 


EWA 


g)  COPYRIGHT  1 985,  SAFEWAY  STORES  INCORPORATED 


Poe,  Edgar  Allan 


Sight  Tales  of  Terror;  New  Yor^,  IcholantiG  Book  Ber- 


vices  (#T290) ; Illustrated;  Ed.  by  lohn  P.  Roberts  197p. 
Title  page  is  mis'^ing  from  my  copy  of  this  book. 

Contents 

1.  The  Cask  of  Amontillado  1 

2.  Hop-Frog  14 

2.  Ms. Found  in  a Bottle  36 

4.  Llgeia  58 

5.  The  Fall  of  the  House  of  Usher  90 

6.  William  Wilson  128 

7.  The  Mask  of  the  Red  Death  170 

8.  The  Imp  of  the  Preverse  184 

Having  previously  read  all  but  (2)  and  (4) , I read  only 


these  two  stories  from  this  volume.  (2)  is  a terror  tale; 
(4)  is  a transmigration  story  of  a first  wife’s  spirit  which 
occupies  the  dying  body  of  a second  v/ife. 

I find  Poe  difficult  to  read,  but  worthwhile. 


1982  CONVENTION' 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women's  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 

per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay.  r 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattres 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F,  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care....  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Poe  , Edgar  Allan 


The  Great  Tales  and  Poems  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe;  New  York, 
Pocket  Books,  Inc.  (#29),  (1940,  Publishers),  (7thptg)  360p. 
(Cover  shows  ^^Edgar  Allen  Poe’M 

(14th  ptg,  November,  1946)  358p. 

I had  read  all  the  contents  of  this  book  from  other 
volumes  of  Poe , so  this  is  merely  to  record  the  number  of 
the  paperback  volume. 
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appearing  at  this  year’s  Ice 
Capades  at  the  Winnipeg  Arena, 
January  28  to  February  1 • 
They’re  going  to  have  a lot  of 
fun  and  they  want  you 
to  be  a part  of  it. 
So  make  sure  you 
color  this  picture, 
take  it  to  your 
favourite  Safeway 
Store  and  you  could 
win  tickets  to  see  the 
lovable  Ewoks. 
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OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM 

Color  and  drop  off  this  entire  page  at  your  local  Safeway  Store 


Color  the  Ice  Capades  scene. 

Complete  the  information  on  the  entry  form. 
Entries  will  be  judged  on  coloring  neatness 
and  originality. 

Decision  of  judges  is  final. 

Contest  is  open  to  children  12  years  of  age  or 
younger.  Age  Divisions  Judged: 

A)  up  to  8 years  of  age 

B)  9 years  to  1 2 years  of  age. 


6.  Children  of  Safeway  Employees  are  not 
eligible. 

7.  Deposit  the  completed  entry  in  our  store  no 
later  than  Saturday,  January  24,  1 987.  Entries 
will  be  judged  Monday,  January  26  and 
winners  will  be  notified. 

8.  Each  winning  entry  will  receive  a pair  of  Ice 
Capades  tickets. 

9.  Entries  will  not  be  returned. 
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Ages  9 to  12  years  □ 
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Poe  , Edgar  Allan 


Great  Tales  and  Poems  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe;  New  York, 
Washington  Square  Press,  Inc.  (#W-246),  (i960)  432p. 

(#45226),  (42rd  ptg.,  June,  1968)  422p. 

I read  the  ihtroduction  and  The  System  of  Doctor  Tarr 
and  Professor  Father  from  this  volume,  all  other  tales  and 
the  poems  having  been  previously  read  from  other  collections 
of  Poe.  This  story  is  of  a young  traveler  visiting  a private 
as3?lnm  and  finding  that  the  director  had  gone  in^^ane  and  had 
released  the  patients  and  imprisoned  the  attendants.  Aside 
from,  this  idea,  the  story  has  no  vital  significance. 


CAMPUI 


I 

Typewriter  Paper 
Papier  ^ Dactylographie 


27.6  cm  X 21.3  cm  (10%"  x 8%") 

Sheets 200  Feuilles 


DRG 

STATIONERY  COMPANY 
PAPETERIE  COMPAGNIE 

GEORGETOWN  ^L7G4T4 


MADE  IN  CANADA 


FABRIQUE  AU  CANADA 


No.  8607 


65264  08607 


Poe,  Edgar  Allan 

Great  Tales  of  Horror;  Selected  and  with  an  introduc- 
tion by  David  3ohn;  New  York,  Bantam  Books  (#HP4729),  (March, 


1964)-  Isth  ptg)  " 149p. 

Contents 

Introduction  ' • 1 

1*  The  Tell-Tale  Heart  13 

2,  The  Black  Cat  19 

3*  The  Cask  of  Amontillado  29 

4.,  The  Pit  and  the  Pendulum  . 36 

5.  The  Masque  of  the  Red  Death  51 

5.  The  Facts  in  the  Case  of  M,  Yaldemar  ,58 

7.  Hop-Frog  " 68 

8.  The  Fall  of  the  House  of  Usher  78 

9*  A Descent  into  the  Maelstrom  ^ 98 

10, The  Murders  in  the  Rue  Morgue  ' 115 

Selected  Bibliography  151 


Neither  the  introduction  nor  the  bibliography  i^  very 
discerning,  and  the  tales  are  in  most  larger  collections  of 
Poe’s  v\/orks,  so  this  volume  is  useful  only  to  people  who  are 
interested  in  sampling  Poe  for  the  first  time. 
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Poe , Edgar  Allan 


Ten  Great  l^^ys te rie s ; Illustrated;  Edited  with  an  Intro- 
duction by  Groff  Conklin;  New  York,  'Scholastic  Book  'Services 
(8th  Printing,  March,  1965),  (i960,  TAB  Books  Inc.);  210  plusp. 


Contents 

Introduction  v 

1.  The  Murders  in  the  Hue  Morgue  3 

2.  The  Purloined  Letter  50 

3.  The  Tell-Tale  Heart  77 

4.  The  Facts  in  the  Case  of  M.  Valdemar  86 

5.  The  Pit  and  the  Pendulum  101 

6.  A Tale  of  the  Ragged  Mountains  122 

7.  A Descent  into  the  Maelstrom  128 

8.  The  Black  Cat  163 

9.  ’^Thou  Art  the  I'lan”  176 

10  .Me tzengers te in  198 


Having  read  several  of  these  tales,  I read  only  (6)  and 
(10)  from  this  volume.  The  latter  is  the  nn.oi-e  memorable. 
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CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women’s  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 

per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay.  r 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattres 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F,  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care...,  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Puhl,  Frederlk 


The  Early  Pohl:  Garden  City,  New  York,  Eoubleday 

& 

Company,  Inc.,  1976  (1976, 

Pohl) 

182p. 

Contents 

1.  Elegy  to  a Dead  Planet: 

Luna  Elton  Andrews 

7p 

2.  The  Dwell.er  in  . the  Ice 

lames  l^acCreigh 

10 

3..  The  King*s  Eye 

Do , 

25 

4.  IV  s a Young  World 

• Do. 

40 

5.  Daughters  of  Eternity 

Do , - • 

72 

6.  Earth,  Farev;ell! 

Do. 

87 

7.  Conspiracy  on  Gallisto 

Do, 

108 

8'.  Highwayman  of  the\Joid 

Dirk  V/ylie 

123 

9.  Double-Cross' 

lames  IvCacCreigh 

172 

I borrov«/ed  this  book 

from  the  Public  Library  mainly 

for 

Pohl’s  autobiographical  cc.nriments  which  precede  each  story  and 
which  conclude  the  book, 

However,  as  I had  not  read  any  of  the  stories  before,  I 
did  read  the  poem  and  the  first  three  stories.  I had  to  return 
the  book  before  I could  get  time  to  read  the  other  stories,  but 
as  I have  them  in  my  magazine  collection,  I can  read  them  at  my 
leisure.  ' ^ 

There  is  nothing; of  Importance  that  I can  find  in  these 
early  stories,  but  they  are  at  least  as  well  written  as  the 
average  story  published  in  the  magazines  edited  by  the  various 
Futurians,  and  v;ere  certainly  good  for  a teen-ager,  as  Pohl  was 
the  n . 

He  mentions  that  one  story  was  published'  in  the  Canadian 
Super  Science  Stories,  but  he  did  not  have  a copy  of  the  maga- 
zine, so  did  not  reprint  the  story  in  this  volume. 


Pohl,  Frederlk 

The  Way  the  Future  Was:  A Memoir;  New  York,  Ballantine 
Books  (1978,  Pohl) ; Illustrated  312p* 

This  is  a specialized  history  of  the  soience  fiction 
fi^ld  from  Pohl’s  point  of  view  as  participant  over  a period 
of  approximately  forty  years*  Not  so  gossipy  as  Knight’s 
The  Futurians*  and  so  lacking  the  personal  interest,  it  is 
perhaps  a better  view  of  the  business  side  of  early  science 
fiction  publishing  and  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  being 
an  author  in  the  field  as  well  as  an  agent,  editor,  and  more 
recently,  , a lecturer* 

I had  a glance  at  the  paperback  edition,  and  it  seems  to 
lack  some  of  the  illustrations,  but  I am  not  sure  of  this. 

Having  read  only  a few  of  Pohl’s  early  stories,  I have 
not  evaluated  him  as  a writer,  but  his  work  for  the  3FWA  is 
an  indication  of  his  competence  commercially,  despite  his 
admission  of  his  financial  troubles  as  an  agent,  I suspect 
that  monetary  considerations  are  secondary. 

I continue  to  be  amazed  at  the  large  number  of  Futurians 
who  succeeded  in  establishing  lasting  reputations  in  the 
science  fiction  field*  Curiously,  none  of  those  named  on  page 
71  of  the  book  appears  to  have  evinced  interest  in  the  fantasy 
I category.  Yet,  in  spite  of  my  feeling  of  kinship  for  them,  my 
own  preference  is  for  fantasy  ratter  than  for  science  fiction. 

Books  like  this' are  valuable  in  rounding  out  the  details 
which  even  the  best  encyclopedias  must  omit. 

Pohl  says  he  has  averaged  about  100,000  words  a year 
during  his  career*  It  seems  to  me  that  my  correspondence  as 
an  insurance  claims  supervisor  during  most  of  my  ’/./orking  life 
may  have  involved  my  writing  much  more  than  this,  yet  I doubt 
if  material  prepared  for  publication  has  been  m.ore  than  his 
output  for  a single  average,  year, 

Kis  discipline  of  four  rages  per  day,  every  day,  is  a 
good  example  to  follow,  'Just  as  ^'^ack  London’s  1000  words  each 
day  was.  But  how  irany  writers  achieve  such  discipline? 

I’ll  keep  on  the  watch  for  a copy  of  the  panerback. 


i 


i 


Pohl,  Frederik 


The  Way  the  Future  Was  (Supplementary  notes) 

I first  read  this  book  shortly  after  it  was  publisljied.  I 
found  on  a second  reading  much  interesting  information  about 
Pohl’s  investigation  of  psychic  phenomena  which,  despite  his  own 
personal  experiences  he  ended  as  a skeptic.  He  was  even  more 
skeptical  of  the  UFO  phenomenon. 

I also  found  the  book  more  useful  as  a general  exposition 
of  the  whole  publishing  field  of  science  fiction.  Pohl  makes  no 
mention  of  Merritt,  and  was  evidently  more  engaged  in  science 
fiction  although  he  claimed  to  enjoy  fantasy. 

My  impression  is  that  Damon  Knight  in  The  Futurians  was  at 
least  somewhat  confused  about  one  of  Pohl’s  wives:  Dorothy  Les 
Tina.  This  is  possible  to  check  from  the  index  in  Knight’s  book, 
which  I may  some  day  do;  but  at  present  the  book  is  not  easily 
accessible  . 

I hope  to  read  Asimov’s  first  autobiography  soon  to  check  on 
the  information  in  this  book. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  27,  2002 
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Poggio  (Giovanni  Francesco  Poggio  Bracciclini) 

The  Facetiae;  a new  translation  by  Bernhardt  Harwood 
New  York,  Award  Books;  London,  Tandem  Books  (#A291N),  1968 
(1968,  translator)  ^ 219p. 

j These  are  short  ribald  tales  or  cariosa,  some  of  them 
fantasy  dealing  with  devils  or  ghosts,  but  of  little  impor- 
tance, They  are  a trifle  coarser  than  Boccaccio,  but  along 
similar  lines, 
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Pohl,  Frederik,  and  Kornbluth,  Cyril  M. 

Presidential  Year;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (#144); 
(1956,  authors)  187p. 

Thicj  is  a contemporary  novel  about  the  difficulties  and 
problems  of  a presidential  campaign.  It  ceicters  on  a middle 
aged  profe^^or  who  is  drafted  to  publicize  and  make  cjpeeches 
for  the  candidate,  and  who  learns  the  various  deal=^  and  com- 
promises which  mu^t  be  made,  the  back-biting,  slander'=j,  and 
influence -peddling,  the  'solicitation  of  cam.paign  funds,  the 
personalities  and  hard  work  of  dedicated  politicians,  and 
the  perils  to  family  life  involved. 

Prof.  Raymond  Houck  has  a pregant  wife  and  a daus-hter 
whom  he  mu^  t neglect  if  he  ic?  to  fulfill  his  obligations  to 
his  candidate.  His  wife  accommodates  these  problems  and  is 
loyal  to  him  throughout  the  campaign,  but  in  the  end  Houck 
forsakes  the  turmoil  and  returns  to  his  Job  and  family. 

This  is  a sober,  unsensa tional  look  at  American  politi- 
cs, and  seems  to  me  to  be  an  accurate  portrayal.  It  not 
the  kind  of  book  to  interest  me  greatly,  however,  and  I do 
not  expect  to  re-read  it. 
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Pohl,  Frederik;  and  Kornbluth,  G.  M. 

A Tov;n  iq  Drowning;  New  York,  Ballantine  Bookq  (#123) 
(1955,  authorq)  153p. 

Described  aq  a '’contemporary  novel”  thiq  apparently 
the  authorq’  firqt  novel  outqide  the  c-cience  fiction  cate- 
gory. 

Primarily  a deqcription  of  the  effect  of  heavy  rainq  and 
flooding  of  a New  England  town  on  a limited  group  of  charac- 
ters and  their  environment,  the  plot  iq  qubordinate  and  unim- 
portant. It  centerq  about  town  officialq  and  two  bu<=?inec!c.men 
and  a qummer  reqort  owner  and  qome  of  her  gue^-tq,  their  inter- 
actions with  each  other,  the  ultimate  failure  and  death  of  an 
enterpriser  thinking  only  of  himself,  and  the  triumph  of  a 
public  '^tpirited  rival. 

I found  it  a convincing  depiction  of  a ca  ta  trophe , and 
worthwhile  reading,  but  not  of  ^sufficient  importance  to  bear 
re -reading. 
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Polgar,  Franz  J.  (with  Kurt  Singer) 

The  Story  of  a Hynotist;  New  York,  Hermitage  House,  Inc. 
(1951,  Publishers)  222p. 

Having  read  that  Polgar  had  hynotised  probably  more  people 
than  anyone  else,  I found  this  book  one  of  the  most  important  I 
have  read.  Polgar  gave  stage  demonstrations  to  nearly  a million 
people  under  hypnosis,  made  a regular  practice  of  allowing  his 
fee  check  to  be  hidden  by  anyone  who  would  be  allowed  to  keep  it 
if  Polgar  could  not  find  it. 

Like  most  mediums  or  psychics,  he  could  offer  no  explanation 
of  his  abilities,  but  he  performed  amazing  feats  and  demonstrated 
telepathy  and  clairvoyance.  He  knew  Hanussen,  was  instructed  by 
Professor  Nemeti  in  his  early  years,  met  Freud  who  abandoned  hyp- 
nosis because  he  could  not  master  its  use,  and  trained  Freud's 
followers  in  hypnotic  technique. 

Polgar  quoted  Alexander  Erskine  with  approval,  so  I located 
Erskine's  book  to  be  read  next. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  19,  2000 
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Pollack,  Jack  Harrison 

Croiset  the  Clairvoyant;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday 
& Company,  Inc.,  1964;  Illustrated;  (1961,  1964,  author)  318p. 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  #53006  (august,  1965;  Index)  279p. 

Note:  The  paperback  edition  has  a postscript  chapter  about 

Croiset  and  the  Mississippi  Civil  Rights  killings  and  an  index 
lacking  in  the  hardcover  edition,  so  both  copies  of  this  book  are 
to  be  retained  for  reference.  Illustrations  from  the  hardcover 
do  not  appear  in  the  paperback. 

This  book  is  very  important  because  in  addition  to  giving  a 
summary  of  his  four  years  spent  in  investigating  Croiset  and  his 
mentor  Professor  Willem  H.  C.  Tenhseff  Pollack  provides  two  final 
chapters  surveying  the  position  of  parapsychology  at  date  of  the 
publication  of  this  book. 

No  one  reading  and  understanding  this  book  can  doubt  that 
Croiset  was  a genuine  psychic  and  healer.  His  work  for  police  in 
many  cases  was  essential. 

Excerpts  from  this  book  were  published  in  instalments  in  the 
Winnipeg  Free  Press  in  July,  1964,  so  it  must  have  had  favorable 
publicity  and  popular  appeal. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  Croiset  with  Hurkos,  the  other 
famous  Dutch  psychic,  just  as  Norma  Lee  Browning  compared  Hurkos 
with  Edgar  Cayce. 

Volume  4 of  the  24  volume  OUT  OF  THIS  WORLD  set  contains  an 
article  summarizing  Croiset^s  career. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  8,  1996 
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Pollatqchek,  Ttefan 


The  Strange  Story  of  John  Law:  A novel  ba^^ed  on  the 
amazing  career  of  the  notoriou®  financier  and  adventurer  of 
the  eighteenth  century;  Translated  from  the  German  by  Gerald 
Griffin;  London,  Hutchinson  & Go,  (Publishers)  Ltd.,  (n.d., 
ca.  1936)  288p. 

Thic?  is  a very  interesting  version  of  the  life  and  ad- 
ventures of  Law,  indicating  the  sexual  freedom  allov/ed  men, 
the  prevalence  of  gambling drinking  and  womanizing,  and  the 
sexual  laxness  of  courtesans  and  wealthy  women. 

But  its  main  interest  is  in  the  financial  operations  of 
Law  in  rescuing  the  French  from  bankruptcy,  the  ^!i-sissippi 
Bubble,  the  substitution  of  banknotes  for  gold  and  silver  by 
decree,  and  the  ultimate  failure  of  the  scheme  through  the 
power  and  greed  of  the  nobility  who  controlled  the  French 
government.  Law  had  to  flee,  and  died  in  poverty  and  mad- 
ness with  one  of  his  youthful  companions  who  was  with  him  at 
the  la  s t . 

Law  had  killed  a man  in  a duel  in  "’cotland  and  had  to 
leave  the  country;  the  English  politicians  were  uninterested 
in  his  m.onetary  schemes  until  after  he  had  left  France;  and 
although  it  is  said  that  his  scheme  would  have  worked  if  it 
had  not  been  sabotaged  by  the  French  mobility,  its  main 
interest  is  to  show  that  money  has  no  value  in  itself,  and 
is  always  subject  to  governmental  decree;  that  even  gold  and 
silver  have  nothing  but  their  commodity  values. 

Law’s  life  and  career  deverve  intensive  study  and  I am 
fortunate  to  have  several  books  concerning  him. 
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Polllni,  Francis 

Excursion;  Signet  Books  {First  Printing,  June,  1968); 
(Author,  1965;  Putnam)  . 22 3p. 

This  is  an  experimental  novel,  mixing  stream  of  con- 
sciousness with  narration  and  a modicum  of  action.  It  is 
chaotic,  superficial,  and  unimportant. 

The  principal  character  is  ^a  ballerina  Janet  Hunter, 
who  strives,  apparently,  to  efface,  an  Incestuous  love  for 
her  dead  brother  by  promiscuity.  With  plenty  of  money,  she 
associates  with  a profligate  crowd  until  she  meets  an  Italian 
old  man  who  encourages  her  to  face  up  to  her  problem;  but  on 
returning  to  her  fiance  Fred  in  Hew  York,  he  rejects  her. 

Although  I think  an  effort  has  been  made  to  produce  a 
novel  of  some  importance,  the  result  is  ineffectual. 


©Pomeroy,  Warden  B, 

Dr.  Kingey  and'^the  Institute  for  "^ex  Research;  London, 
Thomas  Nelson  & ^ons  Ltd  (1972,  author);  Illustrations;  In- 
dex 479p. 

This  excellent  biography  and  history  of  the  Institute 
proves  that  any  science  which  explores  areas  of  knowledge 
considered  forbidden  or  unworthy  by  contemporary  society 
must  contend  against  bigotry,  prejudice  and  established 
belief  in  pursuing  its  aims.  The  problems  are  exactly  the 
same  which  psychical  research  and  science  fiction  had  to 
solve  and  overcome  before  achieving  general  recognition  as 
legitimate  fields  of  endeavor. 

Pomeroy  worked  with  Kinsey  until  the  man  died,  knew  him 
well,  and  portrays  his  faults  as  well  as  his  achievements. 
Kinsey  was  a genius,  a hard  worker  who  was  fascinated  by  the 
discoveries  of  his  research,  and  a scientist  who  recognized 
and  respected  the  limits  of  his  task.  Much  incidental  in- 
forma tion  a bout  the  contents  of  the  Male  and  Female  Reports 
is  disclosed,  fortunately  for  me,  as  I had  read  neither. 

Anyone  reading  this  book  mu-^-t  become  more  tolerant  of 
human  behavior  in  this  special  area  of  activity,  and  will 
have  before  him  information  obtained  scientifically  and  im- 
partially. My  own  enlightenment  is  considerable. 

The  index  is  not  as  complete  as  it  could  have  been,  but 
is  helpful  in  tracing  information. 

I am  amazed,  as  usual,  to  be  told  what  a dedicated 
worker  can  achieve  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  which  he  must 
overcome.  My  respect  for  Kinsey  may  not  extend  to  reading 
the  main  reports,  but  if  time  permits  1 should  do  so. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  18,  1990. 


r ■' 


Pompadour,  Madame  de 


Memoirs  of  Madame  de  Pompadour;  (text  from  1766  edition) 
New  York,  Tudor  Publishing  Go.,  1934;  pp. 777  -899 

(From  omnibus  volume  entitled  The  Great  Confess iois  : 

Five  dinners  and  a ^aint);  Copyright,  1929,  Publishers . 1136p . 

Although  less  interesting  than  '^mythe’s  biography  of  her, 
these  Memoirs  are  mainly  devoted  to  an  overall  view  of  her  re- 
lations with  Louis  XY,  and  her  negotiations  between  suitors 
for  his  attention  and  the  King.  ^he  excuses  her  mistakes  in 
the  appointments  she  recommended  to  the  King  by  saying  that 
being  unable  to  know  them  personally,  she  had  to  accept  the 
representations  made  by  those  who  proposed  these  individuals, 
and  who  were  pre^iudiced  either  by  friendship  or  by  self-in- 
terest in  making  their  recommendations.  ^he  also  bemioans  the 
lack  of  qualifications  for  high  position  of  most  candidates 
(the  old  problem  of  efficient  personnel). 

I am  most  faavorably  impressed  with  the  tone  of  this  lady^s 
Memoirs:  she  appears  to  have  yielded  perhaps  too  often  to  her 

v/ish  to  cater  to  Louis’s  health  and  welfare  and  even  to  his  un- 
wise decisions  in  her  efforts  to  maintain  her  ascendancy  over 
him,  but  she  also  tried  to  be  statesmanlike  for  the  good  of  the 
French  nation.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  '^mythe  did  not  give 
her  the  credit  she  should  have  had;  even  though  I agree  with 
'^mxythe  that  she  made  unwi<=?e  choices  of  officials,  I accept  her 
excuse  that  she  could  not  know  all  these  people  well  herself 
and  had  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  others. 

There  are  somxe  wise  quotations  from  memoranda  she  noted 
in  her  Memoirs,  and  she,  herself , showed  wisdom  and  energy  in 
her  life. 

The  King’s  mistress  by  design  and  choice,  c-he  show^  that 
she  did  her  utmost  to  help  him.  reign  wisely,  even  though  ahe 
made  her  share  of  mistakes.  I admire  her  tremendously. 


t::apades 

See  The 

Bwoks 


Your  favourite  cartoon 
characters,  the  Ewoks,  will  be 
appearing  at  this  year’s  Ice 
Capades  at  the  Winnipeg  Arena, 
January  28  to  February  1 • 
They’re  going  to  have  a lot  of 
fun  and  they  want  you 
to  be  a part  of  it. 
So  make  sure  you 
color  this  picture, 
take  it  to  your 
favourite  Safeway 
Store  and  you  could 
win  tickets  to  see  the 
lovable  Ewoks. 


OFFICIAL  RULES 


OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM 

Color  and  drop  off  this  entire  page  at  your  local  Safeway  Store 


Name 


Address . 


Postal  Code . 


Phone 


1.  Color  the  Ice  Capades  scene. 

2.  Complete  the  information  on  the  entry  form. 

3.  Entries  will  be  judged  on  coloring  neatness 
and  originality. 

4.  Decision  of  judges  is  final. 

5.  Contest  is  open  to  children  12  years  of  age  or 
younger.  Age  Divisions  Judged: 

A)  up  to  8 years  of  age 

B)  9 years  to  1 2 years  of  age. 


6.  Children  of  Safeway  Employees  are  not 
eligible. 

7.  Deposit  the  completed  entry  in  our  store  no 
later  than  Saturday,  January  24,  1987.  Entries 
will  be  judged  Monday,  January  26  and 
winners  will  be  notified. 

8.  Each  winning  entry  will  receive  a pair  of  Ice 
Capades  tickets. 

9.  Entries  will  not  be  returned. 


Store  Location 


* 


Ages  8 years  and  under  □ 


Ages  9 to  1 2 years  □ 


:g)  COPYRIGHT  1 985,  SAFEWAY  STORES  INCORPORATED 


Pond,  Mariam  Buckner 


The  Unwilling  Martyrs:  The  Story  of  the  Fox  Family;  London, 
The  Psychic  Book  Club,  (1947);  2 Vols,;  Bibliography  436p. 

This  book  is  a novelized  biographical  version  told  from  the 
author  omniscient  viewpoint,  with  a helpful  family  geneology. 

It  deals  more  personally  with  the  family  and  is  much  more 
favorable  than  most  of  the  critical  histories  which  dwell  on  the 
published  accounts.  The  author  married  a descendant  of  David  who 
was  a brother  of  the  Fox  girls  mediums. 

She  was  helped  greatly  by  the  author  of  the  Fox-Taylor 
Record,  which  details  the  work  of  Katie  Fox  over  22  years  inter- 
mittently. That  record  proves  communication  with  the  dead  to  a 
greater  extent  than  any  other  I have  read. 

Certainly  the  confessions  of  Katie  and  Maggie  about  using 
their  toe  joints  does  not  invalidate  the  other  phenomena  which 
the  girls  demonstrated.  They  always  disclaimed  any  control  over 
those  phenomena. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  11,  2003 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Porter,  Gene  Stratton 


The  Song  of  the  Cardinal:  A love  Story  of  the  Limberlost; 
Illustrated  in  color;  (1903,  1906,  1912,  1913,  The  Bobbs-Mer r ill 
Company  21 6p  . 

Practically  the  life  story  in  fictional  form  of  a large 
bird  seeking  a mate  and  an  elderly  and  loving  farm  couple  who 
try  to  save  him  from  destruction  by  hunters. 

The  story  seems  accurate,  but  the  immediate  conversion  to 
honesty  and  remorse  of  a lying  hunter  is  unconvincing.  As  a plea 
against  the  wanton  destruction  of  bird  and  animal  life,  the  story 
is  an  effort,  but  is  more  appealing  as  a love  story  of  bird  and 
man  . 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally. 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours 


^hofce 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Porter,  Katherine  H, 

Through  a Glass  Darkly:  Spiritualism  in  the  Browning 
Circle;  Lawrence,  University  of  Kansas  Press,  1958  (1958, 
Publishers),  Bibliography,  Notes,  Index;  Illustrated  160p 

This  is  an  excellent,  well-researched  essay  covering- 
the  Brownings  and  their  literary  and  artistic  friends  in 
Italy  and  England,  and  from  America,  insofar  as  their  ex- 
periences and  ideas  of  spiritualism  are  concerned. 

The^Lyttons,  W.  W.  Story,  larves,  the  Tennysons,  and 
others  are  involved  throughout,  and  the  extent  of  their 
interest  in  the  phenomena  is  revealed  as  much  greater  than 
in~' their  published  letters,  which  were  apparently  edited 
to  exclude  details.  Acknowledgment  is  given  to  Burton’s 
bock  on  Home,  and  this  volume  is  a very  useful  supplement- 
to  that  book. 


Po=!t,  Melville  Davlqqon 


The  Kyc-tery  at  the  Blue  Villa;  Toronto,  McClelland  & 
Ttevvart,  1919;  (1919,  D.  Appleton  and  Company)  284p. 

Thi?^  volume  of  17  qhort  cjtorieq  reprinted  from  variou<=? 
popular  magazines  io  told  in  conver<?a tional  form  by  narra- 
tors, and  only  two  of  them  involve  a lawyer  character  who  1^? 
the  aame  individual. 

Thic!  cstyle  of  ohort  cjtory  la  eke?  cjue-pencje  because  the 
main  action  ha^  trane^pired  and  usually  only  the  climax  i«=j  in 
the  present.  The  c?urpri<?e  ending  <^eldom  avoids?  an  element 
of  fatality,  and  Poot  oeemc*  to  me  to  be  a fatalist  often 
portraying  beautiful  women  a^  lure<5  to  deceive  men  by  p*etting 
their  sympathy  and  then  deserting  them.  Very  ^.eldom  do  the 
storie-s  end  happily. 

Even  the  final  ertory,  where  a man  rencuee;  a beautiful 
woman  believing  her  to  be  a criminal  and  later  learn<=!  that 
ohe  i<s  a prince«3q  and  a noble  woman  who  ha=?  remained  single 
because  of  her  love  for  her  re-^cuer,  leaver?  them  apart. 

I do  not  know  anything  about  Po^jt,  but  I ^ju^jpect  he 
went  through  life  looking  for  the  ideal  wom.an,  and  never 
found  her.  For  one  rea<5on  or  another,  often  portrayed  in 
hi-  stories,  hi^  ideal  wa<?  never  consummated. 
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Post,  Melville  Davisson 


The  Nameless  Thing;  Toronto,  The  Gopp  Clark  Co,,  Limited 
1912;  111.(4)  (Appleton)  238p. 

This  book  consists  of  a number  of  short  mystery  stories, 
the  first  of  vhich  is  divided  into  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  the  story  in  such  a way  as  to  use  the  other  stories  to 
illustrate  the  philosophical  arguments  of  a priest,  a lawyer 
and  a doctor  with  reference  to  the  idea  of  retribution  v/hich 
accompanies  crime. 

The  stories  originally  appeared  in  various  magazines 
during  the  years  1908-1912,  and  the  chapter  headings  do  not 
indicate 'the  titles  of  the  stories  because  these  are  broken 
up  arbitrarily  in  order  to  give  the  philosophical  comments 
of  the  characters  who,  in  solving  the  original  mystery,  make 
comments  on,  and  tell,  the  other  stories. 

These  are  very  good  mystery  stories,  and  Post  m.ust  have 
been  a careful  student  of  legal  procedures. 

There  are  fantasy  elements:  a clairvoyant,  hallucinatory 
visions,  conscience,  but  in  no  case  is  there  failure  to  ex- 
plain by  mundane  means,  so  I would  not  classify  the  book  as 
fantasy. 


\ 


1 


. 1 


Potter,  John  Deane 

The  IConsters  of  the  Iloors:  The  full  account  of  the 
Brady -Hindley  Case;  ITew  York,  Ballantine  Books  (#U708l}, 
{Potter,  1966)  ; Piiotographs  285p. 

This  surm'nary  is  chiefly  concerned  with  the^  trial,  and 
is  important  for  the  photographs  v/hich  do  not  appear  in 
Beyond  Belief  by  Lralyn  Williams,  a more  detailed  study  of  the 
case.  It  does,  however,  have  closing  chapters  of  sociologi- 
cal importance  and  a concluding  chapter  on  witchcraft  in  the 
Lancashire  locale.  ^ 

The  author  attributes  the  worst  xao'^ives  to  the  murderers 
and  regrets  tha’t  the  death  penalty  :va3  repealed  lust  before 
they  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  life  iriprisonment . This 
is  a sensational  book,  of  course,  but  factual. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  index  to  assist  in  checking 
against  the  material  in  the  ./illiaiis  book. 


Powe,  Bruce  Allen 


The  Aberhart  Summer;  Penguin  Books,  1984;  Lester  & Orpen 
Dennys  Ltd,  1983;  (Author,  1983)  215p. 

Fifteen  years  old  in  1935,  Doug  is  mystified  when  his  best 
friend  is  found,  an  apparent  suicide,  hanging  in  a neighbor’s 
barn.  His  friend’s  older  brother  is  to  become  a candidate  for 
election  in  the  Social  Credit  party  of  William  Aberhart,  and  part 
of  the  novel  outlines  the  struggle  to  convince  voters  in  Alberta 
to  accept  the  ’’social  dividend”  as  hope  for  the  future  and  an 
answer  to  the  dilemma  of  poverty  in  the  midst  of  plenty. 

Not  until  he  becomes  a Captain  in  the  second  World  War  does 
Doug  discover  that  his  friend  was  murdered  by  the  father  of  his 
friend’s  beautiful  girl-friend.  The  solution  of  the  mystery  is  a 
rather  contrived  re-enaction  by  the  girl’s  brother,  a mimic  whose 
mental  illness  reveals  what  had  happened. 

The  author  seems  to  me  to  have  portrayed  well  the  depression 
environment  and  its  effect  on  the  people  of  Alberta.  The  story 
involves  frank  exposure  of  sexual  expressions  and  repressions,  but 
is  an  honest  picture  of  the  religious  influences  in  families. 

The  author  was  educated  in  economics,  and  might  have  spent 
more  wordage  on  this  subject,  and  less  on  politics,  to  benefit  me 
as  a reader.  However,  I know  of  no  other  book  which  uses  Aberhart 
as  a character  in  a novel,  and  this  book  is  worthwhile. 


DIST:  024/WPG 


KK  KK 

RRRRRRR 

UU 

UU 

GGGGGG 

EEEEEEEE 

RRRRRRR 

KK  KK 

RRRRRRRR 

UU 

UU 

GGGGGGGG 

EEEEEEEE 

RRRRRRRR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

GG 

EE 

RR  RR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

EE 

RR  RR 

KKKK 

RR  RR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

EE 

RR  RR 

KKK 

RRRRRRRR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

EEEEEE 

RRRRRRRR 

KKK 

RRRRRRR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

GGGG 

EEEEEE 

RRRRRRR 

KKKK 

RRRR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

GGGG 

EE 

RRRR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

GG 

EE 

RR  RR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

UU 

UU 

GG 

GG 

EE 

RR  RR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

uuuuuuuu 

GGGGGGGG 

EEEEEEEE 

RR  RR 

KK  KK 

RR  RR 

uuuuuu 

GGGGGG 

EEEEEEEE 

RR  RR 

SPOOLID; 
CLASS: 
PRINTER: 
SYSTEMID: 
PRINT  DATE 
PRINT  TIME 


1417 

Z 

AFPWPG8C 

TORVM3 

02/08/94 

23:41:28 


USER/NODEID: 
FILENAME/TYPE: 
FILE  CREATE  DATE: 
FILE  CREATE  TIME: 


KRUGER  TORVM3 
$T$E$M$P  EOSPRINT 
02/08/94 
23:41:12 


START 


PowQ , Bruce 


The  Last  Days  of  the  American  Empire;  Toronto ^ llacmil- 
lan  of  Canada;  (1974,  Powe)  xi-xxiii,  326p, 

This  is  an  over-long  and  not  particularly  interesting 
novel  based  on  an  invasion  of  a depopulated  TJ,3,  by  a fleet 
of  ships  from  Africa,  told  from  three  points  of  views  Prof* 
Harry  Kornwire,  whomaintalns  his  popularity  with  his  uni- 
versity students  by  catering  to  their  amused  interest  in  comic 
characters  of  the  past;  his  mistress  Angola  Hassler,  daughter 
of  America’s  greatest  philosopher-king  and  sur-n-lvor  of  five 
trial  marriages;  and  Ma^or  Oforu  poet  in  residence  to  l&e  Green 
Mamba  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  invading  fleet* 

Kornwire’ s Uncle  Jules  had  succeeded  in  reducirg  the  num- 
ber of  pets  by  birth-control  drugs,  and  their  use  had  brought 
about  a decrease  in  human  population.  This  left  the  Hudson 
River  district  helpless  to  defend  itself  against  the  Invasion, 
even  with  the  Peace  Corps,  gigantic  defenders,  to  assist  the 
ruling  class  who  had  become  fat  and  slothful. 

Prokop,  who  had  disagreed  v/ith  Kornwire ’s  Uncle  Jules,  set 
a trap  for  Kornwire,  who  escaped  it  with  the  help  of  a student 
who  was  at  first  his  enemy  because  of  discovering  the  Uncle’s 
secret,  and  Angola  who  made  an  easy  conquest  of  the  poet  as  a 
diversion,  much  to  Kornwire ’s  discomfort. 

Although  well-written,  this  novel  is  poorly  constru;  ted 
and  fails  to  emphasise  adequately  the  warning  it  intends  to 
convey.  It  has  tragi-comic  overtones  which  detract  from  the 
grim  message,  and  many  of  the  incidents  are  merely  sensational 
padding. 


Powell,  Lawrence  Clark 

Books  in  my  Bagf^agei  Adventures  in  Reading  and  Collec- 
ting; Cleveland  and  New  York,  The  World  Publishing  Company, 
1960);  255p,,'incl.  index 

These  are  short  essays  on  literary,  bibliographical  and 
autobiographical  subjects,  classified  in  groups  . Powell  is 
very  strongly  in  favor  of  D.  H.  Lav/rence , Henry  Hiller,  and 
Lawrence  Durrell,  agreeing  th  their  emphasis  on  sex  as  a 
prime  mover  and  influence  in  life.  He  idehtifies  writers 
with  the  scenes  which  constitute  the  background  of  their 
writings,  as  bookscapes.  He  praises  Dobie , Tom  Lea,  "Apache'^ 
by  Will  Levington  Comfort,  ’’Death  Cones  for  the  Archbishop” 
by  Willa  Cather,  ”Tacey  Cromwell”  by  Conrad  Richter,  and  Har- 
vey Fergusson’s  work,  but  says  that  Steinbeck  did  no  good  ?/ork 
after  his  success  with  ”The  Grapes  of  Wrath”. 

An  interesting  book,  but  quite  evidently  limited  by  the 
writer’s  preferences. 


-N 


Powers , Melvin 


Advanced  Techniques  of  Hypnosis;  Illustrated;  Hollywood, 
California,  Wilshire  Book  Company  (1953,  author),  1970  Edition 

125p. 

This  book  is  useful  both  for  hypnosis  and  autosuggestion 
and  covers  stage  hypnotism  also. 

There  is  much  repetition  in  his  books  with  ad ver tsements 
and  newspaper  articles  reprinted.  However,  as  practical  teach- 
ing, all  his  books  have  value. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2900 
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Powers , Melvin 


Hypnotism  Revealed;  Illustrated;  Hollywood,  California, 
Wilshire  Book  Company,  1964  Edition  113p. 

This  is  a good  elementary  introduction  to  hypnosis,  with  a 
mention  of  learning  while  asleep  which  is  more  thoroughly  dealt 
with  in  another  of  his  books.  He  was  a practioner  and  publisher 
devoted  to  promoting  hypnosis. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2000 
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Powers , Melvin 


Mental  Power  through  Sleep  Suggestion  and  Controlled 
Relaxation:  Two  techniques  of  Reaching  and  Influencing  the 

Subconscious;  Hollywood,  California,  Wilshire  Book  Company,  1969 
Edition  llOp. 

Powers  developed  a sleep  machine  and  also  a way  of  using  a 
record  player  or  tape  recorder  to  bring  about  learning  through 
sleep.  He  gives  no  credit  to  Hugo  Gernsback  who  originated  the 
idea , I believe  . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2000 
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Powys,  T.  F. 


The  Left  Le.g;  Containing  The  Left  Leg;  Hester  Dominy; 


Abraham  Men;  London,  Gha  tto  & Y/indus  , 1922  ■ 311p. 

Contents  - 

1 . The  Le  f t Le  g 1 

2.  Hester  Dominy  93  . 

3.  Abraham  Men  227 


(1)  is  the  story  of  a farmer  who  acquires  all  the  pro- 
perty in  a small  community,  but  seeks  to  extend  his  posses- 
sions by  buying  people ~as  well.  He  takes  young  girls  at 
will,  but  a symbolical  figure  Uncle  Jar  keeps  a ■ wa tch  and 
ultimately  influences  him  to  go  mad  and  blow  himself  up  with 
gunpowder  intended  to  destroy  Uncle ^Jar^s  tombstone.  The 
title  comes  from  a fragm.ent  of  Farmer  Mew^s  body.  ■ 

(2)  tells  of  a girl  who  led  poor  girls  in  sinp-ing  in  a 
church,  and  to  whom  the  sound  of  the  church  bells  smelled 
the  dreary  tone  of  her  life.  Since  a girl  she  had  loved  to 
watch  an  old  tailor  at.  his  machine;  the  old  man  loved  her, 
but  his  wife  lived  only  to  accumulate  houses  for  renting  out, 
and  he  worked  ceaselessly  to  progYide  the  money.  ^he  f?irl 
goes  av/ay  to  teach  school,  leaving  the  old  man’s  life  emmty; 
he  deserts  his  machine  and  his^home,  taking  the  cash  on  hand, 
and  lives  near  the  girl’s  schoolhouse , sharing  with  men  who 
frequent  a des/erted  building  after  the  inn  has  been  closed 

a free  social  life  for  the  first  time  in  his  life.  His  ,ioy 
at  his  freedom^is  so  great  that  he  forgets  his  sorro^v  at  the 
loss  of  the  girl;  but  he  dies  soon  after  his  money  is  exhaus- 
ted. The  girl,  realizing  that  only  her  old  familiar  surroun- 
dings have  any  meaning  for  her,  returns  to  her  old  life,  but 
learns  that  the  old  man  has  died.  She  then  has  only  the 
dreary  sound  of  the  bells  and  her  chu^^ch  work. 

(3)  is  the  story  of  a young  man  who,  under  the  influence 
of  religious  mania  considers  it  his  duty  to  quit  his  clerk- 
ship and  convert  a small  community,  leaves  his  boarding-house 
and  the  girl,  daughter  of  his  landla dy , v/ho  has  crept  'to  him 
in  the  early  mornings.  Learning  that  the  daughter  of  a road- 
mender  who  has  been  adopted  because  of  LlOO  which  she  will 
receive  at  age  21,  and  attracted  by  her,  he  pursues  her  with 
the  thought  that  this  will  enable  him  to  build  a small  church. 
Her  foster-father  has  similar  ideas,  but  blames  the  women  for 
disturbing  him  sexually,  and  is  quit^e  happy  when  the  local 
squire  seduces  the  girl.  The  religious  young  man,  when  he 
realizes  that  the  girl  is  quite  a wanton,  returns  to  his  land- 
lady’s daughter  and  prepares  to  marry  her  and  resum.e  his  clerk- 
ship . 

These  stories  are  all  pessimistic  views  of  the  human  con- 
dition in  rura  1 ISngland , showing  the  sordid,  drab  lives  of  the 
people,  and  seldom  indicating  any  possibility  of  improving 
their  fate.  All  of  them  indicate  the  furtive  seeking  of  sex- 
ual relief  as  escape  from  boredom,  and  possibly  in  som.e  cases 
as  explosions  from  repressions.  Although  wel 1 -writ ten , they 
are  gloomy  expressions  of  their  writer’s  views. 


Powys,  T.  F. 

Mr.  Tasker  *s  G-ods;  London,  Ghat  to  and  '-/Indus  (1929) 

(1925)  ■ 312p. 

This  is  a most  depressing,  and  almost  disgusting,  por- 
trayal of  rural  life  in  England.  Labor  and  sex  exploitation 
of  the  downtrodden  poor,  the  bestial  sensual  satisfactions  of 
brutish  farmers,  money-grubbing,  and  cruelty  both  physical 
and  mental  of  people  to  one  another,  are  barely  offset  by  the 
few  gentle.  Idealistic  characters  who  are  punished  by  death 
and  ostracism  for  their  virtues. 

The  story  is  simply  the  tale  of  a clergyman  and  his  thre^ 
sons,  one  a clergy.man,  the  second  a doctor,  and  the  third  a 
simpleton  good  in  every  v/ay,  but  too  gentle  for  his  rough 
world.  The  clergyman  succumbs  to  his  lust  for  women  in  his 
old  age,  and  dies  accidentally  while  pursuing  one  in  a cheap 
boarding-house.  The  clergyman  son ■ is  a money -worshipper  who 
'tears  his  mother  and  brother  from  their  home;  the  doctor  has 
married,  like  his  brother,  a wealthy  woman  and  settles  down 
to-  self-indulgence;  the  youngest  brother,  cast  out,  goes  to 
live  with  the  sister  of  his  friend,  another  clergyman  who  has 
died  (probably  of  cancer),  and  v/ho  is  befriended  by  a woman 
social  worker.  The  maidservants  are  all,  if  pretty,  pursued 
by  all  men  whose  wives  ^jeer  at  the  girls  made  pregnant. 

Mr.  Tasker’s  Gods  are  his  pigs,  who,  accusto’~^ed  to  feed 
on  carcases,  ultimately  eat  Mr.  Tasker’s  father,  a tramp,  who 
in  a drunken  stupor  after  having  killed  the  youngest  brother 
brutally  by  kicking  him  to  death,  is  seized  by  the  thr0d;tby 
a dog.  Mr.  Tasker  buries  the  body  under  chalk  and  dung,  and 
tells  people  his  father  has  gone  to  Canada;  neglecting  to  say 
that  he  had  trained  the  dog  to  hate  his  father’s  odor,  and 
thus  had  caused  his  death. 

If  this  were  a true  portrayal  of  human  beings  (and  it 
may  be),  there  appears  little  hope  for  the  human  race. 


Powys,  T.  F. 


The  Two  Thieves;  London,  Chat to  & Windus , 1932;  295pp. 

Contents 

1.  In  Good  Earth  1 

2.  God  V 99 

3.  The  Two  Thieves  , 205* 

/l  co.neerns  a farmer  who  has  toiled  on  barren  soil  all 
his  life,  and  is  obsessed  with' the  desire  to  sov/  in  fertile 
land.  Thwarted  in  his  effort  to  obtain  a good  farm,  he  turns 
to  women  as  a more  direct  means  of  sowing,  but  obtains  only  a 
thin  one  instead  of  a voluptuous  girl;  and  finally  is  convin- 
ced by  a grave-digger  that  only  burial  of  the  body  is  the  true 
and  ultimate  sowing,  and  commits  suicide. 

f ^ #2  tells  of  a boy  who  believes  that  God  dwells  in  his 

father’s  top  hat,  and  whose  belief  is  confirmed  when  he  is 
inspired  after  prayerful  regarding-  of  the  hat  to  find  his 
Latin  book  which  he  has  mislaid.  His  father  rapidly  mrows 
senile  after  the  loss  of  his  wife;  large  notes  of  money  from 
his  bootmaking  business  disappear  and  he  dies  \'Vithout  making 
the  mystery  of  the  disappearance  clear;  the  money  is  found  in 
the  top  hat  barely  in  time  to  save  the  son  and  his  wife  from, 
starvation.  It  is  a rather  facile  and  unconvincing  satire  on 
personal  religion,  and  not  fantasy  beyond  the  effect  of  the 
belief  on  the  boy’s  life.  This  .might  be  compared  to  the 
illusion  which  is  the  theme  of  ’’The  Exquisite  Gift"  by  Ella 
B.  Wallis. 

#3  is  a devil  story  about  a lazy  man  who  determines  to 
become  a thief  and  steals  from  the  devil;  has  his  desires 
satisfied,  then  one  by  one  has  them  stolen  back  from,  him, 
leaving  him  destitute  so  that  his  only  recourse  is  to  suicide. 

.Though  extremely  well-written,  these  tales  are  not  ' 
pleasant  reading  and  indicate  a profound  disillusionment  in 
the  vyriter.  #3  is  important  as  a devil-tale,  and  is  probably 
close  to  de  3a de  in  detailing  the  sins  committed  by  the  thief 
who  has  stolen  from  the  devil. 


V 
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Prather,  Richard  S. 


Dagger  of  Flesh;  New  York,  Fawcett  Publications,  Inc.  (1952) 
Falcon  Books,  Inc.;  1956,  author);  Gold  Medal  K1425  144p. 

earlier  SSiaXMgaSI  Crest  142  144p. 

This  is  definitely  the  best  murder  mystery  built  around  the 
subject  of  hypnotism  that  I have  read.  The  author  has  studied 
the  subject  and  used  it  brilliantly  in  a suspense  story. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a tough  womanizing  detective  it 
is  the  story  of  the  murder  of  a clothing  store  owner  who  has  just 
changed  his  will,  leaving  almost  all  his  fortune  to  his  daughter 
by  his  first  wife  instead  of  to  his  second  wife  who  is  playing 
about  with  many  men  including  the  detective  who  admits  that  she 
is  not  loved  by  him.  A party  held  days  before  his  death  involves 
many  people  including  a hypnotist  who  has  demonstrated  his  skill 
to  a few  of  the  people  attending. 

The  author’s  style  is  closest  to  that  of  James  M.  Cain  of 
any  I’ve  read.  The  suspense  it  maintained  by  timing  events  close 
to  those  involving  the  detective’s  own  personal  involvement  as 
he  interviews  the  various  attendants  at  the  party. 

The  weakness  of  the  novel  is  that  the  killer  murders  using 
hypnotism,  plans  to  muder  the  detective,  but  the  police  who  aid 
the  detective  have  apparently  not  investigated  either  of  the  two 
earlier  muders.  The  detective  is  so  involved  in  the  family  of 
the  first  murdered  man  and  seeking  his  own  sexual  satisfaction  as 
to  ignore  what  should  have  been  the  function  of  the  police  even 
though  he  does  seek  their  aid  at  the  conclusion. 

Prather  was  apparently  a very  popular  author  and  I would  be 
willing  to  read  more  of  his  novels,  but  lack  the  time. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  9,  2004 
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Pratt,  James  Bissett  (Ph.D.) 


Matter  and  Spirit:  A Study  of  Mind  and  Body  in  Their  Rela- 
tion to  the  Spiritual  Life;  New  York,  The  Macmillan  Company,  1922 
(1922,  Publishers);  Index  ‘ 232p. 

This  thorough  philosophical  examination  of  the  var iousrhy po- 
theses  of  the  human  mind-body  problem  results  in  his  acceptance  of 
dualistic  interaction,  rather  than  materialism  or  idealism.  This 
accords  v/ith  common  experience  and  the  Christian  teaching  of  free 
will  and  personal  responsibility. 

As  a fatalist,  I find  this  does  not  answer  the  lack  of  free 
will  among  mental  patients  and  especially  multiple  personalities, 
and  the  facts  of  instinctive  reactions  to  situations  before  the 
mind  can  think  to  exercise  free  will. 

It  also  calls  for  the  acceptance  of  an  evolving  universe, 
and  not  the  static  universe  which  the  facts  of  precognition  appear 
to  require. 

Like  every  human  being,  I act  as  if  I possess  free  will,  but 
this  is  due  to  the  limitations  of  my  mind  and  senses,  which  give 
me  the  illusion  that  my  life  is  passing  from  the  past  through  the 
present  and  into  the  future.  If  I exist  at  all,  however,  I must 
exist  eternally;  and  that  means  as  an  entity  extending  through  all 
space-time . 

I believe  that  a passive  personality  finds  it  easy  to  accept 
fatalism  and  that  an  active  personality  can  believe  only  in  free 
v/ill.  Because  of  human  limitations,  however,  from  a philosophical 
point  of  view,  no  final  vision  of  reality  seems  possible. 

As  a consideration  of  the  problem,  this  book  is  recommended. 
Like  everything  human,  it  lacks  perfection. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  24,  1992. 
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Price,  Harry 

Christmas  Ghosts;  London,  St.  Hugh’s  Press  Ltd.,  n.d., 
(small,  leatherbound  pamphlet)  60p. 

Beginning* wi th  the  stories  of  Charles  Diokens,  and  the 
opinion  that  Diokens  himself  did  not  believe  in  ghosts,  the 
author  gives  interesting  information  regarding  Borley  Rec- 
tory and  Rudi  Schneider.  There  was  a prediction  of  the  fire 
made  a year  before  it  transpired  at  the  Rectory;  and  of  the 
Rudi  sitting,  Pride  said  that  it  alone  would  have  been  ade- 
quate to  prove  his  mediumship  and  the  phenomena  of  material- 
ization. 

Apparently  this  essay  was  previously  published  by  Dent. 


Price,  Harry 

Confeq.q iorif?  of  a Gho<:? t-Hunter ; London,  Putnam,  (Feb- 
ruary, 1926;  Index  296p. 

Another  very  important  record  qummarizing  the  author ’q 
perqonal  inve«^  tiga  tionq  of  pqyohic  pfesasKuac  pehnomena.  It 
muq  t be  retained  for  reference,  and  the  detailed  index  iq  a 
moqt  helpful  guide. 

Price  Vq  bookq  are  repetitiouq,  but  the  more  recent  ac- 
countq  of  hiq  work  do  not  contradict  earlier  verqionq,  and  I 
am  qatiqfied  to  rely  on  hiq  writingq.  I admire  and  recspect 
him  ao  a moqt  competent  and  cautiouq  inve=!  tiga  tor , and  the 
world  qhould  be  grateful  to  him  for  hiq  dedication  to  thiq 
qubject. 

On  page  27  5 iq  the  be^t  confirmation  of  my  belief  that 
I have  ever  encountered.  Kuda  Bux  qaid:  ^’I  have  loot  my 
faith,  and  if  I do  it  again,  I qhall  burn  myqelf.’^  It  iq 
the  power  of  faith  that  quqtainq  people  in  life,  not  the 
factq  in  which  they  baqe  their  faith. 

Price  Lq  bookq  are  the  beqt  I know  to  provide  evidence 
for  pqychic  phenomena  from  a ocientific  point  of  view. 


3*C 
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AN  INVITATION  TO  VISIT 


Ma  rt:  i ns  vi  1 1 e , Indiana 
and 

First:  Christian  Church 
Kennedy  Living  Center 
Ken  Mar  Apartments 
Community  Service  Center 

Leave  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  Indianapolis  and  the  Assembly 
for  a delightful  morning  in  the  softly  rolling  hills  of  beautiful 
Southern  Indiana.  We'd  like  to  show  off  a couple  faci4ities  which 
we're  mighty  proud  to  have  here  and  be  involved  with. 

Martinsville  is  a county-seat  town  of  about  15,000,  a short 
half-hour  south  of  Indianapolis, 

First  Christian  Church  was  cited  this  year  by  our  Regional 

Staff  as  an  example  of  a "vital  faith  community"  (one  of 
tv70  such  communities  in  Indiana).  Dr.  Larry  J.  Kuntz , 
Pastor  of  First  Christian  Church,  presented  a wo r shop  at 
the  National  Evangelical.  Association  Meeting  on  July  27th, 
preceeding  the  Assembly.  First  Christian  Church  is  a 
growing  and  dynamic  congregation,  just  one  block  from 
M a r- 1 i n s v i 1 1 e ' s downtown  square,  and  will  be  given  s p e c:  i a 1 
recognition  on  Sunday  evening  during  the  Assembly. 

Kennedy  Living  Center  and  Ken  Mar  Apartiaents  are  outstanding 
examples  of  NBA  facilities  and  the  Coia®unity  Service  Center  is  an 
exciting  local  mission  program  and  a recent  recipient  of  a grant 
through  our  Reconciliation  Prograin. 


5l:**:)C:iC5iC*5iC5|C5|C3iC****4:5|C5}:5|C:i{**5|C*3(C5jC5|C:t:**5|cHC>iC5|CJlC  ************  3ic5f:*5(C*5)C5|C 


So,  won't  you  let  us  enlighten,  entertain,  and  even  treat  you 
to  a special  luncheon?  That's  right!  We're  throwing  a party,  tlie 
best  cooks  in  Indiana  are  catering,  and  you  are  invited! 


Church  vans  will  leave  fro®  the  Convention  Center  (under  the  canopy) 
at  8:30  AM » Sunday,  July  30th.  Then  let  us  do  the  driving  while  you 
sit  back  and  enjoy  the  scenery  as  skyscrapers  turn  to  countryside 
which  turns  to  scenic,  small-town  Indiana, 

After  tours  of  Kennedy,  Ken  Mar,  and  the  Community  Service  Center, 
join  us  in  worship  at  First  Christian  Church,  as  Dr.  Forrest 
Haggard,  Founding  Pastor  of  Overland  Park  Christian  Church,  Kansas 
City,  speaks  to  us  on  Philippians  and  our  own  Men's  Choir,  which 
will  sing  at  the  Assembly's  CMF  Breakfast  on  Saturday,  July  29th, 
provides  some  very  special  music.  Following  the  worship  service, 
meet  some  very  good  folks  and  have  the  best  meal  of  the  week. 

We  promise  to  have  you  back  to  the  Convention  Center  by  1:45  PM  in 
time  for  Interest  Groups. 


Price,  Harry;  and  Lambert,  R, 

The  Haunting  of  Caghen^s  Gap:  A Modern  Miracle  Inves- 
tigated; v\/ith  Eight  Plates;  London,  Methuen  & Co.  Ltd., 
(1926);  Appendices  Slip. 

Unlike  mo=jt  of  Price  ^ s'^books  in  ny  possession,  this  doe 
not  contain  an  index.  It  is  also  unique  in  my  reading  exper 
ie  nee . 

n 

A Manx  sheep  farmer,  living  with  his  wife  and  teeage 
daughter  on  an  isolated  hilltop  acreage  were  for  four  years 
with  minor  absences  of  the  beast  living  with  a talking  mon- 
goose, never  po^jitively  identified  as  such.  Nicknamed  Gef, 
he  exhibited  intelligence,  singing  ability,  clairvoyance  and 
other  psychic  abilities,  provided  evidence  of  his  physical 
reality,  though  very  elusive  and  shy  of  viewing,  annoyed  and 
amused  his  hosts,  killed  many  rabbits  for  their  larder,  was 
av»/are  of  skepticism  among  investigators,  often  lied,  but  was 
also  accurate  in  reporting  clairvoyant  information,  and  was 
not  seen  or  heard  by  the  authors  of  this  book. 

The  book  comprises  a summary  of  correspondence  and  the 
reports  of  various  investigators  and  interviewees,  photos, 
a valuable  chronological  table  of  events  reported,  and  a 
note  of  resemblances  between  Gef  and  familiars  of  witches  as 
historically  recorded. 

Although  tempted  to  classify  this  case  as  a poltergeictt 
instance,  Price  rejected  the  idea  becau^^e  of  the  physical 
reality  of  Gef  which  is  pretty  well  established  by  the  evi- 
dence of  reputable  witnesses. 

This  is  an  amazing  case,  very  suggestive  of  psychical 
hypotheses  of  explanation.  My  copy  of  the  book  is  an  ex- 
library  one,  and  I have  never  seen  another. 

The  case  Is  summarized  in  several  of  Price  Vs  autobio- 
graphical books,  one  of  which  Search  for  Truth  I have  not 
yet  read,  but  expect  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.'"  I must 
also  try  and  find  critical  reviews  of  Price  Vs  books,  since 
I am  deeply  impressed  by  them. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert, 
August  14th,  1989. 
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Prlo^,  Harry 


Leave'^  from  a P<5yGhi=5tN  Ca^e-Book;  London,  Victor  Bol- 
lancz  Ltd,  1932;  Noteq  and  Heferenceq;  Index  404p, 

Thiq  iq  a rao^st  important  qummary  of  qeveral  ca^^eq  in- 
vec-tigated  perqonally  by  the  author,  with  autobiographical 
clueq  to  hiq  background  and  capabili tieq . In  thi^  or  ano- 
ther of  hiq  bookq,  Price  qtateq  that  in  the  whole  world  are 
only  five  men  devoting  their  full  time  to  •scientific  v^ork 
in  the  field.  Carrington  in  the  iq  one  of  theqe,  and 

my  imprecsqion  i^  that  Price  wa^  hiq  quperior  in  expertiqe 
and  in  equipment  for  inveq tiga tion. 

' Fortuntaely,  the  index  jrakeq  noteq  unneceqc^a ry , but  I 
conqider  the  volume  an  e^^qential  reference.  Benuine  phe- 
nomena were  obtained  from  the  "’chneider  brotherq,  "'tella  G.  , 
Eleonora  Zugun  and  Eileen  Garrett.  Carrington  depended  on 
Euqapia  Palladino,  even  though  he  admitted  that  qhe  had 
been  detected  in  fraud,  qo  he  waq  not  qo  fortunate  in  find- 
ing genuine  phenomena.  I am  qatiqfied  to  rely  on  Carrington 
and  Price;  more  qo  than  on  any  perqonal  inveq tiga tion  I am 
capable  of  conducting. 

I muqt  take  the  time  to  qtudy  reviewq  of  Price ^q  bookq. 
I find  them  convincing,  and  cautioucsly  pre^^ented. 
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Prlo©,  Harry 


Search  for  Truth:  My  Life  for  P'^ychical  Re<=!earGh;  II- 
lu<5trated;  London,  Collin^,  1942;  Lifeline;  Index  320p. 

Price  Preface  qtate<5  thi<5  autobiography  epitomiqeg 
material  public5hed  in  earlier  books.  Only  about  one-third 
of  the  text  adds  to  information  given  in  earlier  works,  so 
this  volume  replaces  them,  excepting  for  the  student  who  is 
interested  in  every  detail.  The  «?tudent  mu^;  t refer  to  the 
scientific  reports  of  Price  for  detailed  descriptions  of  the 
experiments  with  mediums. 

I have  now  read  all  the  books  I have  by  Price,  except 
The  End  of  Bor  ley  Rectory,  '^ince  I do  not  have  his  fir«^t 
book  on  this  case,  I will  not  read  it  until  I have  both. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  about  Price  being  a 
capable  and  sincere  investigator  of  psychical  phenomena.  He 
devoted  his  life  to  the  subject,  and  his  expertise  satisfies 
me  of  the  value  of  his  experiments.  Like  Carrington,  he  was 
convinced  of  the  existence  of  genuine  phenomena  even  though 
both  men  exposed  masses  of  fraud.  In  this  volume,  Price 
discloses  rational  explanations  to  two  incidents  in  previous 
books  which  he  had  found  inexplicable,  so  he  was  frank  to 
admit  mistakes. 

Pricers  account  of  poltergeist  activity  in  the  presence 
of  Eleonore  Zugun  is  the  best  I know  of  direct  observation 
of  such  phenomena  by  an  investigator  who  was  qualified  to 
note  them. 

Price  gives  information  concerning  developments  after 
the  publication  of  The  Haunting  of  Cashen^s  Gap.  No  more 
information  about  the  case  itself  is  provided. 

Nowhere  does  price  attempt  a detailed  explanation  of 
the  phenomena  he  witnessed.  He  merely  describes  what  he 
observed,  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  observations 
were  made.  Occasionally  he  gues«?ed  at  how  phenomena  were 
produced,  but  usually  these  were  of  fraudulent  mediums  and 
based  on  his  knowledge  of  stage  magic  and  sleight-of-hand. 

Price’s  books  are  worth  keeping  for  permanent  reference 
since  he  was  an  important  influence  in  establishing  his  sub- 
ject as  worthy  of  scientific  investigation. 
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Prlca,  Harry 

■Stella  G.:  An  Account  of  qome  Original  Experiments,  in 
P=!ychical  Re'^earch;  With  a Foreword  by  C.  R.  Hainec?,  M.A., 
B.D.  , F.'^.A.;  London,  Hur^  t & Blackett  Ltd.,  1925;  Index  106p 

Thi<3  is  a mo<?  t important  detailed  account  of  sittings 
with  this  English  medium,  and  c^hould  be  retained  for  refer- 
ence. It  is  summarized  in  other  books  by  Price,  and  also  in 
Tabori’s  biography  of  Price,  but  for  ^^tudy  by  inves*  tiga  tors , 
this  is  the  definitive  record. 

One  of  the  fines; t examples  of  prevision  is  detailed  in 
this  book.  Price  makes  no  attempt  at  explanation. 
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Prichard,  K.  and  Hesketh  , ' - 

Don  Q,’s  Love  Story  {Illustrated  m th  scenes  from  the 
Douglas  Fairbanks  Photoplay  ^*Don  Q.,  Son  of  Zorrc^M  ; New  York,^ 
Grosset  & Dunlap  (1925)  245p, 

This  is  a good  ror^iantic  adventure  and  love  story,  upon 
which  the  motion  picture  was  based  even  thou.gh  it  has  no, re- 
lationship to  the  ^^Zorro’*  stories  by  Johnston  MaCulley, 

Cesar  is  friendly  with  Sebastian,  who  envies  him  his 
popularity  and  his  girl  from  childhood  Dolores.  The  two  men 
are  charged  with  the  care  of  a profligate  Prince;  in  a quar- 
rel, Sebastian  kills  the  Prince  and  throws  the  blame  on  Cesar; 
Cesar  is  given  the  chance  to  commit  suicide  by  Dolores’  father 
but  she  persuades  him*  to  try  and  escare  so  t he  may  clear 
his  name,  Sebastian  is  favored  by  Dolores’  father,  but  she 
dislikes  him  and  distrusts  him,  denying  his  suit  for  five  years. 

Cesar  becomes  '’Don  Q,'’  a bandit  like  Robin  Hood  who  holds  a 
district  in  t^hrall,  but  rules  firmly  and  justly.  Sebastian  and 
a blackmailer  v;ho  knows  the  facts  of  the  Prince’s  death  are 
charged  with  capturing  Don  Q,,  but  he  foils  them,  and  .manages  to 
get  the  Blackmailer,  Fabrique  to  supply  him  with  Sebastian’s 
written  confession.  Dolores  and  Cesar  escape  to  the  nev/  world 
so  that  his  identity 'as  Don  Q can  be  kept  secret,  and  live 
happily. 
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Prince,  Walter  Franklin 

The  Case  of  Patience  Worth;  New  Hyde  Park,  New  York,  Uni- 
versity Books  (1964,  publishers);  Curran  Portrait  509p. 

This  huge  book  was  originally  published  in  1927  by  the 
Boston  Society  for  Psychical  Research  which  he  had  founded  in 
1925.  He  was  competent  not  only  as  a researcher  but  as  a li- 
terary student  to  study  this  case,  which  he  did  for  two  years 
before  publishing  this  book. 

This  is  the  most  detailed  study  yet  published,  but  Prince 
and  Curran  died  long  before  interest  in  the  case  had  lapsed.  As 
Patience  Worth's  books  had  not  been  profitable  for  their  publisher 
many  of  her  works  remain  unpublished;  the  complete  record  covers 
many  volumes  and  may  never  been  printed. 

Prince’s  own  "Doris"  case  of  multiple  personality  later  on 
gave  him  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  difference  between  dissaso- 
ciation  and  spirit  survival. 

The  books  by  Yost  and  Litvag  should  be  studied  along  with 
this  one.  I have  read  only  the  novel  Hope  Trueblood  by  Patience, 
but  hope  to  read  The  Sorry  Tale  at  some  future  time. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  5,  2004 
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Anl:nax  Yarkj»  *5.  P<»  Soaa?  {1^7'3,  auth- 
or) i9ip« 

The  dn^t  ja:;kat  blurb  gl^as  a ^^ood  daacri^tlOsi  of  this  uo^el 
whico  I ooooldor  an  acanrato  i?iew  of  tha  oiib.ject  an  deaonat rated 
by  itiiernnt  -ocjors-oriato  in  the  ?i.  vS,  A*  up  until  spiritualia!^  cap- 
tured tb.j  attentioo.  of  the  n-iblic. 

The  ntor.7  denis  v.lth  the  soaraerist  who  floda  a sanoitive  so 
coHipllant  with  hia  anggestiooa  that  they  develoo  co;i-!!m.;ii ty  of  sen- 
sation So  conoiote  that  they  livQ  hb  one  person,  knowing  all  the 
thoughts  end  feeling  all  the  health  orohlena  of  each  other. 

Probably  for  fictional  effect,  the  situation  is  ataggernted 
but  X was  fnacinated  that  the  aiibject  could  be  handled  so  effect- 
ually in  a novel. 


Chester  h,  Cuthbert 
Septe'nber  19,  2002 
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Pro<^kauer,  Julien  J, 

The  Dead  Do  Not  Talk;  New  York  and  London,  Harper  and 
Brother^  rubliqher<5  (1946,  Public?herq)  ; Index;  198p, 

Thlc?  book  iq  an  updating  of  the  author’ q ^pook  Crookgl 
publiqhed  in  1932  and  iq  written  in  a more  qui table  c-tyle, 
being  leqq  anecdotal  than  the  previouq  book.  In  fact,  it  iq 
poqcible  that  it  waq  ghoq t -writ ten;  the  ^tyleq  differ  qo. 

One  of  the  be^t  chap  ter q in  the  book  Chapter  14: 
Haunted  Houqeq,  which  qupportq  the  author’q  theqiq  that  no 
qupernatural  effectq  exiqt  and  that  a mundane  explanation  iq 
uqually  found,  even  in  poltergeicst  cacjeq. 

Although  not  qo  detailed  aq  the  earlier  book  in  explain- 
ing fraudulent  methodq  of  producing  phenomena,  there  are  many 
expoqureq  and  ca=!e  hiqtorieq  worth  studying.  Unfortunately, 
few  actual  nameq  and  locationq  are  uqed,  and  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  check  the  information  provided  againqt  other  accoun- 
ts of  the  qauB  individuals  and  circumstances. 

The  index  iq  useful,  and  the  most  detailed  account  of  a 
medium’s  activities  in  the  chapter  on  ivTrq.  Duncan  is  good. 

Because  of  the  revived  intere=!t  in  psychography , the 
chapter  on  futureqcopeq  and  qkoto'graphq  deserves  special  at- 
tention, Chapter  X - Ectoplasm  Is  Bunk  - may  have  had  an 
influence  in  lessening  interest  in  this  phenomenon. 

The  author  tried  to  be  a quccecssor  to  Houdini  in  his 
work  as  an  expoqer  of  fraudulent  medium*^,  and  hiej  bias  is 
evident.  Ee  does,  however,  re^jpect  sincere  spiritualists 
and  psychical  researchers,  though  he  .makes  no  attempt  to 
study  the  records  of  genuine  case  histories. 

A good  cautionary  book  worth  keeping  for  reference. 
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Proqkauer,  Julian  J. 

^pook  CrooksI:  Expo,c?ing  the  ^ecret?^  of  the  Prophe t-eer<= 
Who  Conduct  Our  Wickede.qt  Industry;  Profu?!ely  Illustrated  by 
James  and  Howad  (Howard?)  ’lavage;  Toronto,  Fireside  Publica- 
tions Limited  (n,d.),  (circa  March,  1946)  162p. 

The  title  page  of  this  50/  paperback  cshow©  the  author  to 
be  a qualified  magician  and  a member  of  the  A^PR,  He  repeats 
several  times  in  the  text  that  he  respects  spiritualists  and 
psychic  recfearehers  and  is  exposing  only  fake  mediums. 

Despite  its  being  an  allegedly  non-fiction  book,  the 
text  is  dramatized  and  popularized  by  a ccnvercja tional  style 
allegedly  reproducing  at  length  the  speech  and  actions  of 
characters  who  could  not  have  been  witnessed.  Court  cacses 
are  referred  to,  and  the  text  provides  detailed  de=?criptions 
of  the  fraudulent  practices  resorted  to  by  fraudulent  mediums 
and  psychics;  the  ease  with  which  ministerial  degrees  are 
conferred  by  spiritualist  organizations,  and  the  tragic  re- 
sults of  vie tim.iza tion  of  innocent  people. 

Although  popularly  written,  this  is  an  important  book/ 
of  information  on  fraudulent  practices  and  should  be  retained 
for  reference. 

However,  the  book  itself  is  rather  a puzzle.  Printing 
errors  abound.  Also,  in  the  Introduction  to  his  book  The 
Dead  Do  Not  Talk  (New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers  Pub- 
lishers,  1946),  pages  xii-xiv,  Proskauer  says:  ^^The  case 
histories  unearthed  were  published  in  a book  called  ^pook 
Crooks  (A.  L.  Burt  Go.,  1932).  'This  present  volume  takes  up 
where  tliat  book  left  off.^’  This  paperback  edition  has  the 
Introduction  dated  ^^New  York,  March,  1946^,  and  must  be  a 
revision  of  the  1932  edition,  since  on  page  138  it  io  men- 
tioned that  George  Boss,  3r.  was  67  years  old  when  his  son 
was  killed  in  Italy  in  ’/7orld  V/ar  II  and  was  78  years  old  when 
he  re-married,  yet  on  page  139  it  ic.  said  that  he  was  78  in 
1942.  In  any  event,  a large  part  of  the  text  referc-  to  events 
which  took  place  after  1932.  I do  not  recall  ever  having  seen 
the  1932  Burt  edition  of  the  book. 

The  anecdotal  style  makes  for  easy  reading,  but  detracts 
from  the  serious  nature  of  the  dicsclosures. 
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Puharich,  Andrija 

Beyond  Telepathy;  Introduction  by  Ira  Einhorn;  Garden  City, 
New  York,  Anchor /Doubleday , Anchor  Book  #A884,  1973;;  Appendices 
Bibliography,  Author  & Subject  Indices  340p. 

First  published  in  hardcover  in  1962,  this  highly  technical 
study  in  parapsychology  is  the  kind  of  book  I am  not  education- 
ally qualified  to  understand;  more  popular  expositions  are  needed 
for  my  comprehension.  However,  because  Puharich  studied  Peter 
Hurkos  for  two  years,  I decided  to  read  his  account.  Actually, 
Hurkos  is  mentioned  on  only  16  pages,  and  incidentally,  because 
although  the  experiments  with  him  confirmed  ESP,  this  book  is  de- 
voted to  an  attempt  to  establish  scientifically  the  possibility  of 
an  existence  independent  of  the  physical  body. 

I was  able  to  read  and  understand  most  of  the  narrative  text 
and  only  some  notes  and  appendices  were  too  technical  for  me.  I 
discovered  that  the  as£*onaut  Edgar  D.  Mitchell  had  known  Puharich 
for  two  years  and  had  included  an  article  by  him  in  the  symposium 
Psychic  Exploration  (1974). 

This  is  an  amazing  book.  Incidents  and  experiments  which  in- 
volve facts  as  fantastic  as  fairy  tales  are  described  as  matter- 
of-factly  and  prosaically  as  recipes  in  a cookbook. 

Puharich  is  one  of  very  few  independent  investigators  of  PSI 
who  are  full-time  researchers.  His  experiments  with  Hurkos,  Harry 
Stone  and  Eileen  Garrett  are  summarized,  and  he  experimented  him- 
self with  mushrooms  for  psychedelic  experiences. 

Having  read  it,  I tried  to  find  mention  of  this  book  in  the 
yearbooks  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  for  1963-4-5;  to  my  utter 
dismay,  the  subjects  of  psychical  research  or  parapsychology  had 
no  representation  in  these  books  of  referencel 

Once  again,  my  lack  of  education  has  rendered  me  incapable  of 
understanding  everything  offered  by  the  author  of  a book  important 
in  a field  of  knowledge  I respect. 

Fortunately,  the  indices  make  easily  accessible  material  for 
study.  This  book  is  a valuable  scientific  reference. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  22 , 1996. 
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Puharich,  Andri^a 


Uri:  A Journal  of  the  Mystery  of  Uri  Geller;  Garden 
City,  New  York,  Anchor  Press/Doubleday  & Company,  Inc., 

1974  (1974,  Lab  Nine,  Ltd.);  Appendices;  Author^s  Biography 

285p. 

Although  the  author  is  a medical  doctor  spe cializine:  in 
hearing  problems,  this  book  miUkes  claims  to  phenomena  which 
should  be  better  supported  by  scientific  evidence'.  The  book 
is  really  no  more  than  an  informal  biography  of  Geller,  and  a 
description  of  the  author’s  efforts  to  have  Geller  permit  the 
scientific  testing  of  his  powers.  As  described  by  Puharich, 
the  phenomena  are  simply  incredible,  and  I was  far  less  fa- 
vorably impressed  by  this  book  than  by  Geller ’s  own  autobio- 
. graphy.  In  fact,  I kept  comparing  Puharich  with  Alexander 
Gannon;  they  are  both  apparently  well  educated,  but  neither 
can  write  convincingly. 

Chris  Rutkowski  would  be  Interested  in  this  book,  which 
attributes  Geller ’s  powers  to  UFO  visitors  from  outer  space. 
The  Nine  Principles,  who  are  alleged  to  be  computerized  in- 
telligences and  who  are  alleged  to  have  programmed  Uri’s 
phenomena  years  in  advance  (or  in  a timeless  setting),  are 
either  a phantasmal  creation  of  modern  mass  thinking,  or  a 
faked  explanation  cooked  up  by  Geller  and  Puharich. 

Toronto/London/New  York,  Bantam  Books  (/Y6221),  (Janu- 
ary, 1975)  250p, 


Purtill,  Richard 


Murdercon;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc. 
1982;  (1982,  author)  181p. 

Although  marketed  as  Doubleday  Science  Fiction,  this  is  an 
associat ional  item  only,  a murder  mystery  without  fantasy  elements 
against  the  background  of  a science  fiction  convention  in  San  Diego. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Athena  Pierce,  a philosophy  pro- 
fessor, married,  middle-aged,  who  has  had  a novel  published  by  Don 
Wollheim  of  DAW  Books,  the  female  viewpoint  is  so  well  maintained 
that  I wonder  if  the  author’s  name  is  a nom  de  plume. 

The  plot  centers  around  a suppressed  magazine  which  had  pub- 
lished a story  by  Stanley  Weinbaum.  A copy  is  purchased  for  $900, 
leading  Athena  to  suspect  foul  play  when  the  purchaser  is  murdered 
and  another  murder  follows. 

The  convention  background  is  depicted  much  as  a fan  would  des- 
cribe a first  experience,  and  the  narrative  is  direct  and  concise, 
with  sufficient  action  to  interest  the  reader.  Characters  are  not 
developed  thoroughly,  but  are  adeqate  to  carry  the  plot. 

Athena  has  taught  a class  in  science  fiction,  and  exhibits  a 
suitable  interest  in  events  and  authors  mentioned  in  the  story. 

As  I am  sending  a copy  of  these  notes  to  Sam  Moskowitz,  I am 
not  revealing  the  outcome  of  the  story. 


Putnam,  Allen 

Biography  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Conant,  the  World^s  Medium  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century:  Being  a history  of  her  mediumship  from 

childhood  to  the  present  time;  together  with  extracts  from  the 
diary  of  her  physician;  selections  from  letters  received  verify- 
ing spirit  communications  given  through  her  organism  at  the 
Banner  of  Light  free  circles;  specimen  messages,  essays,  and  in- 
vocations from  various  intelligences  in  the  other  life,  etc.,  etc 
Frontispiece  portrait;  Boston,  William  White  and  Company,  1873 

322p. 

Putnam  wrote  an  important  book  on  the  Salem  witchcraft  trials 
and  throughout  this  book  supports  the  spiritualistic  hypothesis, 
referring  skeptics  to  the  extant  literature  or  to  personal  inves- 
tigation. His  selections  from  the  Banner  of  Light  newspaper  may 
possibly  be  ignoring  those  which  remained  unconfirmed;  but  if  a 
small  number  only  are  accepted,  the  hypothesis  is  supported  well. 

Mrs.  Conant’s  maiden  name  was  Crowell,  revised  from  Cromwell 
to  avoid  questions  as  to  possible  relationship  with  the  famous 
man.  Her  phenomena  resemble  many  of  those  exhibited  by  Daniel 
Dunglas  Home;  like  Eileen  J.  Garrett  she  was  in  ill  health  most  of 
her  life,  but  dedicated  her  life  to  transmitting  messages  from  the 
spirit  world. 

The  book  lacks  an  index,  but  the  complete  title  gives  a good 
summary  of  its  contents. 

(Note:  Although  the  spiritistic  hypothesis  comes  closer  to 

confirming  the  phenomena  than  even  the  most  extended  telepathic 
hypothesis,  neither  provides  an  explanation  of  how  many  experiences 
accepted  as  facts  are  possible,  given  our  present  limited  knowledge 
of  our  universe.  CDC.) 
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Putnam,  Allen 

Witchcraft  of  New  England  Explained  by  Modern  spiritualism 
Boston,  Colby  and  rich,  1888  (1880,  author);  Appendix;  482p. 

Written  by  an  avowed  spiritualist  who  believed  himself  to 
have  received  communications  from  Cotton  Mather,  this  book  is  a 
thorough  study  of  the  Salem  witchcraft  trials  and  the  personali- 
ties involved.  Discursive,  repetitive,  yet  very  wise  and  based 
on  knowledge  of  the  scene  and  history  of  the  subject,  this  is  an 
important  contribution  to  understanding  why  and  how  the  tragedy 
and  execution  of  innocent  people  transpired. 

Putnam  is  convinced  that  the  phenomena  were  engineered  from 
the  spirit  world,  and  scoffs  at  the  idea  that  innocent  children 
could  have  tricked  the  community.  He  says  that  the  prosecutors 
could  not  have  acted  differently  because  of  the  Christian  beliefs 
concerning  witchcraft  which  then  prevailed.  Overall,  because  the 
beliefs  were  altered  by  this  tragedy,  he  considers  that  the  event 
justified  martyrdom  of  the  victims,  thus  saving  the  lives  of  other 
people  who  might  have  been  executed  if  beliefs  had  not  altered. 

Putnam  makes  a very  strong  case  for  his  views.  Convinced  of 
the  actuality  of  the  spirit  world,  he  interprets  the  facts  con- 
trarily  to  the  skeptical  and  rationalistic  histories  which  have 
influenced  most  students. 

This  book  forces  me  to  read  those  written  by  Cotton  Mather 
and  Charles  W.  Upham.  I am  delighted  that  I read  this  ahead  of 
the  other  two,  because  it  will  make  me  more  aware  of  why  these 
authors  were  differently  biased. 

According  to  the  title  page  of  this  book,  Putnam  wrote  many 
books  on  related  subjects.  His  extensive  reading  and  independent 
thinking  are  praiseworthy  and  demand  careful  attention. 

I consider  this  one  of  the  most  important  books  I have  read 
on  the  subject  of  witchcraft.  Yet  the  1988-1989  Books  in  Print 
lists  no  books  by  Putnam.  But  my  copies  of  Mather  and  Upham  are 
relatively  recent  reprints.  Has  the  bias  against  spiritualism 
enabled  the  latter  authors  to  survive  while  Putnam  has  been  kept 
from  study  by  modern  students? 

Whether  Putnam  is  right  or  not,  his  book  deserves  thorough 
consideration. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  8,  1994 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^ - 

^hofce  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Pyle,  Howard 


The  Wonder  Clock,  or.  Four  and  Twenty  Marvellous  Tales, 
being  one  for  each  hour  of  the  day;  written  and  illustrated  by 
Howard  Pyle,  embellished  by  verses  by  Katharine  Pyle;  New  York, 
Harper  & Brothers;  (1887,  publishers;  1915,  Anna  Poole  Pyle  318p 

Written  as  if  to  be  read  aloud  to  children,  these  tales  are 
fairy-tale  material,  involving  giants  ogres,  fairies,  and  mainly 
rural  characters  in  simple  events  using  royalty  as  characters  as 
most  folklore  does. 

The  illustrations  are  numerous  and  attractive,  enhancing  the 
interest  in  the  stories,  but  I wonder  if  such  a book  would  appeal 
in  these  more  sophisticated  times.  I enjoyed  reading  them,  but  I 
think  that  Amber  at  age  11  might  consider  them  silly. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^hoice  A c 


aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


